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	PREVENTION OF HEAT INJURIES IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

CPT BRIAN P. SULLIVAN

COMMANDER, USA AAS


As we all know, the North Carolina summer will affect every jumper during an airborne operation. Therefore, we will discuss rules and preventive measures that Airborne Commanders must understand and be prepared to execute in order to prevent heat injuries.

The weather decision will be made jointly between the Airborne Commander and the Air Mission Commander.  For proficiency lines with 3 aircraft or less, the Airborne Commander is not required to be present at Pope AFB Command Post for the weather decision, but must send a designated representative.

It is recommended that units conducting airborne operations under heat CAT IV and V have a pre-positioned FLA or medical evacuation vehicle assigned to the DACO at the departure airfield that can be used in case of an emergency. A non jumping medic or Combat Livesaver is also recommended to be present on each aircraft in case of an in-flight emergency. However, during an in-flight emergency it will be the decision of the aircrew weather to cancel the operation and return to the departure airfield or continue with the mission.

JA/ATT aircraft assets are limited; therefore, aircraft should not be cancelled without careful consideration.  The weather forecast is just that, a forecast; it should be tempered by the commander's experience and judgment. Marginal weather should not preclude flying the mission.

Joint actions by the Airborne Commander and the Air Mission Commander are necessary to take care of paratroopers during heat CAT IV and V days. Numerous actions can be taken without undue degradation of joint training.  The weather forecasts for Pope and FT. Bragg will include current‑day and next‑day projections for heat risks.

Army actions when heat CAT IV and V is projected should include:

   a.  Conduct pre-jump training the evening prior to or the morning of the airborne operation.

   b.  Conducting parachute issue in the PAX shed or other shaded area.

   c.  Minimizing the time allocated for preload activities (eliminate time padding).

   d.  Ensuring troopers consume adequate water prior to the airborne operation.

   e.  Based on METT‑T, conduct proficiency jumps without ALICE Packs. This will be the ultimate decision of the Airborne Commander. Remember to inform Corps/Division G3 Air of changes.

   f.  Based on METT‑T (requires Corps/Division G3 Air approval) to reduce the number of jumpers to 40 for the C130.  However, this option is not recommended based off the current shortfall in available aircraft. Conducting combat light jumps is the preferred method.

Air Force actions when heat CAT IV and V is projected should include:

    a.  Parking personnel aircraft on the lower areas of the Romeo Aircraft Parking Ramp (areas 1‑6).

    b.  Conducting engine run‑up prior to block‑in time/load time and/or Engine‑Running On‑load (ERO) unless precluded by mission requirements.

Additional heat CAT IV and V actions that require joint agreement at weather decision time between the Airborne Commander and the Air Mission Commander are:

           a.  Canceling Army participation on an aircraft (C-130 only) if its air‑conditioner is inoperative during heat CAT IV and V time frame; however, this option will only be taken only under extreme conditions.

     b.  Flying a short route/TAC Bravo on one turn of a three-turn mission during heat CAT IV and V time frame if training requirements permit.

For ORI/EDREs, JTXs, and other large-scale exercises not flown under the JA/ATT program, it is normally possible to coordinate a 24-hour weather delay.  These delays must be coordinated through Corps/ Division G3 Air during the initial planning phase.  Weather delays are not authorized under the JA/ATT program. These measures are listed in chapter 18 of the 82D Airborne Division ASOP, Edition VI and any deviation request must be submitted to the appropriate Corps or Division G3 Air.
	PREVENTION OF STATIC LINE INJURIES IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

SFC Robert R. Lilly
USA AAS INSTRUCTOR


There has been an increase in static line injuries during recent airborne operations.  The most likely reason a jumper might be hurt or killed is that something was wrong with their universal static line. The universal static line must be 100% right.    Every Paratrooper from the Primary Jumpmaster to the last jumper in the stick must do their part in order to prevent these injuries. Prevention of static line injuries start with the SARJE brief.  The Jumpmaster must brief the STATIC LINE CONTROL portion thoroughly, beginning from when the jumpers first load the aircraft.  The Jumpmaster must state specifically that jumpers will NOT remove the USL snap hook from the top carrying handle of the reserve parachute until given the jump command to “HOOK UP”.  The jumpmaster team must demonstrate how to properly hook up and inspect the universal static line; how to move toward the paratroop door once the command “STAND BY” is given; and how to hand the universal static line to the safety upon exiting the aircraft.  

