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STONE


Paratroopers from 3rd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, recognized three Soldiers killed in Iraq by unveiling a paver stone in their honor during a memorial ceremony, Oct. 14, at the Airborne and Special Operations Museum.


The names of Sgt. 1st Class Jose Rivera, Company D, 3rd Bn., 505th PIR; and Staff Sgt. Richard Ramey and Staff Sgt. Kimberly Voelz, 703rd Explosive Ordnance Disposal Company, Fort Knox, Ky., were engraved on the paver stone, along with the dates of their deaths.

The paver stone was set in the walkway near the back entrance of the museum.  

Families, friends and a formation of Paratroopers listened in silence as Lt. Col. Pete Johnson, commander, 3rd Bn., 505th PIR, praised the selfless service and sacrifices of the three Soldiers.

“They were true professionals,” Johnson said.  “They were leaders who took care of their own.  It was an honor to serve beside them on the battlefield in the Global War on Terrorism.”

Johnson also spoke about hardships and pains the family members have endured because of the loss of their loved ones.

“These Soldiers were husbands, wives, fathers, daughters, sisters and brothers,” he said.  “The families of these Soldiers have indeed carried the heaviest burden.”

After Johnson’s remarks, the families joined him to unveil the paver stone.  They were then presented with a replica plaque of the stone with the engraving, “complete and sincere appreciation for the ultimate sacrifice.”

“This means a lot to me because long after I’m gone someone will still be able to remember Kim,” said Staff Sgt. Max Voelz, 703rd EOD Co., of his wife.

“This is something that’s written in stone for him to always be remembered by,” said Ramey’s father, Jerry.

Col. Jefforey Smith, commander, 505th PIR, also presented Sonia Rivera with a Distinguished Member of the Regiment (505th PIR) Award for her husband’s dedication and selfless service to the regiment.  

Although it has been almost a year since the three paratroopers were killed in action, memorials and ceremonies such as this help the families and new paratroopers who attend grieve and understand what these Soldiers have sacrificed their lives for, Johnson said.

“It hurts to come to these memorials, but we always hear new stories about our son and how much he loved his job and what he was doing in Iraq,” Jerry said.  “We may have lost a son, but we’ve gained a family with the Army.”

“I think that the families understand that their loss is our loss,” Johnson said.  “And I believe that they are now connected to us and that this connection is now permanent.”
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*RIVERA FAMILY—Sonia Rivera and her Children, Sergio and Stephanie, stand by the Task Force 3 Panther paver stone memorial shortly after it was unveiled Oct. 14, at the Airborne and Special Operations Museum.  The stone was engraved and placed in honor of Sgt. 1st Class Jose Rivera, Staff Sgt. Richard Ramey and Staff Sgt. Kimberly Voelz, who were killed in Iraq.
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