Family Readiness Group Briefing

Operation Iraqi Freedom

· As announced nearly two weeks ago, the remainder of Division forces here is going to deploy to Iraq for six months.  This deployment is centered on TF Panther and Division-level assets.  Personnel, equipment, and vehicle preparations are underway at an accelerated pace and we already have forces in Iraq as we speak.  

· We will move by both air and sea and assemble our forces in Iraq.  Upon our arrival, forces from other units will become part of the Division and conduct operations with us for several months.  

· TF Falcon continues to operate as part of the 1st Armor Division and is conducting combat operations in southern Baghdad to establish a peaceful environment.  They operate from several locations in the city and conduct frequent combat patrols and raids.

· Although TF Falcon left Ft Bragg with the understanding they would be gone for six months, they will now likely remain deployed for one year.  I know this places additional stress on our families and I ask for your continued support and understanding.  

· Last month, TF Falcon conducted a change of command in Baghdad as COL Arnold Bray turned over leadership of the Falcons to COL Kurt Fuller.  

· Although the pace of enemy action has not noticeably declined, our paratroopers are doing great work.  They are motivated, they are conducting operations that they are trained to conduct, and they will be successful.  
· We are committed to keeping them safe and force protection remains a top priority.  
Operation Enduring Freedom

· TF Devil continues offensive operations in Afghanistan to kill or capture Al Qaeda and hostile Taliban forces.  

· This week, our forces in Afghanistan completed OPERATION WARRIOR SWEEP in the central region of the country - an operation designed to clear identified villages, prevent east-west movement to Pakistan, gain intelligence, and destroy enemy caches.

· This operation also interdicted transshipments of weapons and other terrorist support materials by establishing several unannounced checkpoints.  

· TF Devil has distributed a significant amount of humanitarian assistance to alleviate the suffering of the Afghan people and to build trust and confidence in coalition forces.

· They are providing security at remote sites, providing quick reaction forces from two locations, and conducting combat patrols to disrupt the organization and influence of enemy forces throughout eastern and central Afghanistan.

· TF 1-87 from the 10th MTN DIV is now part of TF Devil and has replaced TF 2-504 in the organization.  The White Devils have returned to Ft Bragg and are now on block leave until 20 AUG 03.  

· The rest of the BDE will continue to make their way back to Ft Bragg over the next month as the 1st BDE from the 10th MTN DIV assumes control of operations in Afghanistan.

· As manifests and flight times are confirmed, the EOC will provide that information to the rear detachment commanders of each unit and the RDCs will notify the respective FRGs. 

FORT BRAGG

· Upon redeployment of forces from Afghanistan, TF Devil will become the DRB and will be focused on executing a no-notice deployment to anywhere in the world in response to National Command Authority directives.

· TF Devil will remain at Ft Bragg and will continue to train and help ensure that Ft Bragg remains a safe and secure environment for our paratroopers and families.

· If the Terrorist Force Protection Condition for Ft Bragg is increased due to credible threats against the installation, please be patient with the inconveniences.  This could occur at any time and may or may not be linked to events in either Afghanistan or Iraq.  Lines to access post will be longer at each gate – potentially reminiscent of September 12, 2001 – and most services will be unable to operate at full capacity because of the difficulty of accessing and freely moving about Ft Bragg.  

