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MEMORANDUM FOR NEWLY ASSIGNED MEMBERS OF 82D SIGNAL BATTALION

SUBJECT:  Welcome Letter

“The American soldier is a proud one and he demands professional competence in his leaders.  In battle, he wants to know that the job is going to be done right, with no unnecessary casualties.  The noncommissioned officer wearing the chevron is supposed to be the best soldier in the platoon, and he is supposed to know how to perform all the duties expected of him.  The American soldier expects his sergeant to be able to teach him how to do his job.  And he expects even more from his officers.”







General Omar N. Bradley

1.  Welcome to the 82d Signal Battalion, the "Commander’s Voice."  I am proud to have you join the ranks of this truly great combat tested unit.  You will find your tour of duty here challenging and rewarding.  You will also have ample opportunity for personal and professional growth.

2.  As the unit history in this webpage makes clear, the 82d Signal Battalion has a distinguished history of proud service to this nation, as does the 82d Airborne Division.  We are fiercely proud of our reputation as a fighting force, those paratroopers who earned that reputation through sweat and blood.  You now carry on their legacy as you train with your unit in anticipation of the next time our nation calls.

3.  The 82d Airborne Division is the first team of the XVIII Airborne Corps, America's "Contingency Corps,” and the only division in America's Army that has a forced entry capability.  The missions that we are most likely to receive are among the toughest -- we have to be able to conduct a parachute assault, strike hard, defeat the enemy, and pave the way for follow on forces.  Our mission guarantees us an intense training tempo, opportunities to deploy and train off post, and the highest priority for resources.

4.  This webpage contains basic information on the Battalion.  This information will help make your transition into the battalion a smooth one.  Read this webpage, use it in conjunction with Division Pam 600-2, and refer to it often.

5.  You will find that our standards are high and our training is rigorous.  We will prepare you for the challenges that lie ahead.  Every man and woman is an important component of this fighting machine.  I am counting on you to pull your weight and soldier hard.  The 82d Signal Battalion is a proud unit with a history of excellence in war and peace, and we expect you to help us maintain the battalion’s reputation throughout your assignment as an 82d Airborne Division Paratrooper.

The Commander’s Voice!

BRUCE T. CRAWFORD

LTC, SC

Commanding

