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One of the responsibilities of the Drop Zone Support Team Leader, commonly referred to as the DZSTL, is to ensure that the appropriate code letter is being utilized on the drop zone.  The correct code letter may be found on pages 4-10 through 4-12 of the 82D Airborne Division ASOP, Edition 6.  Additional information regarding the use and construction of code letters may be found in Air Force Instruction 13-217, Drop Zone and Landing Zone Operations, Appendix G.  In this article, above each code letter diagram is the drop zone and type of airborne operation that code letter is used for.


Below you will find diagrams and information regarding the proper construction of the code letters J, C, A, R and S for daytime airborne operations.  Each code letter will be constructed of 9 VS-17 panels (VS-17 Marker Panel, Aerial, NSN 8345-00-174-6965).  A VS-17 panel is 2 feet wide by 6 feet long with one side colored international orange and the other side colored cerise (red).  VS-17 panels may be obtained through your unit supply.  The DZSTL will also put up the RAM (Raised Angle Marker), on   the PI (Point of Impact) and the code letter will be built off the base of the RAM. 

The RAM is constructed of 5 VS-17 panels in accordance with the diagram below.  To have one made for your DZSTL kit, contact E Company, 782D Main Support Battalion at (910) 432-4374.  You will need to provide 5 VS-17 panels.
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The code letter "J", is used on Salerno, Holland, Volturno, and Netherlands Drop Zones for personnel drops and on Nijmegen Drop Zone for heavy drops.     (See Figure 1)
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Figure 1

The code letter "C" is used for heavy drops on Sicily, Holland, Gela, Contentin and Netherlands Drop Zones.  (See Figure 2)





Figure 2


The code letter “A” is used on Sicily, Gela, Luzon, Rhine, and Nijmegen drop zones for personnel drops.  (See Figure 3)
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Figure 3

The code letter "R" is used on Normandy, Contentin and Mackall Drop Zones for personnel drops and on Normandy and Luzon Drop Zones for heavy drops. (See Figure 4)






Figure 4
The code letter "S" is used on St. Mere Eglise Drop Zone for personnel drops, and on Salerno, St. Mere Eglise and Volturno Drop Zones for heavy drops.    (See Figure 5)
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Figure 5


For night airborne operations, the code letter will be constructed of 9 Field Marker Lights, (NSN 6230-01-396-8900), commonly referred to as omni-directional lights, or 9 Light, Marker, Ground Obstruction, (NSN 6230-00-115-9996) otherwise known as bean-bag lights.  Local dealers who sell the omni-directional lights may be found through ACR Electronics (1-800-432-0227).  On the Internet go to www.acrelectronics.com/military/l32/l32.htm for the L-32 Field Marker Light System.  The bean-bag lights may be obtained through your unit supply.  

The night code letter is constructed in the same shape as the daytime code letters, with the addition of two flanker lights 250 meters to the left and right of the PI.  Each flanker light will be either an omni-directional light or a bean-bag light.  Additionally the DZSTL will utilize an Aerial, Marker, Distress (NSN 6230-00-67-5209), otherwise known as an amber rotating beacon, placed 1000 meters from the PI, or the trail edge of the drop zone, whichever is the closest.  To aid in drop zone identification, the DZSTL may utilize a colored filter on one of the omni-directional lights. The colored filters for the omni-directional lights are also a local purchase item and may also be obtained through ACR Electronics (www.acrelectronics.com).  


The DZSTL must ensure that the correct code letter and any identifying markers, such as a colored filter on an omni-directional light for night airborne operations, are accurately reflected on the DZST/Air Crew Mission Briefing Checklist. 

Since each code letter must be 35 feet by 35 feet, it may be helpful for the DZSTL to bring a 35 foot piece of ¼ inch cotton webbing to help with measuring and setting up the appropriate code letter. 

As with any Jumpmaster duty, prior to performing the duty, the DZSTL must also review chapters 4 and 17 of the 82D Airborne Division ASOP, Edition 6.

	RULES CONCERNING BASIC COMBAT LOAD OR INDIVIDUAL ISSUE WHEN CONDUCTING CHAPTER 3 MOVES.
SFC Curtis Porter

USA AAS Instructor


When conducting a move on military aircraft under the provisions of Chapter 3 of TM 38-250, Preparing Hazardous Materials For Military Air Shipments, individuals may carry their basic combat load or individual issue of hazardous materials under the following conditions: 

1) Personnel will engage an enemy force immediately upon arrival at the objective.

