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“Jumpmaster, What Can I Jump Inside the Dragon Missile Jump Pack?”

SSG RONALD WILSON

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

The Dragon Missile Jump Pack (DMJP) may be used to accommodate only two items of equipment commonly used in airborne units, the Dragon Missile and SKIDCO litter.  There are two different types of DMJP, the DMJP and the modified DMJP.  The modifications made to the modified DMJP were the replacement of the V-Ring with a D-Ring and a permanently sewn D-Ring was added to the launcher aft end bridle. When jumping the Dragon Missile in the DMJP, the ALICE pack and the DMJP must be rigged as a tandem load.  The modified HPT lowering line must be utilized when the DMJP is jumped as a tandem load.  If a jumper is jumping the DMJP as a tandem load, regardless of what item of equipment is placed inside, the jumper will be JMPI’d hollywood.  The JM will conduct a TI of the ALICE pack and the DMJP.  The jumper will carry these items of equipment to the aircraft.  At the 20 minute time warning the safety will attach the jumper’s ALICE pack and the DMJP and conduct a final TI.  When jumping the modified DMJP as a tandem load, the jumper will be JMPI’d with the ALICE pack attached.  The JM will conduct a TI of the modified DMJP.  At the 20 minute time warning, the safety will route the ejector snap, modified HPT lowering line through the D-Ring then through the permanently sewn D-Ring on the launcher aft end bridle.  The safety will attach the ejector snap, modified HPT lowering line to the accessory attaching ring, triangle link, or the left D-Ring as the outer most item of equipment.  The upper tie down tape will be routed around the left main lift web and secured below the chest strap.  The left male portion leg strap release assemble will be routed around the jumper’s left leg and the DMJP then secured to the female portion leg strap release assembly.  The safety will then conduct a final TI.

When jumping the SKIDCO litter, the DMJP will be rigged in its normal configuration replacing each polyurethane shock absorber with a piece of 9” x 9” paperboard honeycomb for a total of four (4) pieces of 9” x 9” paperboard honeycomb. The SKIDCO litter can be rigged inside the DMJP  as a tandem load or a single item of equipment.  When it is rigged inside the DMJP as a single item of equipment, the HPT lowering line will be utilized.  The HPT lowering line will folded in the same manner as the M1950 weapon case to be jumped as a single time of equipment.  The girth hitch HPT lowering line will be secured to the V-Ring or D-Ring on the modified DMJP.  Then secure the HPT lowering line in the lowering line stow pocket.  The quick release snap will be secured to the quick release link.

The only weapons authorized to be jumped in the DMJP are the M203 Dual Purpose Weapon, M4 Carbine, and M16 series rifle.  When the M4 Carbine is jumped inside the DMJP, the center side securing strap will be routed through the carrying handle and secured to its appropriate friction adapter.  When the M4 Carbine has the M68 sight assembly attached, the weapon will be reversed so that the trigger mechanism is facing outward.  The center side securing strap will then be routed through the trigger guard and secured to its appropriate friction adapter.  The M68 sight assembly will be thoroughly padded with cellulose wadding or bubble wrap and taped with two turns of masking tape. No miles gear will be jumped inside the DMJP.  Although the Dragon Missile is slowly being replaced with the Javelin Missile, the Javelin Missile is not authorized to be jumped inside the DMJP.  

The Buddy System

SSG CHARLES CARROLL

JUMPMASTER INSTRUCTOR

What is the Buddy System?   The Buddy System is a systematic method of donning and adjusting of the main and reserve parachutes.  Why is the Buddy System utilized?  The Buddy System is utilized as an additional safety check. It prevents unnecessary delays during the Jumpmaster Personnel Inspection (JMPI), and it provides the jumper with the maximum amount of comfort while wearing the parachute harness.  

