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By Staff Sgt. Craig Pickett

350th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

AR RAMADI, Iraq— The Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Peter Pace, visited soldiers in Task Force All American on Nov. 23. His purpose was to thank the soldiers for their efforts and listen to their concerns.


His first stop was the tactical operations center for the 82nd Airborne Division to hear a brief update. Afterward, Pace addressed the soldiers in the TOC. 


“Part of my job is to know exactly what you are doing out here,” Pace said. “We are watching with thick glasses in Washington and are very proud. I just wanted to come by and say ‘Thank You’.”


Pace concluded by saying many army generals hand out coins as a sign of gratitude for a job well done. He however, had dog tags and would present one to every soldier in the TOC.


The four-star Marine Corps general worked his way around the room, shaking hands and speaking with all soldiers. From colonel to private, Pace left no one out. 


The next stop was the dining facility for a lunch with the troops. In an open forum setting, soldiers ate with the general and had an opportunity to ask him questions.

Many of the questions dealt with money for up-armored Hummvees and the lack of repair and replacement parts for equipment. Others questions dealt with the least stop-loss announcement.


In between bites of chicken and rice, Pace answered each question as directly as possible. He kept a notebook handy for jotting down soldiers’ concerns and questions he would look into.


Many of the soldiers were honored to be chosen for the chance to dine with Pace. Some had never before seen a four-star general or even had the opportunity to speak to one.

“It is a very good life experience,” said Spc. Daniel Hopkins, with Regimental Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 3rd Armored Calvary Regiment. “It is not everyday you get the Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to come and say thanks. He is not even in the Army, he’s a Marine, it means a lot.”


After lunch with the soldiers, Pace said his goodbyes and boarded a helicopter on his way to the 4th Infantry Division in Tikrit. There, he will greet other soldiers, thank them and listen to their concerns as well. In doing so, he is learning first-hand how the soldiers feel and what they need.


(Staff Sgt. Craig Pickett is a member of the 350th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment, a reserve unit from Indianapolis, Ind. He is currently deployed to southwest Asia with the 82nd Airborne Division in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.)
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Photo cut lines

pace01.jpg - The Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Peter Pace, exits the tactical operations center of the 82nd Airborne Division. He is accompanied by the division's command sergeant major, Wolfe Amacker. The two are on their way to lunch at the dining facility on Champion Base near the town of Ar Ramadi, Iraq. (U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Craig Pickett)   

pace02.jpg - The Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Peter Pace, answers questions from soldiers of Task Force All American in the dining facility on Champion Base near the town of Ar Ramadi, Iraq. Pace visited with soldiers around Iraq thanking them for their service and seeing first-hand how they are living and working.  (U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Craig Pickett)       

pace03.jpg - The Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Peter Pace, greets Spc. Tiffany Duchess with the 313th Military Intelligence Company, 82nd Airborne Division and presents her with a dog tag inscribed with his name and emblems of the four branches of service. Pace was on a tour of Iraq thanking soldiers for their service and seeing first-hand the working and living conditions. (U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Craig Pickett)  

pace04.jpg - The Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Peter Pace, presents a personalized dogtag to the soldiers of the 82nd Airborne Division working in the tactical operations center on Champion Base near the town of Ar Ramadi, Iraq. (U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Craig Pickett)

pace05.jpg - The Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Peter Pace, greets Spc. Joseph Roman, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division, during a question and answer luncheon at the dining facility on Champion Base near the town of Ar Ramadi, Iraq. (U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Craig Pickett)   

