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Inspecting and Maintaining Ballistic Helmets

SSG Chris Shields

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


The most common deficiencies found at departure airfield during large package week involve the ballistic helmet.  Many jumpmasters are not sure how to inspect a ballistic helmet, or when a component is unserviceable.  Preventive maintenance by the individual soldier, and supervision by the squad/section leader can lessen the bulk of time-consuming repairs.  

When inspecting the ballistic helmet the jumpmaster is looking for three basic things:  proper components, correct installation, and serviceability. A-nuts are to be free of rust and corrosion and the rounded portion is facing the outer rim of the helmet shell.  The suspension band with drawstring and adjustable tab is to be clean, and no knots tied in the drawstring.  The drawstring may be twisted to adjust the size.  Only the modified headband may be used with the modified suspension band with drawstring and adjustable tab.  All of the securing tabs will be secured on the headband.  The foam impact pad is not to be torn at all.  The original foam impact pad must be cut 1/2 inches to accommodate the modified suspension band with drawstring and adjustable tab.  The parachutist retention strap is the last component installed closest to the helmet shell with the smooth side against the jumper’s skin.  The only mounting screw authorized is ½ inch mounting screws, except for the rear mounting screw, which is a 5/8 inch mounting screw that is provided with the parachutist retention strap. The short sewn portion chinstrap cannot be dry rotted.  The pull the dot fastener with tab must be serviceable, including the nylon portion which cannot be torn or frayed.  If a Night Vision Goggle mount is present, it must be taped completely to include the top and both on the front and rear.   

With a little time and effort individual soldiers can save themselves headaches later.  Corrosion and rust can be easily removed with a wire brush.  If chinstraps and other ballistic helmet components are routinely cleaned they will last a whole lot longer.  Supervision of maintenance by jumpmaster leaders will minimize delays at departure airfield.  

Getting Face-to-Face with the Airborne Commander

1SG Daniel Bennett

1SG, AAS


The coordination that occurs between the Airborne Commander and the DZSO is probably the most important coordination that occurs in preparation for an airborne operation.  It is so important if fact, that the ASOP states that this coordination will be done directly between the Commander and the DZSO.  Many Commanders do this coordination differently, but the main concept is to ensure that the procedures for the entire operation are IAW the Commander’s plan of how he wants to operate on the DZ and the assistance he can provide the Airborne Commander.


A Commander must be aware of how the DZSO is going to operate on the DZ and vice-versa.  This will assist each other in ensuring that an information flow is smooth and productive to both the unit and the DZSO party.  Commanders need to be aware of the conditions in which they are operating and this includes the airborne operations being conducted both before and after their own airborne operations.


We are currently operating under a reduction of available DZs on Ft. Bragg and this poses scheduling challenges for staffs to ensure that our training tempo continues but also that safety on the available DZs is adhered to also.  To assist in this situation, Airborne Commanders need to have situational awareness of the jumps that are occurring both before and after their own.  This will assist in developing a plan for a quick and expedite plan of recovery and occupation of the DZ.  Commanders have a responsibility to conduct their missions and then quickly move off the DZ so the next unit has ample time to conduct their own mission.  If an emergency situation arises, the Commander and the DZSO need to immediately link-up and determine the best coarse of action.


The DZSO is an integral part of keeping the Commander informed on the current situation on the DZ and what is to occur.  This where that vital coordination, that should be done in person, comes in to play.  There is no substitute for correct and current information from the Commander on how the intent of his mission on the ground is going to effect the DZSO’s job.
Jumpmaster Duties on Army Aircraft

SSG Steven Suazo

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

The duties of the Jumpmaster on Army Aircraft are similar to that in Air force Aircraft however, there are some differences. Prior to conducting an airborne mission in army aircraft your unit must have permission from the first general officer in their chain of command. Jumpmasters performing these duties must know and complete a few tasks. 

First upon being notified of the airborne mission the JM/Pilot brief must be completed twenty-four hours prior to the operation. Additionally the DZSTL on the ground must be Pathfinder qualified IAW chapter 18. When making the manifest you must know the capabilities of the aircraft. The UH-60 Black is capable of delivering 8 combat equipped jumpers IAW FM 57-220, chapter 17, however, in the 82d Airborne division only six will be delivered. 

The CH-47 Chinook is capable of delivering 28 combat equipped jumpers, additionally all 28 jumpers may have special items of equipment i.e. AT4 Jump Packs, Dragon Missile Jump Packs. However,  due to their height, no Stinger Missile Jump Packs will be exited from army aircraft. If you are exiting any A-Series containers, a breakaway static line must be requested from the riggers twenty-four hours before the operation. The A-Series container can be exited either internally or externally. The point of attachment is what separates the two. Both exiting procedures will have the A-series container on the inside of the aircraft.  

Prior to exiting any jumpers you should do as many dry runs as necessary with wind drift indicators to make sure your PI is correct. This is merely a check of what the pathfinders on the ground has computed with their high-speed formulas. 

