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A-SERIES CONTAINER

SSG Robert S Hartfield

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

The A-series container can be a valuable tool for the Airborne Commander to deliver weapons and resupply to their unit.  However in order for this to happen we as Jumpmasters must be proficient in the rigging, inspecting, and exiting of A-series containers


Some deficiencies that are commonly found on the a-series containers Division wide are, A-7A cargo straps loose or improperly rolled, the thick lipped portion of the quick fit adapter with thick lipped floating metal bar is facing the load, and the D-rings are improperly attached.  Again, this list is not all-inclusive just observation from large package weeks.  


After the safeties seat their jumpers they should begin to inspect their A-series containers.  By doing this you are giving yourself some additional time to correct any deficiencies that you my find.  Ensure the Load Data Card is present and has the Unit, Chalk, Contents, and Gross Weight on it.  If the A-series container contains hazardous cargo the SDDG should be attached to the personnel load manifest.  Check all A-7A cargo straps to ensure they are tight and rolled hand under hand and secured with a sufficient length of 1/4” cotton webbing, with a single or double loop bow knot, and that the quick fit adapter with the thick lipped floating metal bar does not extend more than half way up the load.  Ensure there is no metal to metal contact, padding and taping as required.  Check to ensure the Modified T-10 Cargo parachute is properly attached in accordance with the 82nd Airborne Div ASOP Edition 6, Chapter 11.  Ensure that the G-13 clevis, clevis pin, and clevis retaining pin are present on the upper loop portion static line.


At the 20 minute time warning each bundle will be moved to (but not in) the paratroop door.  The Safety will conduct a final inspection and remove the load data card.  If jumping at night activate their chem-lights, in accordance with unit marking SOP.  The jumpmasters, assisted by the safeties, will hook up the static line to the outboard anchor line cable.  After the final safety check the Jumpmasters exchange thumbs up and issue the command of stand by. 

 The jumpmasters then secures theirs and the #1 jumpers static line.  The safety and the #1 jumper (The #1 jumper must be a qualified jumpmaster but, does not have to be current)  move the door bundle as far out on the jump platform as possible without losing control.  Upon receiving the green light the Jumpmaster gives the command of “go” and the safety and the #1 jumper push the bundle from the paratroop door.  Ensure you push the bundle from the lower portion.  Do not push the bundle at an angle as the bundle may become lodged in the paratroop door.  If the door bundle becomes lodged in the paratroop door the safeties and the #1 jumper will attempt to dislodge the bundle and push it out.  However, if this cannot be accomplished within 5 seconds of green light the bundle should be removed from the paratroop door and jumpers exited.  Once the bundle has been exited the safety will secure the #1 jumpers static line.  The jumpmaster will look over their trail shoulder receive a thumbs up from the Assistant Jumpmaster.  The #1 jumper will assume a good door position and await the command of “go”.  Jumpmasters keep in mind that the normal dimensions for a door bundle are 66” high x 30 “ wide x 48 deep.  However the maximum dimensions for a javelin door bundle is 65 1/2” high x 371/2” wide x 44” deep.

Jumpmasters if we follow these simple guidelines, rehearse actions in the aircraft, and review the ASOP prior to any airborne operation, we will be able to accomplish the Airborne Commanders intent.

WHY 5 MINUTES?

SGT Matthew Sluss-Tiller

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

What makes you feel safe as a jumper? Exiting an aircraft in flight is a complicated task.  It begins on the ground and ends there with the outcome of the latter determining how successful you were.  Now everything that entails the beginning to the end can be based upon the single most critical task accomplished during your airborne operation; JMPI.  It is undoubtedly the most important aspect of your jump.  So why are Jumpmaster students only given 5 minutes to accomplish this task on three jumpers?  Several things can be performed sub-standard and your Airborne Operation will still be very successful.  However, if any portion of JMPI is done sub-standard, then you’re risking injury or death.  Numerous students constantly ask, “Why is there a 5-minute standard?”  “How fast is too fast?”  “Is it safe?”  “Why not slow down and ensure I catch all deficiencies?”