The jumpmaster team must never demonstrate an improper or incorrect technique during the demonstration.  This could lead to confusion among your jumpers.  

The jumpmaster team should conduct Mock Door training immediately after the SARJE Brief.  During Mock Door training, everything that was discussed and demonstrated during the SARJE Brief must be strictly enforced.  You must continue Mock Door training until you are absolutely satisfied that each individual jumper knows exactly what to do inside the aircraft.  

Upon the jump command “HOOK UP” each jumper will remove the USL snap hook from the top carrying handle of their reserve parachute and hook up to the appropriate anchor line cable with the opening gate of the universal static line snap hook facing toward the skin of the aircraft.  Each jumper must then form a 6-inch bight in the universal static line by holding 4 inches in the hand and 2 below.  Hold the universal static line below the sewn re-enforced portion with the appropriate hand depending upon which paratroop door the jumpers will exit from. For the right door, form the bight with the right hand.  For the left door, form the bight with the left hand. Holding approximately 4 inches of the universal static line in the hand and 2 inches below forms the bight.  Each jumper secures the universal static line forming a fist at approximately eye level. The jumpers then route the universal static line over the appropriate shoulder.  


Upon the next jump command of “CHECK STATIC LINES”, each jumper will inspect his or her universal static line beginning with the USL snap hook.  Jumpers will insure that the spring opening gate of the USL snap hook is facing towards the skin of the aircraft and it is fully attached to the aircraft anchor-line cable. 

SEE FIGURE 1 BELOW    
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FIGURE 1

The jumpers will then continue their inspection of the universal static line insuring that the sewn reinforced portion is not in their hand.  SEE FIGURE 2 BELOW
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FIGURE 2

The jumpers must then open their hand and inspect the universal static line within their hand, removing any twists and inspecting for any cuts, tears, burns or excessive frays. SEE FIGURE 3 BELOW
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FIGURE 3

The jumpers then reform their bite then inspect the universal static line from where it re-emerges from their hand. SEE FIGURE 4 BELOW
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FIGURE 4

The jumpers will then trace the USL as far back as possible or until their hand disappears behind their shoulder. They are inspecting to insure that the universal static line is routed over their shoulder and not underneath the arm or misrouted under the risers.  SEE FIGURE 5 BELOW
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FIGURE 5

Each jumper will then inspect the universal static line of the jumper to their front, following the universal static line and, once again, ensuring that the universal static line is routed properly over the appropriate shoulder and not misrouted under the arm or through the risers.  SEE FIGURE 6 BELOW
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FIGURE 6
Follow the universal static line over the jumper’s shoulder, then to each stow of universal static line ensuring that it is properly secured by the retainer bands on the inner and outer static line stow bars. Also ensure that any excess universal static line is stowed in the static line slack retainer.

SEE FIGURE 7 BELOW
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FIGURE 7

Once the jumper reaches the last section of universal static line, the jumper must insure that it is routed from the right outer static line stow bar to the pack closing tie.  SEE FIGURE 8 BELOW
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FIGURE 8

The jumper must insure that the pack-closing loop is secured by the pack-closing tie in the 6 to 9 o’clock position and is not cut torn or frayed at all. The last jumper in the stick will be inspected by the second to the last jumper when the supplementary command “LAST TWO JUMPERS TURN TOWARD THE SKIN OF THE AIRCRAFT; SECOND TO THE LAST JUMPER CHECK THE LAST JUMPER’S STATIC LINE “ is given.  Upon that command both jumpers will turn toward the skin of the aircraft and the second to the last jumper will check the last jumper’s static line as previously described. SEE FIGURE 9 NEXT COLUMN
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FIGURE 9