2) Personnel not immediately engaging the enemy force when deplaning, but will assume a tactical mission on arrival.

If deploying with the basic combat load or individual issue of hazardous materials while operating under condition (2) above, the troop commander must collect all the items in question, including small arms ammunition, before the anti-hijacking brief.  Upon arrival at the aircraft, the troop commander must brief the loadmaster on the hazardous materials and assist the loadmaster in properly securing the hazardous materials before departure.  The hazardous materials in question will be redistributed upon arrival at the destination.

Some specific limitations that apply to Chapter 3 moves and the individual’s basic combat load or an individual issue of hazardous materials follow:

1) Personnel must not handle explosives and other hazardous materials during flight operations.

2) All individual hazardous materials are safe from accidental initiation.

3) Ensure all small arms ammunition remains in the individual carrier (such as an ammunition pouch) and all weapons are cleared and remain cleared until the aircraft has landed.

4) All NBC equipment must remain in the individual carrier and accompany the individual at all times.

5) Lithium batteries installed in the battery compartment of a piece of electronic equipment require no additional packaging.  Individuals may hand carry (in pockets, ALICE pack or MOLLE pack, etc) the minimum number of lithium batteries required to sustain operations immediately upon arrival.  The airborne commander determines that minimum number.  Hand carried lithium batteries must be in their original wrapping or wrapped in a nonconductive material to prevent short-circuiting.  

6) A Shipper’s Declaration for Dangerous Goods (SDDG) is not required.

Remember that Chapter 3 of the TM 38-250 only covers tactical, contingency or emergency airlift.  Training and ordinary re-deployment operations do not fall under a Chapter 3 move.  The MAJCOM having operational control of the deploying unit justifies the applicability of Chapter 3 of the TM 38-250.  

Any questions regarding Chapter 3 moves or other Air Movement Operations questions should be directed to your unit S-3 Air or the United States Army Advanced Airborne School Air Movement Operations Committee at (910) 432-5601/5605.

	Reenlistment

Tandems

SFC William Fleming

82D ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM CHIEF


The USA AAS All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82D Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. 

Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the USA All-American Freefall Team POC                 SFC Fleming at 910-432-0662/0761

	JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED


Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the USA Advanced Airborne School or e-mail           the article to us at 82djumpmtrinst@bragg.army.mil
	ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM and AMO knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne/air movement procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne/air movement procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP or RSOP and other airborne or air movement manuals.

     
Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.
1. Does the DA Form 3912, Army Parachute Log Record, have to be present for the MIRPS to be serviceable?

2. Who is responsible for the S-3 Air Brief?

3.  Should you jettison your equipment when jumping into water while utilizing the B-7 Life Preserver?

4.  What is the date of the most current Drop Zone Survey for Sicily Drop Zone?

5. Can you jump out of an Army aircraft to gain proficiency after completing Basic Airborne Refresher?

********Jumpmaster Bonus********

What is the only allowed method of securing the slide fastener and tab thong on the Saw Modified M1950 Weapons Case when using it to jump the M240B Machine Gun?

***********AMO Bonus***********

How much Methyl Nitrate can be shipped by military air?

Here are the answers to last months quiz:

1) What is the minimum and maximum     weight for an A-Series container? 90-350lbs.
2) Is the flash point for Class 3 Hazardous Materials required in key 19 of the SDDG? No.
3) Can a Jumpmaster qualified corporal perform as a corrections station? Yes.
4) If a Hazardous Material has two hazard classes, are you required to annotate both on the SDDG? No.
5) Can blank ammunition be jumped inside the M1950 Weapons Case? No.
Answers to last month’s bonus questions:

********Jumpmaster Bonus********

What is the proper nomenclature for the 3 types of suspension pads in the ACH?
Crown pad; trapezoid pad; oval pad

***********AMO Bonus***********
How many pallet positions are located on the C-130J? 6

	Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the United States Army Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.


The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the cadre of the United States Army Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the cadre of the United States Army Advanced Airborne School at (910) 396-6581/9023 or (910) 432-5601/5605 or email us at 82djumpmtrinst@bragg.army.mil
	Commander
	CPT Beaudoin

	1SG
	1SG Hankins

	Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Warner

	Tower Committee Chief

SFC Duchatelier

	AMO Committee Chief

SFC Williams

	Free Fall Team Leader

SFC Fleming
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