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Commanders Corner


											28 October 2003








Dear Families,


 


 


Greetings from Champion Base!  The paratroopers of HHB continue their superb performance here in Iraq.  This past week has seen some marked change and improvement around us.  Of course, we're aware that the news at home reports contrary information, but the progress is harder and harder to hide here.  Within the last week, we've overseen the consolidation of tons of captured enemy ammunition.  Our mission has been filled with success after success out at the ammunition cache sites.  The guys in the TOC track and coordinate this sensitive mission with the help of the 41st FA Brigade from Germany.  Latest word is that the already unprecedented volume of ammunition moved will only increase in the very near future.  This vital mission is succeeding, and we couldn't be happier about the success.


 


We've made great strides in force protection.  We've received and placed hundreds of security barriers to upgrade the gates.  We've opened a new search facility with the help of one of our neighbors.  This will allow us to clear the roads leading into our post and better control the atmosphere where people and vehicles enter our installation.  Our paratroopers continue to man the guard towers around the clock.  By the end of this week, we expect to turn our streetlights back on, a welcome improvement to those that have to do PT at night.  


 


The new PX trailer was delivered Sunday, and we'll be able to open the door on it within the week.  The first of the month of November will mark one promotion, PFC Sibal will become Specialist Sibal, and SPC Ristau will attend the sergeant's promotion board.  Congratulations to both of them.  Our brothers in 782nd Main Support Battalion have moved in with us, and they are working hard to handle the huge logistical challenges that have faced us for nearly 2 months.  We're glad to have them.


 


Colonel Thein and his team continue to maintain their busy schedule with the Governmental Support Team.  Not a day goes by that they are not hosting a meeting or heading out to meet and coordinate with local civic leaders.  A good and steady relationship with the Provincial Governor here has lead to marked improvement of relations outside our compounds.  


 


We're two months old over here, and we couldn't be happier with the progress.  All this is in part due to your help and involvement.  Our paratroopers are able to focus on their work and their mission here because of what you are all doing.  Thank you.


 


Tom Earnhardt  








Upcoming Events





Yule Mart 2003





	Yule Mart 2003 will be held Friday November 21st thru Sunday November 23rd at Lee Fitness Center.





	The 82nd Airborne Division has been assigned Sunday as our baking day.  Please bring baked goods individually wrapped: candies, cookies, cakes (whole or sliced), muffins, brownies, bagels, breads or any holiday treats.  Be sure to tag any items containing peanuts or peanut butter due to allergies.  Contact your key caller if you are willing to donate baked goods.





Fundraiser





Operation Iraqi Freedom shirts have gone on sale.  Shirts may be purchased by contacting your key caller or Kimberly Johnson.  





We offer mock turtlenecks or Henley long sleeve shirts in either red or gray for $20.00 each.  Adult sizes are Small, Medium, Large or Extra Large.  We are working on getting shirts for the children and will have prices by 11-5-03.





These will make great Christmas gifts for family members and friends that would like to support our soldiers.





WEAR THEM WITH PRIDE








All proceeds will be used to support the Family Readiness Group functions and shipping of items to the soldiers.  We also hope to earn enough money to provide welcome home shirts for all the Roughriders upon their return.





	

































































Events Are a Big Success





October 25th was a day full of events for the families.  There was horseback riding and a picnic early in the day and a Halloween party that evening.  Both events were a great success.  





Thank you to all who participated in the picnic, the food locker is well on it’s way again.





A special thank you to Sandra Santiago for the wonderful games enjoyed by all at the Halloween party.





We are looking forward to our next events and hope you will join us.
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Important Numbers





Family Readiness Group Leader


Kimberly Johnson 910-864-7739


		    910-494-6014


	          kjchal@nc.rr.com





Key Callers


Darlena Fudge	    910-875-6679


		    910-818-9039


        darlena.fudge@us.army.mil


Corrie Brown	    910-423-2006


		    910-308-1615


	       grits231@msn.com


Katie Howard	    910-868-4269


910-988-0786


       beautyrest9000@yahoo.com


Stephanie Creasman 910-482-3773


		    910-527-3635


            stephmeans@yahoo.com


Mitzi Hunt	    910-904-1975


           mitzi.hunt@us.army.mil


Claire Tyson	    910-482-8548


	 clnimitz@hotmail.com


Sandra Santiago	    910-425-7515


   � HYPERLINK "mailto:sandrasantiago@earthlink.net" ��sandrasantiago@earthlink.net� Terry Cobb	    910-423-4592


  dtlcobb@earthlink.net


Trisha Kramer	    910-257-2948


     kramertl@nc.rr.com


Cathy Millsap	    910-436-3573


 	     bmillsap@nc.rr.com





Welcome new Key Callers:





Katie Howard 


Stephanie Creasman





Important Websites





Divarty Homepage:





http://www.bragg.army.mil/319AFAR





Family Readiness Link:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bragg.army.mil/319AFAR/Family%20Readiness%20Group.htm" ��http://www.bragg.army.mil/319AFAR/Family%20Readiness%20Group.htm�





My Pay:


https://mypay.dfas.mil/mypay.asp





	





New Hotline





	The Division has made available to all family members a hotline for information regarding injuries and fatalities.  The messages are available for 48 hours.  





If you hear about injuries to an 82nd soldier on the news and would like to confirm that it is not your soldier that has been injured you may call 1-800-845-0759 for the latest information. 











Children Are Great Letter Writers





	Our children are our best letter writers, Christmas card and decoration makers.	





With your help the Roughriders Christmas tree can be the best-decorated tree at Champion Base.





If your child’s class, Boy/Girl Scout Troop or Sunday School class would like to write letters or make cards/decorations for Roughrider soldiers please contact a key caller for more information.





Let’s make this the best Christmas away from home that they have ever had.
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