Jumpmasters must stress that the jumpers are not to attempt to fix any deficiencies under any circumstances. If a jumper finds a deficiency, he or she will place their arm over the appropriate anchor line cable and get the attention of the safety. It is the safety’s responsibility to correct that deficiency.  SEE FIGURE 10 BELOW
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FIGURE 10

Once the jumpers have checked static lines, the safeties will then inspect each jumper’ s universal static line on their paratroop door beginning with the last jumper toward the forward portion of the aircraft; working toward the aft portion of the aircraft.  They will begin with the USL static line snap hook insuring that the spring opening gate is facing toward the skin of the aircraft. SEE FIGURE 11 BELOW 
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FIGURE 11

The safety will then trace down insuring that the jumper is not grasping the sewn reinforced portion of the universal static line; check to insure that the jumper’s hand is approximately eye level and that his/her elbow is high.  The safety must then insure that the jumper still has the proper bite in the universal static line. 

Then trace the universal static line insuring that it is taut from the anchor line cable and that the excess universal static line is stowed in the static line slack retainer.   SEE FIGURE 12 BELOW
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FIGURE 12

  The safety will then inspect the entire length of universal static line to insure that it is properly stowed to the static line stow bars down to the pack closing tie.  Insure that the pack-closing tie is routed through the pack opening loop and all four pack-closing loops.
Safeties must be especially alert to correct a jumper with too big a bite. Trace the full length of universal static line to insure that it has not become misrouted.  As the Safety checks each jumper’s universal static line, the Safety will remind each jumper to “HAND YOUR STATIC LINE TO THE SAFETY”.  If any member of the jumpmaster team determines that the jumper’s universal static line is not stowed in the proper manner, that  jumper will not exit the aircraft.

Each jumper must maintain positive control of their universal static line throughout the remainder of the time warnings and jump commands.  Once the command “STAND BY “ is given, the number 1 jumper will make eye-to-eye contact with the safety; extend their arm holding the universal static line until the safety has taken completely taken control of it. SEE FIGURE 13 NEXT COLUMN
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FIGURE 13

The number 1 jumper then rotates 90 degrees into the paratroop door and assumes the proper exit position with one foot on and one foot off of the jump platform.  Before any other jumper moves, they must extend their arms to the elbow lock position, so that each jumper has a full arm’s length between himself and the jumper to his/her front.  SEE FIGURE 14 BELOW
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FIGURE 14

 On the final jump command “GO”, the number 1 jumper will exit and the following jumpers must extend their arms and walk toward the paratroop door while maintaining ripcord grip awareness.

Once each jumper reaches the safety, they will make eye-to-eye contact with the safety and hand the universal static line to the safety.    

They will then return their hand to the reserve parachute: rotate 90 degrees into the paratroop door and exit up and out vigorously; going into their first point of performance.

It is imperative that the Primary and the Assistant Jumpmasters verbally control their stick as their jumpers exit by reminding them to walk and not shuffle; maintain ripcord grip awareness; and make eye to eye contact with the safety.  Jumpers must never throw the universal static line at the safety. 

The standards described in this article must be briefed at the SARJE and enforced vigorously during mock door training.  Jumpmasters cannot afford to let mistakes go during mock door training.  Mock door training should be conducted until the entire jump master team is satisfied that these standards have been met completely.  Finally, these standards must be strictly enforced during actions in the aircraft where it really matters.  The jumpmaster team must remember that they owe it to their jumpers to never take a short cut. It could very well cost a jumper their life.

The United States Army Advanced Airborne School has a video available containing actual narrated footage of both proper and improper static line control.  All you need to do is stop by the school (Bldg. A-1917) and sign out a copy.  It is shown to jumpmaster students at each class and can be a valuable tool for unit level training.