Once the jumpers arrive at the departure airfield, they will draw their main and reserve parachutes from the parachute issue point.  At this time all jumpers will pair off into groups of two.  Each jumper will inspect his/her own equipment beginning with the reserve parachute.  The jumpers will insure that the safety wire and lanyard is present and secured to the right rear portion of the reserve parachute. Next, inspect the connector snaps to insure that they have spring tension.  Then an overall inspection will be conducted for any excess dirt, water, oil, or grease, and to insure that there are no exposed canopy or suspension lines.  The reserve parachute will then be set aside and the main parachute will be inspected.

When inspecting the main parachute the same inspection will be conducted on the safety wire and lanyard.   Ensuring that it is secured to the upper looped portion static line.  Next, inspect the static line slack retainer to insure that it is not cut or frayed more than 50%. Then, the jumper will insure that DA Form 3912, Army Parachute Log Record, is present in one of the log record stow pockets in either riser set. Finally, conduct an overall inspection for any excess dirt, water, oil, or grease and insure that there are no exposed canopy or suspension lines.

The jumper will then turn the parachute over and activate the quick release in the waistband.  Then locate and activate all three points of attachment and fully elongate the five points of adjustment to include the horizontal back strap where it routes out of the back strap adjusters. The jumper will then zip, snap, and fold the aviator’s kit bag.  The jumper will then check the diagonal back straps to insure that the parachute harness is properly sized.  There are six sizing channels ranging from small, one through four, and large.   There is no set size for any given jumper, however, when properly sized, the canopy release assemblies will rest in the hollows of the jumpers shoulders just below the collar bones.

The number 1 jumper will don their protective mask insuring that the quick opening flap is to the right.  The shoulder strap will be adjusted so that the bottom of the mask carrier is just above the jumper’s knees.  The number 1 jumper will then don their LCE leaving the pistol belt unfastened and assume a good high jumper position. The number 2 jumper will secure the number 1 jumpers main parachute by grasping the harness assembly under the canopy release assembly pads and place it high up on the number 1 jumper’s back.  The number 2 jumper will insure that the LCE is routed between the horizontal back strap and the saddle and  no item of equipment on the LCE is resting beneath any portion of the harness assembly.  The number 2 jumper will then pull down on the saddle insuring that it is routed below the number 1 jumper’s buttocks.  Simultaneously the number 1 jumper will secure their chest strap and remove the slack.  The number 1 jumper will then place the aviators kit bag horizontally across their lap underneath the protective mask insuring that the sewn reinforced side is facing away and the exposed carrying handle is facing to the left.  The number 2 jumper will secure the left leg strap, ensuring it is not twisted, and pass it between the number 1 jumper’s legs.  The number 1 jumper will secure the left leg strap and route it over the bottom portion and under the top portion of the exposed carrying handle, and secure the quick fit V-ring to it’s ejector snap.  The number 2 jumper will secure the right leg strap, ensuring it is not twisted, and pass it between the number 1 jumper’s legs.  The number 1 jumper will secure the right leg strap and route it over the sewn reinforced side of the aviator’s kit bag and secure the quick fit V-ring to it’s ejector snap.  The number 1 jumper will pull down on the leg straps just enough to keep the aviator’s kit bag horizontal across his/her lap.  This is not a point of adjustment.  The number 2 jumper will secure the horizontal back strap where it routes out of the main lift web and pull out and up removing all the slack.  The number 2 jumper will then draw down on the free running ends of the horizontal back strap in a see-saw manner until the number 1 jumper indicates that a snug but comfortable fit has been achieved.  The number 1 jumper will then S-fold or roll the free-running ends of the chest strap and leg straps and secure them in their webbing retainers.  The number 2 jumper will S-fold or roll the free-running ends of the horizontal back strap and secure them in their webbing retainers.  The number 1 jumper will then assist the number 2 jumper in donning and adjusting his main parachute. Once both jumpers have donned their main parachutes,  they will conduct a visual inspection of the equipment for any rigging deficiencies.

