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The CANNONBALL FORWARD OBSERVER

October 15, 2003

DEAR FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF THE DIVARTY, 

This is the first edition of the DIVARTY FRG Newsletter.  We will publish the CANNONBALL FORWARD OBSERVER monthly around the middle of the month.  This edition provides some information about the area of Iraq that we are living and working in.  We have also included some information from both 1st and 2nd Battalions, but due to the publication of newsletters by each battalion we will only hit their highlights.

Paratroopers of the DIVARTY continue to perform vital missions in the Al Anbar province of Iraq in support of the 82d Airborne Division’s mission.  Their dedication and professionalism is apparent every day as they perform their missions. Base Support and Base Defense missions are central components of the security and daily operations of Champion Base.  The on-going consolidation of ammunition continues to improve the safety of the region for U.S., Coalition, and civilians.  Finally, the Civil Military Affairs mission continues to improve the quality of life for the people of the region by providing jobs, infrastructure improvements and the framework for self-government to the people of Al Anbar Province and Iraq.

Troopers from the 21st Chemical Company and the 234th Field Artillery Acquisition Detachment continue to work with the troopers of DIVARTY in accomplishing our missions.

Recent significant events include several quality of life improvements to Champion Base, assessments of several of the large ammunition storage points, and several important civil military events.  Pictures of the DIVARTY Paratroopers in action are posted on the DIVARTY FRG webpage at http://www.bragg.army.mil/319AFAR/.
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Champion Base recently witnessed the grand opening of the contractor installed shower facilities, a much needed quality of life improvement.  Troopers also recently began to receive bunk beds, providing better conditions in the sleeping / living areas.  Mail delivery is regular now, and the post office is fully operational.  Finally, laundry service was recently established locally.  These improvements are direct results of the hard work of the paratroopers of DIVARTY.

The assessment, reduction and disposal of captured enemy ammunition is underway, and continues to improve the safety of the region for U.S. and coalition forces as well as for the people of the Iraq.  This mission is also providing employment to local laborers and contractors, a much needed boost to the local economy.  The 21st Chemical Company assesses each site, provides feedback on the cache, and passes this information to the reduction teams.  Currently the reduction teams are from the 41st Field Artillery Brigade out of Germany.  On 19 October, the first team of Iraqi workers will begin work to reduce the ammunition.

The Civil Military Affairs team is involved in all aspects of establishing security and self-government for the people of Al Anbar.  The Provisional Council on the future of Iraqi government, as well as the Grand Opening of the Iraqi Security Forces Academy are recent significant and historical events.

The Division Fire Support Element planning staff has evolved into a key component of the 82d Airborne Division team.  Over the past two months the FSE plans team has immersed themselves in guiding the division’s Information Operations Campaign.  Our mission, much like an advertising team, is to get the message to the people of Iraq.  The message, “The good people of Iraq deserve a new opportunity.  Cooperation between local citizens and the Iraqi people is best for the future of Iraq.”  Are we being effective?  You better believe it!  The look on the face of these children says it all.

Paratroopers of the 82d ABN DIV Artillery are living up to the expectations of the Paratroopers that came before them.  Their accomplishments are truly making a difference for future generations of Iraqis and Americans alike.  We are proud of their contributions to our great nation, and proud to serve with them.

COL Scott Thein

and


CSM Michael Williams

HHB DIVARTY

Dear Families of the Rough Riders,

The paratroopers of HHB are performing brilliantly.  Since our arrival, we’ve assumed the duty of standing up and operating the Mayor’s Cell for Champion Base (The Division Headquarters and all the units surrounding).  This mission has consumed about 1/3 of the Battery with daily tasks devoted to the quality of life here at Champion Base. 

We’ve also established our Tactical Operations Center (TOC) which oversees all the missions assigned to DIVARTY during Operation Iraqi Freedom II.  The TOC comprises another third of the Battery.  The paratroopers assigned to TOC duty are working in 12 hour shifts to provide 24 hour capability.  Our missions for the TOC are diverse, and they’ve required us to learn new and different means to accomplish multiple tasks at the same time. 

