
[image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf]THE MASTER JUMPMASTER UPDATE

Visit our Website: WWW.BRAGG.ARMY.MIL/AASSPECIAL EDITION

ALTERNATE LOADING PROCEDURES FOR THE C130

CPT DARREN JENNINGS

AAS CDR

As an alternative loading procedure to the current procedure in the 82D ASOP, Chapter 14-4, I (3), the loading of a C130 aircraft can be accomplished in a manner that allows for a faster method of getting the C130 fully loaded.  The procedure will require a lot more independent action by the individual jumper.  Therefore, it is imperative, that during mock door training, the JM team ensures that every soldier is aware of what will be demanded of them as they load the C130 aircraft.  

This technique, if executed properly, will speed up loading of the aircraft but at the same time if problems arise in loading, it will become even more difficult to correct mistakes made in loading. 

TECHNIQUES, TACTICS AND PROCEDURES FOR ALTERNATE LOADING

1SG DANIEL L. BENNETT

AAS 1SG

The following list of techniques are compiled as an awareness factor for the JM Team and the Airborne Commander in ensuring that all chalks are loaded efficiently and IAW the ground tactical plan.  Smart loading and adhering to the tactical cross-load will assist in speedy assembly and the massing of combat power.   

1. Exact loading of the aircraft must be rehearsed and understood by the jumpers during mock door training.  An emphasis on each individual jumper’s actions while seating must be stressed to all.
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Figure 1

2. Positioning of the Safeties at the lead edge of the wheel well (Figure 1) will assist in any troubles the jumpers may have.  Safeties should NOT get actively involved unless it is to correct a problem.  Once the Safety begins “casual” assistance with the jumpers, the loading process will slow.

3. Preparation of the aircraft seat belts by the Safeties is an important part of the loading.  Safeties on both paratroop doors must configure the seat belts so that they are lying next to one another and not crossed (see figure 2) as the Air Force has them when we normally load the aircraft.  
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Figure 2

Safeties must configure the seat belts when they inspect the aircraft.

(See figure 3)
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Figure 3

4. Jumpers need to only walk on seats that they absolutely need to.  The more walking they do on the seats the more exposed they are to breaking a seat. (see Figure 4 below)
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Figure 4

5. As jumpers are seating, they may snag and pop stows on their static lines.  Safeties must be diligent in stowing static lines as the jumpers stand up.  Also, jumpers must get the attention of the Safety if the jumper in front of him has excessive static line hanging down caused by broken stows.

6. Jumpers need to understand that the priority is to get seated if they can not find their seat belt.  The safety can always attach one for them if the jumper mislocated it, the seatbelt doesn’t evenly work out or it is being sat upon.

Jumpmasters will provide detailed instruction to jumpers on proper loading procedures. Ensure every aspect, from jumper movement to the aircraft to being seated, is fully understood.

The alternate loading procedure must be additionally explained, in detail, during mock door training and annual airborne refresher. Jumpmasters will ensure jumpers thoroughly understand the new procedure so loading problems that are occurring will diminish.

LOADING THE C130 AIRCRAFT

SSG Stephen Whitley

JUMPMASTER  INSTRUCTOR

Loading is accomplished in the same manner but there are two slight variations depending upon your exiting plan.  If multiple passes are used, then the jumpers need to be loaded outboard then inboard in the forward portion of the aircraft.  If only one pass is planned, then the 8 jumpers sitting closest to the forward portion of the aircraft will need to load before the forward outboard seats load. (typically jumpers 23-31) This is to allow for the outboard jumpers to stand up when jump commands are given and their ALICE packs are not under the inboard jumper’s ALICE packs.

Once the Safeties have inspected and configured the aircraft to receive jumpers, the JMs can position themselves next to the ramp of the aircraft to control the flow of jumpers.  The jumper is the key to success for this procedure to work correctly. It is the jumper’s responsibility to ensure he understands exactly how to perform this procedure. 


The section of jumpers that are being seated first, will then file into the aircraft, (see figure 5) get to their seat, grasp the appropriate set of seat belts and sit down.
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Figure 5

  The next section of jumpers (use the exact same number that is now seated) will file into the aircraft, step up on the seats once they reach the seated jumpers, walk on the seats to their respective position between a set of seat belts.  The jumper will then sit down directly in front of their seats; sit down and secure the seatbelts.(See Figure 6)
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Figure 6

Once this group of jumpers sits down, the forward portion of the aircraft should be fully loaded.  Now simply file in the remainder of the inboard jumpers and have them sit down.  The last 3 jumpers can then be seated by the Safety in their seats.


During the entire loading process, the Safety remains near the wheel well to assist IF needed.  If fully rehearsed in the mock-up, each jumper will thoroughly understand their individual tasks and execute appropriately.

The Master Jumpmaster Update is a periodic publication produced by the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School.  Please direct any comments or questions to the Cadre of the Advanced Airborne School at 396-6581/9023.
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ALL THE WAY!
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