Each jumper will don his/her own reserve parachute by placing it in the crook of the left arm with the rip cord grip in the left palm.  With their right hand, they will locate the waistband from the point where it is sewn to the pack tray and trace the entire length to insure it is not twisted, cut, torn, or frayed.  The waistband will then be routed through both waistband retainers on the rear of the reserve parachute.  Then secure the right connector snap to the right D-ring, and let the reserve parachute hang free. The safety wire will be routed from outside to inside through the small hole provided in the right connector snap and bend the forward portion down at a 90 degree angle insuring that it is routed between the waistband and the reserve parachute not the waistband and the jumper’s body.  The left connector snap will then be secured to the left D-ring on the harness assembly.  At this time, the number 2 jumper will secure the number 1 jumper’s waistband to the waistband adjuster panel and incorporate a two to three finger quick release.  The number 2 jumper will inspect the quick release by placing their middle and index fingers of either hand from top to bottom inside of the quick release. If metal is felt, an improper quick release has been incorporated and must be corrected.  The number 2 jumper will also conduct a visual inspection to insure that the free-running end is not routed through both vertical metal bars.  If it has, an improper quick release has been incorporated and must be corrected.  The number 1 jumper will then secure the number 2 jumper’s waistband in the same manner.


The jumpers will then assist each other in the donning of their combat equipment, beginning with the jumpers ALICE pack, and then their individual weapon.

Those Old Fuel Can Blues

SFC ANTOINE DUCHATELIER

AMO INSTRUCTOR

During several recent ORS inspections we have noticed a trend of deficiencies pertaining to marking, labeling, fuel levels, and storage of the 3H1 and 3H2 plastic 5 gallon fuel cans. The deficiencies that are being found during ORS inspections are of a nature that would, without question, cause delays at the departure airfield. They may even cause that item of equipment to fail the Joint Inspection conducted by Air Force personnel thus causing that item of equipment to become frustrated cargo.

 
Some of the deficiencies that have been identified are as follows:

· Wrong  proper shipping names

· Flammable liquid flash points marked in Fahrenheit

· Improper outage levels

· Fuel can openings not alternated when stored 

· Fuel cans secured with unauthorized tie down devices

· Markings not visible from outside of the cargo load and not displayed on placard board

 
These deficiencies can be corrected by following the guidelines set forth in chapter 4 of the 82D Airborne Division RSOP. The information contained in chapter 4 provides the standards for proper marking, labeling, fuel levels, and proper storage of hazards. Unit representatives must ensure that all fuel cans are marked with the following information:

· Proper shipping name

· U. N. number

· Flammable liquid flash point in Celsius

The labeling requirement for the fuel can is a Class 3 Flammable Liquid label. The marking and labeling must be placed on at least one broad side and one narrow side of the fuel can. However we suggest that the markings be placed on all sides of the fuel can. Unit representative must ensure that the markings are clear and legible and are not over lapped  by the hazard label. The fuel can may only be filled to 98% of it’s capacity, this provides a 2% allowance for outage and ullage due to the expansion of it’s liquid content at flight altitude due to atmospheric pressure.

When the 5 gallon fuel can is not stored in a designed rack but loaded on the vehicle as secondary cargo. Unit representatives must ensure that they are loaded so that the marking and labeling is visible from outside of the cargo load and the openings are arranged in an alternating manner. The fuel must also be properly secured by one of the 3 methods described in chapter 4 of the 82D ABN DIV, RSOP. These are :

1. CGU-1/B tie down device

2. 15 foot Dacron tie down strap w/ 10,000 lbs load binder 

3. 50 feet of ½ inch non-nylon rope (minimum amount required)

Each vehicle is required to have a minimum of 7ea. CGU-1/B’s or 7ea. 15 foot Dacron tie down devices or a combination of the two to equal 7.

Unit AMCO’s and Air NCO’s may also refer to MIL – STD 129 for the proper color coding requirements for the different types of fuel.

If you follow these basic steps you will without a doubt, be allowed to process through the departure airfield without deficiencies or delay.