The Division FSE is in full operation at the Division Main TOC, and they are proving to be an invaluable member of the 82d Airborne Team as the Division manages all of its units throughout our wide area of operation.  LTC Hardy and his staff also work around the clock as the DIVARTY link to the Division.  

The remainder of the Battery is busy keeping our supplies coordinated and coming in, vehicles and equipment operating, and improving our small living area.  We’ve opened a small shower facility, and the guys are getting live football broadcasts for the first time since we reached this location.  We’ve learned to balance a lot of competing demands, and we’re lucky to have the best paratroopers available to adapt to this fluid environment.

Of course, all of us continue to look forward to returning home to you, but for the time being, our morale continues to be high and the mission goes on.

CPT Tom Earnhardt

and

1SG Garick Johnson

1-319th AFAR

1-319th AFAR provides first class support to the Panthers of 3rd Brigade.

HSB occupies the main base camp and is providing outstanding life support to the battalion as it continues to improve its force protection posture and quality of life.   The Loyalty Battalion Non-commissioned officers and paratroopers maintain “Loyalty Base” to the highest standard.  It is the envy of the entire basecamp area.  In addition to its regular mission the Battalion Tactical Operations Center (TOC) it is acting as the Civil Military Operations Center and is the focal point for the entire brigade as it tries to assist the Iraqi people in repairing and developing their own country.  The TOC is a very busy place as is the entire battery.

A Battery was attached to an infantry battalion once it arrived in country and is currently conducting point site security on a couple of sites that are extremely important to the Iraqi people’s ability to define their own destiny.  The Gators are performing magnificently and continue to receive complements on their ability to accomplish the tough missions.  Great Job!

B Battery has built Firebase Shoemaker in honor of SGT Shoemaker who passed away last June.  Firebase Shoemaker is in the same area as Loyalty Base.  They also continue to perform very well and have delivered timely and accurate artillery fires as well as served in many other capacities.  The Bulls are doing great and have set the standards very high.

C Battery is also attached to an infantry battalion and is occupying a fire base and assisting in guarding a critical infrastructure site.  The Cobras have firmly proven themselves to the infantry and have earned the respect of all as they conduct operations.  The Cobras continue to excel.

The fire supporters are also doing an outstanding job. They are of course working with their respective battalions and have really established themselves.  Many of them are working the civil military side of the house as I mentioned before. I am attempting to get as much real time information as possible on our fire support guys but it is sometimes difficult because of distance and communications.

Quality of life for our troopers is very good.  Several initiatives such as indoor showers and sinks, environmental control units in each room or tent and most importantly electricity, have greatly improved their quality of life.  The battalion will soon be eating out of a contracted dining facility run by Brown and Root and will have 3 hot meals a day.     


“All The Way”

“Loyalty” 

LTC Tony Layton and CSM Roger Howard
2-319th AFAR

2-319th provides outstanding support to the Falcons of 2d Brigade.

HSB continues to support the 2-319th TOC.  Currently co-located with A Battery, and C Battery to the south of Baghdad.

A Battery provides route security along  Route 8, one of the main north to south highways.  This critical mission ensures that the main north – south route out of Baghdad to Kuwait remains as safe as possible for U.S. and coalition forces.

B Battery also provides route security along Route 8.  Additionally B Battery recently conducted a Change of Command ceremony saying farewell to CPT Ryker Horn, and welcoming CPT Ben Luper.  Our sincerest thanks to CPT Ryker Horn and his wife Shannon – well done and good luck in your future assignments.  Welcome to CPT Ben Luper and his wife Lindee.  We look forward to the future with you as our newest command team. 

C Battery provides counter-mortar fire operations in support of the 1st Armor Division at the Baghdad International Airport.  

All of the paratroopers of 2-319th AFAR are working hard to accomplish their missions.  Their efforts are important components of the 1st Armored Division missions as well as the 82d Airborne Division missions.