    
First, most Jumpmasters assume we just arbitrarily picked 5 minutes because it sounds like a nice round number.  Depending on how far back you research or who you talk to; JMPI was evaluated anywhere from 3 ½ minutes to the current 5 minute standard.  Ft. Benning had a 4 ½ minute standard for years and just recently changed it in 1995.  The 5-minute standard evolved over time along with the Division’s equipment and airborne procedures.  Student’s train to a 4 ½ minute standard and test to a 5 minute one.  Will it always be this way?  I doubt it.  I believe that in the future we will only JMPI Hollywood.  The Division has a vast variety of  weapons and individual loads that are jumped by numerous “skilled” or “specialized” paratroopers. Having to perform JMPI Hollywood on every jumper and then attaching the various items of combat equipment to the jumper, after a technical inspection, may be the standard in the future.  Then again, it may not.  But this is one example of where the 21st century may take our inspection procedures and the paratroopers of the 82d.  Either way, our techniques at the school will evolve as the Division will.  They must.

    
Second, there must be a way to evaluate a student’s knowledge of the JMPI sequence.  The evaluation must be subjective and suppress the amount of interpretation by the evaluator as much as possible.  If a student can JMPI 3 jumpers within 5 minutes, without a deviation from the prescribed sequence, he or she has displayed a full working knowledge of the sequence.  Same as tieing your shoes.  Watch a young child who is learning this difficult task.  It takes practice but they gradually get better and faster.  Now as an adult, we do this without even looking and so fast our hands are a blur.  I have seen Jumpmaster students JMPI 3 jumpers consistently in 4 minutes.  These students can talk you through the JMPI sequence as well as any instructor.  Their hands and eyes always move together.  They are the exception, not the rule, and possess outstanding hand and eye coordination as well as excellent understanding of the sequence.  The JMPI exam we currently have is the fairest exam for evaluating a student’s knowledge and ability to perform the sequence.  A written test won’t work; 6 minutes or 10 minutes gives you too long to think about what you are doing. Jumpmasters react immediately; they don’t stop to ponder or a paratrooper may die.

  
  Finally, everyone always says, “I will never JMPI that fast again.”  Many newly graduated Jumpmasters have what I believe is “The Green Ramp” mentality.  Our Jumpmasters will have to perform at  many departure airfields around the world, not just Pope AFB.  I’ve JMPI’d jumpers just as fast now as I did in school.  I have that much confidence in what I was taught.  Remember when Green Ramp was not equipped with the huge lighting system we have now?  I do.  We would JMPI quickly before it got too dark to see.  Not all departure airfields are as adequately equipped as Pope AFB.  This is one example of the  conditions  our world- wide deployable Jumpmasters may encounter.  Don’t you feel confident that your training has prepared you for any situation you may encounter? I do.

USING THE VEHICLE INSPECTION CHECKLIST

SSG Jonathan P. Lowery

AMO Instructor

During ORS inspections we are constantly being ask how do we know that our vehicles are airworthy. The answer to this question is simple, if you use the Vehicle Inspection Checklist found in Chapter 4, Annex A, Appendix 4 of the 82nd Abn Div RSOP. This checklist outlines basic preparations that should be accomplished prior to an airland or airdropmission.

The first section deals with vehicle operation and maintenance. Ensure the vehicle will start and run. Make sure that the tires are properly inflated and are not worn out. This also includes the spare tire. There should be no fuel, battery, or break fluid leaks. Verify that there is ½ tank fuel or less for channel moves and ¾ tank fuel or less for chapter 3 moves. Check to ensure that there is no caked dirt under the chassis of the vehicle. This includes the wheel well area. Ensure the fuel, radiator, and battery caps are present and serviceable. Make sure the battery terminals are protected by rubber boots or tape pressure sensitive adhesive, olive cloth (commonly referred to as 100 mph tape) in an X-configuration on the terminal. Ensure the lifting shackles located on the bumpers are present with serviceable castleated nuts and cotter pins. Also check to make sure the lifting shackles move freely and the tow pintel hook with cotter pin rotates 360 degrees. 

