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WHAT IS A SNAP SHACKLE LOWERING LINE?

SSG James Belanger

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

Have you ever been down at a Departure Airfield and heard someone talking about the Snap Shackle Lowering Line?  Ever wonder what it was and who can use it?  The Snap Shackle Lowering Line is designed the same as the Hook Pile Tape Lowering Line with the exception that the ejector snap has been replaced with two snap shackles and two white safety lanyards.  The Snap Shackle Lowering Line consists of an Opening Gate; a Torsion Spring; a Swivel Eye; and a White Safety Lanyard.  The snap shackle has a rated capacity of 4,000 LBS.  There is a long snap shackle (lanyard is 10 inches with hook tape) and a short snap shackle (lanyard is 5 inches with pile tape).

The Snap Shackle Lowering Line is a modification made by the 82D ABN DIV riggers.  SSG Bishop who was an AAS Instructor in 1994 designed and helped tested it with the test directorate.  The Snap Shackle Lowering Line was designed for RTOs and Medical Personnel jumping extremely heavy equipment.   The Snap Shackle Lowering Line prevents a jumper from accidentally jettisoning their equipment by having two points of attachment to the parachute harness.  

The Snap Shackle Lowering Line attaches to the ALICE Pack the same way as the Hook Pile Tape Lowering Line with a girth hitch to the equipment retainer straps.  Secure the snap shackles through the one ply reinforced nylon webbing and the main body of the M1950 Weapons Case from front to rear as worn by the jumper.  Then secure the short snap shackle to one of three places. The triangle link on the T-10C improved parachute harness, the accessory attaching ring on the lowering line adapter web, or on the left D-ring as the outer most item of equipment. The Long Snap Shackle is attached to the left D-ring as the outer most item of equipment.   Ensure that the opening gates are facing away from the jumper’s body.  Then secure both white safety lanyards.

The Snap Shackle Lowering Line costs twice as much as the Hook Pile Tape Lowering Line.  However if you think about what costs more, a Snap Shackle Lowering Line or a SINCGAR a TACSAT radio or a fully stocked M58 Aide Bag rigged inside an ALICE Pack?

HOW DO I INSPECT THE BA-18/22?

SSG Michael Carroll

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR


The BA-18/22 is a troop, back type parachute used by the Air Force for emergency escape when manual bailout is required.  


Before donning the BA-18, an inspection must be conducted.  First, you must inspect the harness assembly for any cuts, tears, frays, excessive dirt, oil, water or grease.  Next, inspect the three ejector snaps to ensure that they are serviceable and not bent, rusted, or distorted out of shape.  Inspect the three quick fit “V”-rings to ensure they are serviceable and not bent, rusted, or distorted out of shape.


Inspect the canopy release assemblies to ensure that the male fitting canopy release assembly is properly secured inside the female fitting canopy release assembly. Insure the latch secures the cable loop and is secured by the safety clip. Insure there is no dirt or foreign material present in either canopy release assembly.  Next ensure the rip cord grip is secured inside the rip cord grip stow pocket located on the left main lift web.  Ensure the cable is secured and the red knob is secured to the cable.


Depending on the aircraft this BA-18 is used for, there may be a wooden green knob located on the right main lift web.  This is nothing more than the activation device for the oxygen if the BA-18 is equipped for oxygen use.  Inspect to ensure the automatic opening device lanyard is present, (yellow .25 sec., blue .75 sec., red 1 sec., and white 4-5 sec.).  Inspect the locking pins and cable behind the stowage pocket for the personnel lowering device.  Make sure that they are not bent, rusted, cracked, or corroded and are properly routed through the two white loops.  


Inspect the personnel lowering device.  The personnel lowering device is constructed of white or sage green 5/8 inch tubular nylon webbing with a tensile strength of 2250 lbs., and is approximately 150 ft. in length.  The last 25 feet of the 5/8 in. tubular nylon webbing is yellow or black in color to indicate you are approaching the end.    Located on one end are two snap hooks and an “O” ring, which are stored in the stowage pocket located on the left main lift web.  


To properly utilize the personnel lowering device you would route the long snap hook under both risers and attach the short snap hook to the chest strap, then release both canopy release assemblies.  To lower yourself to the ground you pull out an arm length of the 5/8-inch wide tubular nylon webbing at a time and lower yourself to the ground.   Inspect the locking pins and spring on the rear of the pack assembly to ensure that they are not bent, rusted or corroded, and the hook portion is routed through both white loops.  


Finally do an overall inspection of the parachute to ensure there is no excess water, dirt, oil, or grease and there is no exposed canopy or suspension lines, ensuring you pay particular attention to the pilot parachute protective flap.  


To properly don the BA-18/22, place it high on your back just as you would with the T-10C main parachute and secure the two side adjusting straps located on each side of the parachute harness.  Unlike the T-10C main parachute, the BA-18/22 does not have sizing channels, it has adjusting straps with sizes ranging 1-7 with 1 being the largest and 7 being the smallest.  You will tighten down on the side adjusting straps ensuring the saddle is well beneath your buttocks.  Then secure the chest strap and the both leg straps and tighten them down.  Roll or fold the excess webbing and secure it in the appropriate webbing retainer.