“All The Way”

“Fury”
LTC Reinfurt and CSM Musselwhite

REAR DETACHMENT

The DIVARTY Rear Detachment continues to support Operation Iraqi Freedom by taking care of the paratroopers forward and caring for their families.  The DIVARTY Rear Detachment is engaged daily with supporting the logistical and administrative needs of the deployed soldiers.  The DIVARTY Rear Detachment is engaged in weekly meetings with the Division (-) Chief of Staff and Assistant Division Commander  

for Operations.  These meetings focus on how we can better support the deployed soldiers and take care of Family Readiness Group issues while maintaining the Division Ready Brigade.  


The DIVARTY Family Readiness Group is functioning well.  To date, the HHB Family Readiness Group has held several meetings with Key Callers and other HHB spouses.  At these meetings, Mrs. Kim Johnson has coordinated for guests to speak about facilities and programs available to support families at Ft. Bragg.  Additionally, these meetings have been used to talk about programs or ideas that the HHB Family Readiness Group can organize in order to support our soldiers in Iraq.  Many great ideas have come from these meetings and we are all looking forward to the execution of our fund raising events, and holiday activities.  


As we count our blessings, the HHB Family Readiness Group and Rear Detachment issues have been minor.  The soldiers did a great job preparing themselves and their families for this deployment.  Our Rear Detachment NCO support channel is second to none staying on top of every issue and anticipating most of them.  


The DIVARTY Web page is full of useful information for families and soldiers.  Please use this link  http://www.bragg.army.mil/319AFAR/  to view photos, news stories, and general information about military resources.  

Ar Ramadi 

Ar Ramadi [variants: most frequently Ramadi, but also Ramadiya, Ramadieh, Ramadie, Ramadie, al-Ramadi, Ramadiyah] is situated about 70 miles, or 110 kilometers, west of Baghdad on the Euphrates River. The alluvial Plain forms a quarter of Iraq's area [about 132,000 sq. km], extending in the form of a rectangle (650 Km long and 250 Km wide) between Balad, on the Tigris river and Ramadi, in the Tal Al Aswad region on the Euphrates river, in the north, the Iranian frontiers on the east, and the desert plateau on the west. 

This provincial capital is the eastern terminus of a highway across the desert from the Mediterranean Sea. The town was founded in 1869, and the British won an important victory over the Turks there in 1917. 

The Arabization of towns in northern Iraq involved the forced removal of non-Arabs - Turkmens and Kurds - to move to the three (predominantly Kurdish) northern muhafazahs (provinces) of Arbil (Irbil), Dahuk (Dohuk), and As Sulaymaniyah (Suleimaniyah), which remain outside Baghdad's control, or to the south, often to the city of Ar Ramadi (al-Ramadi). 

After the Gulf War cease-fire, a promise was made by Saddam Hussein on November 3, 1992 in Ramadi, Iraq that "the mother of battles . . . has continued, and will continue.” 

There were anti-government demonstrations in al-Ramadi province in 1995. About 2,000 people arrested in 1995 following demonstrations in al-Ramadi province were held without charge or trial, as were tens of thousands more arrested in previous years. 

On February 19, 1999, Grand Ayatollah Mohammad Sadiq as-Sadr, the most senior Shi'a religious leader in Iraq, was killed in downtown Najaf when the car he was riding in was boxed in by two other cars and hit by machine gun fire. Outside Baghdad illegal assemblies of Shi'a took place in most of the major cities of the south in reaction to the as-Sadr killing. Nine demonstrators reportedly were executed in Ramadi. To prevent them from leading religious gatherings, the chief Shi'a clerics of Basra and Nasiriyah reportedly were arrested. These government actions ultimately silenced the mourners and protesters, and the disturbances had ended by late February 1999. In April of 1999 about 100 detainees from Radwaniyah prison reportedly were taken to Ramadi province where they were buried alive in a pit. 

As of January 2001 some 20,000 Iranian civilians remain held in Iraq's Ramadiyah Camp, according to the office of Kermanshah Province's governor-general, whose comments were reported in "Jomhuri-yi Islami" on 16 January 2001. An unnamed official in that office explained that "shortly after the start of the Iraqi-imposed war against the Islamic Republic of Iran, these people were rounded up along our country's western and southern border regions and taken to Iraq." All the Iraqi prisoners of war have been released, according to the 9 December 2000 "Javan," while over 2,000 Iranians are being held in Iraq
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