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	ARE YOU CURRENT AND QUALIFIED?

SSG WILLIAM TRUELOVE

USA AAS INSTRUCTOR


With the return of so many units from deployment the question has once again been raised. What constitutes Jumpmaster currency and qualification?  

Qualification:  To become a qualified Jumpmaster, you MUST graduate a Recognized Jumpmaster Course or an approved Jumpmaster MTT Course. Upon graduation, you must stay current to continue to perform the duties of the Jumpmaster Team.

Currency: The currency requirements for each Jumpmaster are different and will depend on which of the following areas a particular Jumpmaster situation falls under. 

New Graduates. A new graduate of the USA AAS Jumpmaster Course must perform the duties of a safety once and the duties of an Assistant Jumpmaster once within 180 days of graduating to become current.  

Jumpmaster Refresher. Graduates of any other recognized Jumpmaster course, to include Graduates of an USA AAS Jumpmaster MTT Course, and any newly assigned Jumpmasters or Jumpmaster qualified personnel who have gone un-current must attend the AAS Jumpmaster Refresher course, prior to performing any duties.

Jumpmasters who fall into this category must perform the duties of a safety once and the duties of the Assistant Jumpmaster once within 180 days of graduating from the Jumpmaster Refresher course. To become current.

The Primary Jumpmaster: Not all Jumpmasters may perform the duties of the Primary Jumpmaster. First the Jumpmaster must be a current and qualified.

The Primary Jumpmaster must also be in the rank of SSG or above OR in the rank of SGT with an advanced rating. Finally, upon completion of the 82d Airborne Division Jumpmaster Course or The Jumpmaster Refresher Course, the Jumpmaster must perform the duties of the Safety at least twice, and the duties of the Assistant Jumpmaster at least twice. Before performing any duties as the Primary Jumpmaster.

A Corporal or non-advanced rated Sergeant cannot perform the duties of a Primary Jumpmaster.

Staying Current. Once you have met the requirements stated above, you must maintain currency to continue to perform duties as a member of the Jumpmaster Team. There are numerous ways to remain current. As a Jumpmaster you may maintain currency regardless of your rating by performing the duties of the either the PJM or the AJM once every 180 days.  

Senior or Master rated Jumpmaster may perform the duties as a Safety on an Air Force aircraft every 180 days to remain current. When a Jumpmaster is senior or master rated they are not required by the ASOP to perform the duties of either the PJM or the AJM however they must still remain current as a jumper.

      
All Jumpmasters must remain current and qualified in order to perform duties in the 82d Abn Div; however to ensure that you are current and up to date with the latest procedure and techniques you should always review your ASOP and your units SOP prior to performing any duty.

	DUTIES OF THE DZSO

DON’T BE UNPREPARED

SFC Frederick O. Yates

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


The DZSO is the Airborne Commanders Primary Representative of the Airborne Commander on the drop zone and is solely responsible for the safe and efficient operation of the drop zone. Prior to any individual assuming the duties of the DZSO or the assistant DZSO, they must ensure that they meet all necessary requirements for currency and qualification. 

To perform the duties of the DZSO the individual must be a current and qualified jumpmaster in the rank of SSG or above for airborne operations involving 1 to 4 aircraft. For airborne operations involving 5 or more aircraft the individual must be in the rank of SFC or higher. The individual must also be an advanced rated parachutist, however, this requirement may be waived for field grade officers. To become current the individual must assist a current and qualified DZSO at least twice and receive hands on training with a wind speed indicator.

 To perform the duties of the assistant DZSO the individual must be in the rank of CPL or above and a current and qualified jumpmaster. The individual must also receive hands on training with the wind speed indicator. 

The DZSO party will consist of a variety of individuals and equipment depending on the nature of the airborne operation. Road guards will be required and must be placed at all high-speed avenues of approach to the drop zone. A ladder detail is required for all airborne operations on Fort Bragg or Camp Mackall. A boat detail is required for all airborne operations conducted within 1000 meters of a water obstacle greater than 4 feet deep. 