Most static line injuries are preventable.  Jumpers must do their part to keep the airborne operation safe. Although the ultimate responsibility to enforce the standards discussed rests with the Jumpmaster Team, every paratrooper and airborne leader is responsible to maintain these standards in order to keep themselves and their airborne buddies safe.     
	INSPECTING YOUR SOLDIERS EQUIPMENT

SFC Miguel A. Erazo
USA AAS AMO INSTRUCTOR


To decrease loss of operational time it is imperative that leaders inspect their soldiers’ equipment prior to initial manifest. Regardless of whether they are jumpmaster qualified, it is still a leaders responsibility to inspect all of their soldiers equipment.  All airborne leaders should know the proper inspection of the ballistic helmet and the ALICE pack. Too often the jumpmaster team gets behind in their duties correcting deficiencies that should be corrected at unit level. The mindset that the safety kit is where we fix our ballistic helmets and replace our lost air items must change.


The entire outer rim of the helmet shell must be inspected for any sharp or protruding edges that may cut or fray the jumper’s universal static line upon exiting the aircraft. If any sharp or protruding edges are found, pad and tape the outer rim of the helmet shell with cellulose wadding and tape, pressure sensitive, adhesive olive cloth.

The jumpmaster must insure that the modified suspension band with drawstring and adjustable tab is properly adjusted to prevent head to helmet contact by creating approximately a 1/2 inch space between the jumpers head and the crown of the helmet shell. The modified headband must be properly secured to the modified suspension band with drawstring and adjustable tab by utilizing the 6 securing tabs. 


To properly fit the modified headband to the jumper’s head, you must place the smooth leather side against the jumper’s skin, with the adjustable tab to the rear of the jumper’s head.  Then adjust the adjustable tab to provide a snug but comfortable fit. Then attach the modified headband to the modified suspension band with drawstring and adjustable Tab, ensuring that the smooth leather side is against the jumper’s skin, the six securing tabs are attached to the pile tabs located on the modified suspension band with drawstring and adjustable tab, and the adjustable tab is to the rear of the helmet shell.  If securing the headband to the suspension band with drawstring and adjustable tab ensure that the opening gates of the attaching clips are facing towards the outer rim of the helmet shell and the adjusting buckle with tape to the rear of the helmet shell. 


One of the most overlooked items of the ballistic helmet is the chinstrap. The jumpmaster must ensure that the long continuous portion chinstrap is properly routed through the adjusting buckle and it is not cut, torn, frayed or reversed. The short sewn portion chinstrap must be inspected to ensure it is not cut, torn, frayed, reversed, or dry-rotted. SEE FIGURE 1 BELOW
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                       FIGURE 1
Insure that the pull the dot fastener with tab is a serviceable pull the dot fastener with tab and the nylon portion is not cut, torn or frayed. Many times the nylon portion becomes frayed (as it is depicted in figure 3 below) and neither the jumpers nor jumpmasters realize this during their inspection of the equipment. Inspect the adjusting buckles to ensure they are not bent, distorted out of shape, rusted, cracked or corroded, and the nylon portion is not cut, torn, or frayed. The locking nuts must be present and securely tightened down.  SEE FIGURE 2 NEXT PAGE
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                       FIGURE 2
The jumpmaster must ensure that the modified foam impact pad is serviceable. The foam impact pad and the modified foam impact pad are the only two interchangeable items on the ballistic helmet, in order to utilize the foam impact pad with the modified suspension band with drawstring and adjustable tab you must extend the 1 inch reversed U shaped slot by 1/2 inch in length. SEE FIGURE 3 BELOW
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                         FIGURE 3

Insure that all of the rounded portion of the A-nuts are facing towards the outer rim of the helmet shell; also ensure the A-nuts are not rusted, cracked or corroded. SEE FIGURE 4 BELOW
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FIGURE 4
If a head harness for night vision devices is secured to the ballistic helmet, it must be completely taped with tape, pressure sensitive, adhesive, olive cloth, and the existing ½ inch mounting screw must be replaced with a 5/8 inch mounting screw


To properly inspect the ALICE pack rigged with the harness single point release, start by, inspecting the snap hooks of the adjustable D-ring attaching straps to ensure they are not bent, distorted out of shape, rusted, cracked or corroded. Trace down the black intermittent stitch to ensure it is not cut, torn or frayed. You must also ensure that they have not been misrouted behind the frame of the ALICE pack.