The next section addresses the preparation for air movement. Do not exceed the cross-country load capacity of the vehicle. You may reference your –10 manual or Chapter 4, Annex A, Appendix 1 of the 82nd Abn Div RSOP to find out the maximum cross country load. Secure the secondary cargo with 50 feet of ½ inch non-nylon rope, 15 foot Dacron cargo tie-down straps with 10,000 lb load binders, or CGU-1/B cargo tie-down straps. Ensure that CGU-1/B and 5,000 lb CAP are stenciled on the nylon webbing. You must have at least 7 tie-down devises per vehicle. Securely fasten the pioneer tool latches with gutted type II or type III nylon cord. Ensure that your fuel cans are marked and labeled IAW TM 38-250 ATTHs 14 and 15. The fuel cans must be painted for the type of fuel that they contain, yellow for JP-8 or Gas Oil, red for Gasoline, or Blue for Kerosene. Place a 2 x 10 inch piece of tape pressure sensitive adhesive, olive cloth over each axle for the axle weight marking. Also place two pieces of tape pressure sensitive adhesive, olive cloth in a T configuration near the center of balance on both sides of the vehicle. Leave these markings blank because they will be filled out when your vehicle crosses the scales at the A/DACG. Place a blue chalk card for airdrop or a white chalk card for airland vehicles. Have the following information on the chalk card; units, gross weight, chalk, and bumper number. Check your fire extinguisher to ensure that it is either in a serviceable designed rack or a six-sided wooden box. If a six-sided wooden box is used made sure all previous markings are obliterated and it is properly marked and labeled IAW TM 38-250 ATTHs 14 and 15. If it is placed in a designed secure it with type II or type III nylon cord gutted. All additional hazards must be marked, labeled, and certified IAW TM 38-250. Also ensure that you have the proper shoring for your vehicle. The minimum dimension for any shoring is 2 ft X 2 ft X ¾ inch thick but may be larger as required.

The third section is used for any trailers that you may have. You must have the trailer clean inside and out. Ensure that you have one 2ft X 2ft X ¾ in shoring for the tongue of each trailer. You must have 7 tie-down devises or 50’ length of ½ in non-nylon rope. Secure all secondary cargo as needed. Check to see that all hazardous materials are labeled, marked, and certified IAW TM 38-250. 

Section D gives guidance for your load packet. Verify that you have 2 load cards per vehicle, 1 will be filled out in pencil and one will be left blank. You must have 2-vehicle inspection checklist, 1 must be filled out in pencil, signed and dated by a current and qualified AMO representative. Have 4 chalk cards per vehicle, 2 blue and 2 white. Check that you have 12 blank SDDG’s per vehicle. There will be 3 ammo/supply issue cards. Fill one out when ammo is drawn. Make sure you have 3 hazmat list. 1 will be filled out as a working copy. Finally have 2 DD form 2133s to use as a guide for preparation for air movement. 

If you use the Vehicle Inspection Checklist to prepare your vehicles you can prevent any delays at the departure airfield. 

The AMO committee is currently located in bldg A-1917 on Taylor St. anyone needing assistance with Air Movement Operations should come by or call the Advanced Airborne School.  

Reenlistment Tandems

SSG Tommy Sullivan

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER

The All-American Free Fall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG Sullivan at 910-396-2776.

Learn to Free-Fall!!

SSG Neal Beverly

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL MANAGER

First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free fall at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.
Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.

JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED

Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals.  Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1.  What unit discovered that the original Pull the Dot Fastener with Tab was unserviceable?   

2.  What weapons case was used to lower the jumpers individual equipment before the M1950 Weapons Case? 

3.  What does the letter and number on the inside of the Ballistic Helmet stand for? 
4.  What is the maximum planning ACL of a C-17 Globemaster III?

5.  The KC-10A Extender has two missions, what are they?

6.  Do class 9 materials have to be labeled? If so, when?

   *********Blackhat  Bonus***********
Where is the Data Tag located on the Canopy Assembly?  

Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

1. Can the AT-4JP be jumped as a single item of equipment? NO

2.  Who is authorized to approve changes to the 82d ABN DIV ASOP? DIV CHIEF OF STAFF

3. What chapter of the ASOP discusses wearing of gloves during Airborne Operations? CHAPTER 7-7

4.  What are the minimum dimensions for parking shoring? ENOUGH MATERIAL TO COVER THE ENTIRE SURFACE OF THE OBJECT BEING PLACED ON IT AND A MINIMUM THICKNESS OF ¾” 

5.   How many divisions are in Class I materials. 6

*********Blackhat  Bonus***********

The minimum safe drop speed of a T-10C main parachute is 50 knots.  Is it safe to jump from a hot air balloon tethered to the ground?  If so, why? YES, INCREASE THE ALTITUDE TO COMPENSATE FOR LACK OF DROP SPEED

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

 Commander

      CPT Oeschger

1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SSG Buffaloe, S.

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe, C.

Free Fall Team Leader

SSG Sullivan

ALL THE WAY!
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