The Malfunction Officer must be a current and qualified rigger with the rank of CPL or higher. A medical coverage team will be required IAW 82D ABN DIV ASOP, Edition 6, Chapter 7. 

The Senior Medic must be in the rank of SGT or above unless EMT qualified. For airborne operations involving 500 or more total jumpers or 241 jumpers on a single pass a Surgeon or a Physicians Assistant is required. 

The DZSO must make prior coordination to ensure all supporting units and agencies are properly briefed and capable of supplying the necessary personnel and, or equipment. 

The DSZO must also make face-to-face contact with the Airborne Commander for all airborne operations for which the DZSO is responsible. This face-to-face contact is very important and allows the DZSO and the Airborne Commander to develop a plan of action for conducting business on the drop zone. 

The day of the airborne operation NLT 3 hours prior to drop time the DZSO will receive a briefing from the GLO. It is suggested that after this briefing you link up with your entire DZSO party; verify that all personnel are present and conduct an inspection of all equipment, ensuring it is both serviceable and capable of performing its intended task. Ensure that you have back up batteries on hand for all battery-operated equipment. NLT 1 hour prior to drop time the DZSO and the entire DZSO party must be present on the drop zone. 

Upon arrival at the drop zone the DZSO will contact range control and open the drop zone. For airborne operations on Camp Mackall the drop zone will be opened through Mackall tower during duty hours. After duty hours it will be opened through range control. 

The DZSO will also co-locate with the STS/DZSTL, and discuss the airborne operation and conduct a reconnaissance of the drop zone for any safety hazards. The DZSO will also brief and position the DZSO party.

NLT 15 min prior to drop time the DZSO will co-locate with the DZSLT/STS and position the assistant DZSO at the highest point on the drop zone to obtain good wind readings. If the STS team is located at the highest point on the drop zone, the assistant DZSO may be place anywhere on the drop zone as necessary to obtain good wind readings. The DZSO will start taking wind readings at approx. 12 min prior to drop time and continue until the last jumper has landed. NLT 5-min prior to drop time the DZSO will contact range control for final drop clearance. 

The DZSO is responsible for ensuring that no unauthorized vehicles are located at the PPI, that all vehicles have engines running and drivers behind the steering wheel and that no vehicles are moving on the drop zone while the aircraft is in sight. At no time during the airborne operation will the DZSO leave the PPI for any reason.

 Upon completion of the airborne operation the DZSO will ensure that all injured jumpers have been treated, released or evacuated. The Airborne commander will release the DZSO from the drop zone once all personnel have been accounted for. The DZSO will be released from all his duties and responsibilities by the DACO.

 As the DZSO you play a very integral part in the overall safety of jumpers during an airborne operation, therefore it is imperative that you review and become familiar with all the duties and responsibilities of the DZSO as prescribed in the 82D ABN DIV ASOP, Edition 6, Chapter 15

	SEATING CONFIGURATIONS INSIDE THE C-17 GLOBEMASTER III

SSG THOMAS COCHRAN

USA AAS INSTRUCTOR


Recently there have been numerous changes to the seating configurations for the C-17 Globemaster III. The first change will be utilized when load planning passengers and cargo on the same aircraft and the second change concerns the new palletized seating system for the C-17 Globemaster III. 

Change 1 is mandated by the Air Force and affects the C-2 configuration. The C-2 Configuration allows the load planner to plan for up to 54 permanently installed sidewall seats and a clear floor for rolling stock (vehicles). The Air Mobility Command discovered after numerous operational missions that the C-2 configuration overly restricts the total width of cargo to an unacceptable limit and causes the unnecessary forfeit of the aircrafts cargo and passenger carrying capability. 

When utilizing both sets of sidewall seats (right and left) the maximum cargo width has been increased from 156 inches to 170 inches. When utilizing one set of sidewall seats the cargo width restrictions have been increased from 171 inches to 190 inches however the seats must be offset to the opposite side of the cargo. 