When you encounter the triangle link, inspect it to ensure it is not bent, distorted out of shape, rusted, cracked or corroded.


Inspect to ensure the white attaching loop is routed from bottom to top through the triangle link, the green attaching loop is routed from bottom to top through the white attaching loop, the red attaching loop is routed from bottom to top through the green attaching loop and through the grommet in the female portion leg strap release assembly, and the release handle cable is routed through the red attaching loop and into the cable loop retainer. 
Next the jumpmaster will inspect the release handle assembly. Inspect the release handle to ensure it is routed through the release handle cross strap, properly secured by the hook-pile tape, and the release handle cable has also been routed through the release handle cross strap. Then pull down on the release handle lanyard to ensure it is secured to the release handle and is not twisted. The equipment retainer straps must be inspected to ensure that they are not twisted, cut, torn or frayed. 

Ensure the outer accessory pouches have been filled with non-fragile items of equipment. Continue to trace the equipment retainer straps until they disappear behind the envelope cushion portion. Ensure the equipment retainer straps have been properly routed underneath the tubular portion of the ALICE pack frame, underneath the envelope cushion portion, and on to the rear of the ALICE pack and they are not twisted. SEE FIGURE 6 BELOW
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FIGURE 6

Continue the trace of the equipment retainer straps, and when you reach the girth hitch of the hook pile tape lowering line, inspect the HPT lowering line to insure it has been properly girth hitched to the X-configuration and is routed North to South or South to North never East to West. Inspect the quick releases to ensure they are indeed quick releases and they are no less than 2 and no more than 3 fingers in length. Insure that the equipment retainer straps are secured by retainer bands or masking tape, one or the other never both and there is no preferred method. Now tug on the shoulder carrying straps to ensure they are properly secured to the ALICE pack frame, now inspect the S-folds to ensure they are secured with retainer bands or masking tape one or the other never both and there is no preferred method.  SEE FIGURE 7 NEXT COLUMN
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FIGURE 7


Next you will inspect the HPT lowering line to ensure it has been properly secured to the HSPR. First inspect the girth hitch to ensure it has been properly secured to the X-configuration on the rear of the ALICE pack. Trace down the HPT lowering line until you encounter that first hook pile tab modification, ensure it is present and securing the S-folds inside the retainer flap. 

Trace down the retainer flap ensuring at least 50% of the hook pile tape is securing the retainer flap closed. Also ensure the HPT lowering line has been secured to the tubular portion of the ALICE pack frame by means of retainer bands one above and one below the horizontal frame support. When you encounter that second hook pile tab modification, ensure it is securing the S-folds of the HPT lowering line inside the retainer flap. Continue to inspect the HPT lowering line until you encounter the ejector snap. Insure that the yellow safety lanyard is present and the ejector snap is not bent or distorted out of shape and it is not rusted, cracked or corroded and there is nothing present that would prevent it from properly seating. SEE FIGURE 8 BELOW
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FIGURE 8

A proper inspection of these items of equipment by a soldiers first line supervisor can save the Jumpmaster team valuable time while at Pre-Jump or JMPI.

	HAZARDOUS MATERIALS HANDLER REQUIREMENTS

SFC Amos Hosmer

USA AAS AMO INSTRUCTOR


During our recent MTT to Iraq there were several questions asked by newly minted unit Air Movement Control Officers. Among them were: 1. “What school must I attend to become a current, qualified Hazmat Handler?” and 2. “What school must I attend in order to be able to certify Hazardous Material out of Pope Airforce Base?” Students that attended the AMMO-62 course taught at Baghdad International Airport, as well as the one currently being offered in classroom 2 at the Advanced Airborne School mistakenly believe that since the course teaches the TM 38-250, they are fully qualified. 