MYTHS ABOUT AIR MOVEMENT OPERATIONS

SFC Christopher Buffaloe

AMO COMMITTEE CHIEF


During the past three months, the AMO committee has received numerous calls about issues such as AMO recertification, ORS pre-inspections and authorized modes of certification. In the course of this update all of the myths and rumors about these issues will be resolved.


AMO recertification is often a misunderstood subject. In previous years an AMO recertification course was conducted quarterly to allow uncurrent AMCOs  to recertify, however many of the students did not perform the duties over the period of their currency therefore their skills and knowledge as an AMCO perished and they could not keep up with the pace of the curriculum. Because of this reccurring trend among the majority of the students it was deemed that re-certification would simply become a test administered in the same format as the normal course test. By doing this, AMCOs who perform duties on a regular basis can coordinate with the cadre to take the recertification test. If the individual passes the exam, he or she is issued a new AMO Form 9 for currency.


The Operational Readiness Survey is a diagnostic tool used by the commander to assess the deployment readiness of his unit, however many units often miss the AMO training opportunity that the ORS can provide them. The AMO committee will provide units a pre-inspection prior to their ORS as long as the unit coordinates with the AMO committee at least two weeks prior to their ORS date. Personnel who need to be present at the pre-inspection are the unit AMCOs as well as the key leaders. AMO cadre will discuss and demonstrate the proper procedures for the inspection and documentation of all equipment offered for military air shipment. The requesting unit must provide the equipment that they desire to be trained on. Units can also request an AMO breakfast and a AMO cadre member will come to the unit and discuss any new and upcoming information that will effect Air Movement Operations.


The next issue that will be addressed is the mode of transportation that the AMO course will allow you to certify. As we all know AMO stands for Air Movement Operations and the stress is on the word “AIR”. Upon graduating the AMO course and your commander has placed you on additional duty orders, you are only authorized to certify hazardous materials by military air. In the event that your unit needs you to certify hazardous materials by sea, rail or land you must attend one of the courses outlined in Attachment 25 of the TM 38-250. XVIII Airborne Corps normally sponsors two DOD hazmat courses yearly. In the event you want to attend that course you need to contact the Corp schools NCO.


The AMO committee is currently located in bldg A-1917 on Taylor St. anyone needing assistance with Air Movement Operations should come by or call the Advanced Airborne School.  

Reenlistment Tandems

SSG Tommy Sullivan

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER

The All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG Sullivan at 910-396-2776.

Learn to Free-Fall!!

SSG Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL MANAGER

First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free fall at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.
Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.

JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED

Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals.  Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1. Can the AT-4JP be jumped as a single item of equipment?

2.  Who is authorized to approve changes to the 82d ABN DIV ASOP?

3. What chapter of the ASOP discusses wearing of gloves during Airborne Operations?

4.  What are the minimum dimensions for parking shoring?

5.   How many divisions are in Class I materials.

        *********Blackhat  Bonus***********

The minimum safe drop speed of a T-10C main parachute is 50 knots.  Is it safe to jump from a hot air balloon tethered to the ground?  If so, why?

Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

1. The breakaway static line is constructed of what?  1 INCH WIDE TUBULAR NYLON WEBBING, TYPE 2 NYLON CORD GUTTED AND TYPE VIII NYLON WEBBING.

[image: image3.wmf]2.  What are the dimensions of the wind drift indicator and what is it constructed of?  20 FT LONG BY 10 INCH WIDE WITH 3-10 INCH SECTIONS OF COAT HANGER ATTACHED TO THE END.

3.  What formulas are used to determine the PPI?  DAYTIME:  MIN 300 YARDS CENTERLINE FROM THE LEAD EDGE OF THE DZ.  NIGHTIME:  MIN 350 YARDS CENTERLINE FROM THE LEADE EDGE OF THE DZ.

4.  The jumpmaster on the UH-60 is allowed to jump as long as they are the number one jumper?  FALSE.

5.  When can the DZSO be the rank of SGT?  FOR CDS DROPS.

6.  How many sets of jump caution lights are on a C-17 Globemaster III?  10 SETS.

7.  What attachment of TM 38-250 deals with marking of hazardous materials?  ATTACHMENT 14.

8.  How often must you complete a refresher training course?  24 MONTHS.

9.  When using the 20 foot static line, should the first stow of static line on the left inner static line stow bar be broken before the JMPI sequence?  YES.

        *********Blackhat  Bonus***********

    Why can’t the pack opening loop be torn or frayed?  THE PACK OPENING LOOP IS A PART OF THE STATIC LINE, WHICH CANNOT BE CUT OR FRAYED.

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

Commander

      CPT Oeschger

1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, S.

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, C.

Free Fall Team Leader

SSG Sullivan

ALL THE WAY!
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