The seating arrangements for these two aircraft are different from each other, On the UH-60, one through three will sit on starboard side (left) and four through six will sit on the port side (right). Jumpers one and six will be sitting toward the aft end of the UH-60. On the CH-47 the odd numbered jumpers will sit on the starboard side (right)  and the even numbered jumpers will sit on the port side (left)

The jump commands for Army aircraft are as follows:  For the UH-60, the jumpmaster will issue these commands: 

1. GET READY (4MIN)

2. CHECK STATIC LINES

3. CHECK EQUIPMENT

4. SOUND OFF FOR EQUIPMENT               

    CHECK

5. SIT IN THE DOOR

6. STAND BY

7. GO

For the CH-47, The jumpmaster will issue these commands:

 1. GET READY (6MIN)

 2. PORTSIDE PERSONNEL STAND UP

 3. STARBOARD PERSONNEL STAND          

     UP 

 4. HOOK UP

 5. CHECK STATIC LINES

 6. CHECK EQUIPMENT

 7. SOUND OFF FOR EQUIPMENT 

     CHECK

 8. STAND BY

 9. GO

Remember the duties on Army aircraft are few and rare so insure that you review the appropriate chapters in the ASOP and be familiar with the characteristics on each aircraft. 

Hazardous Material Certification

SSG Anthony Sparks

AMO INSTRUCTOR

What makes someone current and qualified to ship and certify hazardous materials aboard military airlift? What schools must I attend to accomplish this task? These are some of the most commonly asked questions about Hazardous Material Certification.  

First of all, there are several schools that you may attend listed in TM 38-250 Attachment 25.3.1.1 (pg. 356) or the Hazardous Materials Course taught by the Advanced Airborne School Air Movement Operations Committee. However, there is a distinct difference between the two. The schools listed in TM 38-250 is schools that teach and certify you in the four modes of transportation when shipping hazardous materials by land, sea, rail, and air.

The Air Movement Operations Committee Hazardous Materials Course only teaches you how to certify hazardous materials when transported by military air only. To be current and qualified you could have either school however, if you are in the 18th Airborne Corps you must be certified through the Advanced Airborne School Air Movement Operations Hazardous Materials Course. 

This course specifically trains you in the certifying of hazardous materials being transported by military airlift when faced with a Tactical, Contingency, or Emergency situation. It also gives you specific guidelines that you must follow when using Pope Air Force Base as a departure airfield. If you are already certified and current by one of the schools outlined in TM 38-250 and are currently in the 18th Airborne Corp, you simply must come down to the Air Movement Operations School and take the hazardous materials test. If you pass the test you will be issued a diploma and an AMO Form 9. This certifies you for a period of two years and qualifies you to certify, package, mark and ship hazardous materials by military air.  You must be placed on additional duty orders by your commander and are a technical specialist within your unit. 

Upon expiration of your currency expires you must retake the hazardous materials exam or attend the hazardous materials potions of the AMO course to re-certify.  If you pass you will remain current for two more years.  

Reenlistment Tandems

SSG Tommy Sullivan

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER

The All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG Sullivan at 910-396-2776.

Learn to Free-Fall!!

SSG Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL MANAGER

First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free fall at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.
Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.

JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED

Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals.  Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1. The breakaway static line is   

    constructed of what?

2. What are the dimensions of the wind 

    drift indicator and what is it 

    constructed of?

3. What formulas are used to determine 

    the PPI?

      4. The jumpmaster on the UH-60 is  

          allowed to jump as long as he or she 

          is the number one jumper?  T/F

5.  What attachment of TM 38-250 deals 

     with marking of hazardous materials?       

6.  How often must you complete a refresher 

     training course?

7.  When can a DZSO be the rank of SGT?

8.  How many sets of jump caution lights are 

     there on a C-17 Globemaster III aircraft?

9.  When using the 20 foot static line, should   

     the first stow of static line on the left inner 

     static line stow bar be broken before the 

     JMPI sequence?

        *********Blackhat  Bonus***********

Why can’t the pack opening loop be torn or frayed at all?

Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

1. Who is authorized to release the DZSO 

    from their duties? DACO

2. When is the Dragon Missile Jump Pack 

    (DMJP) authorized to  be jumped and 

    lowered as a single item of equipment? 

    WHEN IT CONTAINS A SKEDCO

3. What are the three different types of 

    parachute issue? PLANE SIDE, RAMP 

    SIDE, AND SHED ISSUE

4. What are the labeling requirements of a 

    cylinder filled with Oxygen, Compressed?  

   CLASS 2 NONFLAMMABLE GAS AND 

   AN OXIDIZER LABEL AS A 

   SUBSIDERARY RISK OR JUST AN 

   OXYGEN LABEL

5. What type of shoring is required when 

    shipping an M149A2 Water Trailer? 

    PARKING SHORING

        *********Blackhat  Bonus***********

Who invented Hook and Pile Tape and when?  How did he get the idea? GEORGE DeMESTRAL WAS HUNTING WITH HIS DOG AND BURS WERE CAUGHT IN HIS DOGS HAIR.  HE TRIED TO PULL THEM OUT AND IT GAVE HIM A MILLION DOLLAR IDEA.  VELCRO WAS THEN PATENTED IN 1952.

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

Commander

      CPT Oeschger

1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, S.

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, C.

Free Fall Team Leader

SSG Sullivan

[image: image3.wmf]ALL THE WAY!

� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���











PAGE  
5

[image: image4.wmf]_979111271