First of all, there are several schools that you may attend to receive your AMO form 9 (these are listed in TM 38-250, Attachment 25.3.1.1, pg. 364. However, if you are in the XVIII Airborne Corps you must be certified through the United States Army Advanced Airborne School, Air Movement Operations Hazardous Materials Course. Our course teaches students to certify hazardous materials solely by military air, specifically certification of hazardous materials being transported under authority of chapter 3 for a tactical/contingency move. It also gives specific guidance to be followed when using Pope Air Force Base as a departure airfield. The AMMO-62 course teaches students to certify hazardous materials with any mode of transportation whether it is land, sea, rail, or air (military and civilian). 

 Students outside the XVIII Airborne Corps are considered current and qualified if they graduate either school. Certification in either course is good for only two years for military personnel (the AMMO-62 certification is good for three years for civilians)

There has also been some consternation about which course students should be attending. For a while the AMMO-62 course and Air Movement Operations Course were both being taught at Pope Airforce Base inside building W-1335, but this is no longer the case. The AMMO-62 course is presently being taught in classroom 2 at the main school, located in building A1917, on Taylor Street. Students unsure of which course they are attending should ask their Schools NCO prior to the first day of the course. Several students lost slots for the 8-04 course after wasting half the first day in trying to get into the wrong course.

Finally, all students that attended and graduated the Hazmat Handlers and Equipment Preparation Courses MTT in Iraq can pick up their diplomas from their respective Brigade S-3 Air NCOs. All diplomas are now in their possession for dissemination. If any discrepancies are found please contact the Air Movement Operations Committee at (910) 432-5601/5615 and they will be corrected.  

	ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals. 

Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1.
What is the minimum safe drop speed for a T-10D main parachute?

2. 
How many original copies of the Shipper’s Declaration for Dangerous Goods are needed for each load to be transported?

3.
What material and pattern is the Ballistic Helmet made from?

4. 
How many time warnings and jump commands are used for the CH-47 Chinook?

5. 
What are the four methods available to protect cylinder valves?

***********Jumpmaster Bonus***********

   
What are the minimum and maximum weights for a 3 and 4 strap load on an A7A Cargo Sling?


     **************** AMO Bonus ***************

   
What is the maximum amount of fuel for a vehicle loaded on the KC-10A Extender?

	Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.


Here are the answers to last month’s Master Jumpmaster Update questions:

1. 
What is the exchange ratio for paperboard honeycomb on a SMJP? There is no exchange ratio for the SMJP.

2.
What is the currency after completing the Air transportation of Hazardous Materials Course? 24 Months from the day of graduation.

3.
What is the difference between the BA-18 and the BA-22 Parachutes? There is a Blast Handle on the BA-18 Parachute and a Ripcord Grip on the BA-22 Parachute.

4.
What manual do you refer to in order to find the amount of energy dissipating material for A-Series Containers?

FM 10-500-3

5.
What are the proper marking and labeling requirements for fuel cans? Proper Shipping Name, UN Number, Flash Point and Class 3 Flammable Label.

*********** Jumpmaster Bonus**********

When jumping under artic conditions, how are the snowshoes attached to the parachute harness? The pre-fitted snowshoes are secured to each other and attached to the M1950 Weapons Case utilizing type III nylon cord. The M1950 Weapons Case is secured to the jumper as normal.

*************AMO Bonus**************

How many passengers may be transported on the C-17 Globemaster III while utilizing the new Palletized Seating System? 189 passengers utilizing 8 modified 463L pallets and the 54 permanently installed sidewall seats.

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the United States Army Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the United States Army Advanced Airborne School at (910) 396-6581/9023 or (910) 432-5601/5605 or email us at 82djumpmtrinst@bragg.army.mil 

Commander

      CPT Sullivan

1SG

  
   1SG Hankins

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Yates

Tower Committee Chief

SSG Rowland

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Erazo

Free Fall Team Leader

SFC Fleming

ALL THE WAY!










UNSERVICEABLE








PAGE  
4

_1119254787.doc
[image: image1.png]






_1119256213.doc
[image: image1.png]144
1471
uh/’l

"/,,;,!,







A-NUT