Reenlistment Tandems

SSG TOMMY SULLIVAN

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL TEAM LEADER

The All-American Freefall Team is prepared to offer a Tandem Parachute jump as a reenlistment option for 1st term soldiers who reenlist PDA and remain in the 82d Airborne Division.  Troopers will have up to one year after their reenlistment date to complete their tandem jump. Tandem Jumping is a great way to experience the thrill of freefall skydiving with the safety of being attached to an expert parachutist.  If you choose to participate, some training will be required.  The entire event will only take a few hours of training to actually jump. Any questions, please contact your Battalion Reenlistment NCO or the All-American Freefall Team POC SSG Sullivan at 910-396-2776.

Learn to Free-Fall!!

SSG NEAL BEVERLY

82ND ABN DIV FREE FALL MANAGER

First Jump Courses are held the first Tuesday of each month and continue through Friday from 1800 to 2100, and SKYDIVE on Saturday at RAEFORD DZ.  Call 396-9989 and reserve your slot TODAY!

Initial fee is $200.00 and includes:

$138.50 Training Fee

$25 For Annual Membership 82d Freefall Activity

$10 Monthly Dues

$11 for 45 day United States Parachuting Association Membership

$9 for Logbook

$6.50 for goggles

Students pay for jumps as they go.  The following are the jumps required for free fall progression and their cost:

Lift Fees:

5-Static Lines at 3500 ft.

$12.00 ea.

1-5 sec free fall at 3500 ft.
$12.00 ea.

2-10 sec free falls at 4500ft 
$12.00 ea.

2-15 sec free falls at 5500 ft
$12.00 ea.

2-30 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

3-45 sec free falls at 12,500 ft
$18.00 ea.

Gear rental is $15.00 a day and $25.00 a weekend.
Paratroopers desiring to take the Pre-test can find all testable nomenclature at the Advanced Airborne School website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AAS.

JUMPMASTER’S INPUT WANTED

Do you have a better idea, a unique experience, or a good technique that you would like to share with the rest of the Airborne Community?   If so, you are encouraged to write and submit an article to this publication for consideration.  

The Deadline for the next month’s MJM Update is the Wednesday of the last week of the month.  Submit a paper copy and 3.5” disk containing your submission to the Advanced Airborne School or e-mail the article to us at our web site above.

ASK A JUMPMASTER


To test your JM knowledge, and stimulate conversation about airborne procedures, we will periodically publish a short quiz with questions that relate to or are about airborne procedures.  Most questions will be from the ASOP and other airborne manuals.  Some of the questions may require some imagination in researching or finding out the answer.  The answers will be published in the subsequent newsletter.  Good luck and if you get stuck, ask a Jumpmaster.

1. Can the M240B Machine Gun’s spare barrel and bag be jumped in the M1950 Weapons Case with a M4 Carbine?

2. What does the 1 and 2 designator in 3H1 and 3H2 mean?

3. How many pounds of pressure does it take to activate the canopy release assembly?

4. Must excepted quantities of hazardous materials be certified with an SDDG?

5. With the change in the exiting procedures, has the routing of the adjustable leg straps changed?
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*********Blackhat Bonus***********

What gives the pack tray its 

stiffness and why is it there?

Here are the answers to last month’s quiz:

1. What is the correct height for a parachute landing platform? 

 24 Inches
2. Who is responsible for cargo preparation?  The Unit
3.
On the M1950 Weapons Case, if the lift fastener on the closing flap is unserviceable, is the M1950 Weapons Case serviceable?  Yes

4.    What is the maximum  number of 


463L pallets that can be loaded on a     

       C-17 Globemaster III aircraft 

       Configured in the logistical rail 

       System?  18

5.
On the Ballistic Helmet, what enables the adjusting buckle and pull the dot fastener with tab to rotate freely, when the locking nuts are fully tightened?  A Washer 
*********Blackhat Bonus***********

How many squares are on the anti inversion net of the T-10C Parachute?  1,200 

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.

Commander

      CPT Oeschger

1SG

  
1SG Bennett

Jumpmaster Committee Chief

SFC Hankins

Tower Committee Chief

SFC Hunt

AMO Committee Chief

SFC Buffaloe

ALL THE WAY!
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