An example of this change is when loading two M998 vehicles the total width is 160 inches. Under the old allowable limits, only one side of the aircraft could be loaded with passengers but now both sides are usable for passengers.

Change 2 is a result of the introduction of the palletized seating system. This system is designed to increase the troop transport capability of the C-17 from 102 to 189 passengers. The seat pallet, which is a 463L pallet measures 88 inches long by 108 inches wide can be configured to hold 10 or 15 seats. There are two different seat/pallet configurations, which utilize the Aerial Delivery System detent locks to secure the pallets to the aircraft floor. As shown below in Figure 1.
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(FIG 1)

The first configuration utilizes nine seating pallets containing 15 seats each without a comfort pallet and allows for 189 passengers. The second configuration utilizes eight seating pallets and includes a comfort pallet. This configuration allows for a 163 passengers capacity. The comfort pallet is a 463L pallet, which has a latrine facility and a kitchenette. 

When utilizing the new palletized passenger seating the passenger may not have hand carried baggage. The space between the seats is very restrictive and will only accommodate room for the passenger.  As shown below in figure 2.
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(FIG 2)

Even though the side seating provides more legroom than the palletized seats, most passengers will find the palletized seating system more comfortable. Regardless of the type of seating configuration utilized passengers may not have any carry on bag that will block the aisle way or prevent an emergency evacuation of the aircraft The aisle must be clear at all time as shown below in figure 3.

 Normally, hand carried baggage is limited to 45 linear inches and must be able to fit under the passenger’s seat. All other baggage will be palletized prior to boarding the aircraft and placed in any one of the four remaining pallet positions on the ramp of the aircraft.

The palletized passenger seating system has been fielded at Charleston AFB, SC and McCord AFB, WA. Units wishing to utilize the C-17 palletized seating system are required to request it through their S-3 Air at the quarterly JA/ATT conference when scheduling Air Force Aircraft.
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                             (FIG 3)

	ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM and AMO knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne/air movement procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne/air movement procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP or RSOP and other airborne or air movement manuals.

     
Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer. The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1. To jump the AT-4 Jump pack how many exits from high performance aircraft must you have?

2. During daylight operations what is the primary means for signaling a no drop?

3. When exiting A-Series containers from Army aircraft when must co-ordinations be made with the riggers for a break-a-way static line for the T10-C modified cargo parachute? 

4. What Attachment of TM 38-250 deals with marking of hazardous materials?

5. 
How often must I complete an AMO refresher-training course?
********Jumpmaster Bonus********
Why does the cable loop have a rated capacity and a tensile strength?

*************AMO Bonus*************

What is the difference between DOT-E 7573 and DOT-E 9232?

	Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the United States Army Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.


Here are the Answers to last month’s Master Jumpmaster Update questions:

1. Does the DA Form 3912, Army Parachute Log Record, have to be present for the MIRPS to be serviceable? Yes the DA form 3912 Army Parachute log record must be present

2. Who is responsible for the S-3 Air Brief? The Airborne commander

3. Should you jettison your equipment when jumping into water while utilizing the B-7 Life Preserver? No you will not jettison any equipment you will lower it 

4. What is the date of the most current Drop Zone Survey for Sicily Drop Zone? 29 Oct 2002 

5. Can you jump out of an Army aircraft to gain proficiency after completing Basic Airborne Refresher? No you must exit a high performance Airforce Aircraft.

********Jumpmaster Bonus********

What is the only allowed method of securing the slide fastener and tab thong on the Saw Modified M1950 Weapons Case when using it to jump the M240B Machine Gun? It must be secured by the upper tie down tape 

***********AMO Bonus***********

How much Methyl Nitrate can be shipped by military air? None, Methyl Nitrate is forbidden on military air shipments.  

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the cadre of the United States Army Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the cadre of the United States Army Advanced Airborne School at (910) 396-6581/9023 or (910) 432-5601/5605 or email us at 82djumpmtrinst@bragg.army.mil
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      ALL THE WAY!
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