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January 15, 2004

DEAR FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF THE DIVARTY,

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  All of the paratroopers of the DIVARTY want to send their best wishes for the New Year to all our families back at home.

Your troopers continue to excel in the various missions assigned to the DIVARTY.  Whether they are working on the day-to-day operations of Champion Main or the consolidation of enemy ammunition, they are all making a difference for the people of Iraq and the Al Anbar province.

Troopers of the HHB continue to be the workers behind the scenes at Champion Main ensuring that the daily needs of the base camp are taken care of.  Since our last newsletter, the base has seen the opening on a new MWR facility that boasts 19 laptop computers, and 6 phones.  This center is open to the troopers of Champion Main 24 hours a day, and is a welcome link to home.  In addition to the MWR computers, the base gym is now open for business.  The facility is also open to troopers 24 hours a day, and has a wide variety of weights and cardio equipment.

We anticipate opening up the rest of the facility by the end of the month of January.  This will include a theater, another internet café with streaming video, and a lounge area with a library.

The DIVARTY TAC has recently undertaken another vital mission in the on-going mission to consolidate and destroy Iraqi munitions.  They are currently working hard to reduce a series of caches in western Iraq, and expect to be deployed in that area for the next month or more.
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The elite DIVARTY TAC prior to a mission.

The FSE continues to provide outstanding support to the Division in both its traditional role and as a key element in the Information Operations role.  They are certainly proving the versatility of the Field Artillery in these diverse tasks.

1st BN, 319th AFAR remains in support of 3d BCT and is doing an outstanding work for both the BCT and the Division.  Read on for more about the work being accomplished by the troopers of Loyalty Battalion.
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HHB, DIVARTY with “Old Glory”

2d BN, 319th AFAR is in the process of planning and executing its redeployment tasks in conjunction with the redeployment of 2d BCT.  We expect they should be returning home over the course of the next month and a half.  Upon their return they will get some much-deserved rest and leave before undertaking a rigorous training schedule and maintenance program to prepare them for future operations.

By the time this is read, the 3-319th Fire Supporters will be deployed to Iraq as well.  The Gun Devil FISTers are providing DIVARTY paratroopers to critical missions in and to the north of Baghdad.  The rest of the Gun Devils remain at Fort Bragg conducting essential services and support to the installation.  The deployment of the 1st Brigade Combat Team is just another example of why our soldiers on DRB are always prepared to deploy on no notice to points worldwide.

As 2d Battalion redeploys the Command Sergeant Major and I wish to remind you all that the process of reintegrating your troopers into your homes and lives can sometimes be difficult, especially after such a long deployment.  Please 

do not hesitate to contact the Rear Detachment Chain of Command if there are issues that we can assist you with.  Additionally, do not hesitate to contact the Chaplains at Ft. Bragg for assistance.  Chaplain Kilgore is currently with the troopers of Fury Battalion and will be redeploying with them.  He is there to help you and your troopers with the sometimes difficult task of reintegrating into daily life after a deployment.  Again, if you feel that you need assistance please let the Chain of Command or FRG leaders know.
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HHB troopers following a water delivery.

Thank you all for your love and support.  The troopers of DIVARTY had a joyous holiday season due in large part to the efforts of the FRGs and family members back home.  We are looking forward to returning home in the near future.  Again, Happy New Year to you all!  Until next month…

AIRBORNE!  ALL THE WAY!

COL Scott Thein

And

CSM Michael Williams

1-319th AFAR

The Loyalty Battalion maintains its home in Fallujah, Iraq, but our team members are spread throughout the central Iraq region.  HSB, A and B batteries are doing well at FOB Ste Mere and continue to provide the Brigade Combat Team with force protection, fires, and civil-military operations.  Our FISTers from 1-505 and 1-504 operate with their infantry very close to our base. Task Force 3-505 FIST and C battery are in different towns and both are within an hour and a half’s drive southeast of our location.  We are very proud of all of the members of our team and the professional manner in which they have supported the brigade.  Hopefully you have been kept up to date on the most current information through our FRG meetings, the Loyalty Battalion webpage and other updates through your battery phone trees. 

The paratroopers are all doing well and believe it or not, the quality of life continues to rise.  We recently had the good fortune to receive a $50,000 morale and welfare “package” from Uncle Sam.  This “package” included weight machines, cardio equipment, televisions, video gameboxes and an entire library full of books, movies and video games.  We have a whole new Loyalty Battalion MWR complex, right outside our barracks area, which is dedicated to weight lifting and entertainment.  It will be tough to leave this equipment behind.  Each infantry battalion received the same package, so even if your paratrooper is not at our location, they should have access to these amenities.

We added a new command team to the Loyalty Battalion in January.  CPT Jay Persons took command of Headquarters and Service Battery on the 5th of the month.  We know that he and his wife Loida will offer the Hardchargers continued enthusiasm and will make a great command team.  Although we had to bid farewell to CPT Wade as HSB’s commander, we were lucky to retain him as the Assistant Regimental Fire Support Officer for the Panthers.  He and his wife Kim will depart for Fort Leavenworth this summer.
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COL Thein and CPT Lamm at a local school donating supplies for the children.

We also had several moves within our senior NCO ranks in the battalion.  We are pleased to have two new First Sergeants leading our 
soldiers – 1SG Thomas with the Gators and 1SG Ramos with the Bulls.  Our senior First Sergeant, 1SG Payton, has transitioned to the Hardchargers after a very successful tour with the Bulls.  

I am sure the redeployment rumors continue to run rampant.  Please, know that we will do everything reasonable to get your loved ones back to you safely and quickly.  Although we don’t have firm dates, we believe that the bulk of the battalion will return home prior to the first week of April.  As the meetings with our replacement unit and the division leadership continues, we will keep you informed to the best of our ability.  As CSM Howard and I have said before, the final decision on redeployment lies with echelons well above the division level.  One thing we are confident about is that our soldiers’ morale is buoyed by the anticipation of redeployment and that they can’t wait to get home to their families.

We are fortunate to be part of a great team that has contributed to the overall success of the Operation Iraqi Freedom mission.  CSM Howard and I are proud of the unwavering dedication, rock-solid professionalism and heartfelt patriotism of the paratroopers that are half a world away from you.  We know that you are as well.  Take care and God Bless! 

“Loyalty”

LTC Tony Layton 

and 

CSM Roger Howard 
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COL Thein and Mr. Abs meet with some local sheiks.
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The DIVARTY Staff with the COL and CSM in front of DMAIN.
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Division FSE Troopers in front of “Old Glory”

