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A Company checks a house for weapons

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Greetings from Forward Operating Base (FOB) St Michael!  We named our base camp after St Michael because he is the patron saint for all paratroopers and has been protecting us well so far.  We have been very busy over here since the last newsletter.  We moved to our new zone approximately one month ago at the request of the commander of forces in Iraq, who saw a need to put a group of hard-core paratroopers on the ground in our new area of operations.  Task Force 3 Panther is now responsible for a large area with several small cities and towns, each with its own unique flavor. 

The battalion conducted three large unit air assaults with numerous helicopters at the end of last month.  These operations were very successful as we rounded up several of the enemy and seized numerous weapons, explosives, and other equipment.  We also conducted over five other battalion-size operations that rolled up over 40 additional “bad guys”.  One of the recent large operations was focused on finding enemy mortar positions and weapons caches near our base camp.  The men made great progress by seizing numerous munitions and getting several “tips” from the local population.  


Even though the task force has conducted several large unit operations, the majority of the missions are small-unit actions.  Our men have been remarkable in their skill, fortitude, and discipline when executing these missions.  In addition, the companies, platoons, and squads are making a difference while interacting with the Iraqi people and are winning them over to our side.  

To ensure that we gain and maintain popular support, we have begun several projects to improve the lives of the average Iraqi citizen. These projects include working with and contracting the locals to repair schools, government buildings, and restore power to people’s homes.  Other projects include cleaning up trash in the cities and improving the irrigation system for farmers in our area.  We are also working to improve services rendered by the local government, such as improving police and security force training, and attending city council meetings with the goal of getting them to stand on their own feet before we depart.   

To sum it all up, you should be extremely proud of your paratroopers as they have been reducing the threats in the area and doing their part to create a safe and secure environment for the Iraqi people.  All the way!
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THE COMMANDER  

3 Panther families:  we are all pretty excited about sending out this second newsletter, especially considering it marks the over 2-month milestone!  We are settling nicely into FOB St. Michael and the paratroopers continue to perform magnificently – true professionals in everything they do, from combat patrols to inspecting school projects.  The area we are responsible for south of Baghdad extends approximately 25 km by 40 km which is quite extensive for one battalion.  Each company is responsible for a “zone of operations” within our battalion area and ensures both a secure environment as well as works with local government officials to develop and manage projects that help the communities.  For many, it is helping out the Iraqi people with their schools, sanitation, irrigation etc. that inspires the most pride.  We are making a difference in a positive way – the smiles from the kids validates many of our efforts throughout the area.  Unfortunately there are some bad characters who are making our time over here pretty challenging to say the least.  We are very focused in rooting them out and will not let our guard down until we leave.  

This past week I participated in a ribbon cutting ceremony in one of our towns to celebrate the opening of a post-office that we had renovated.  All the town’s sheiks showed up, cameramen and journalists covered the story, and kids were everywhere giving waves and thumbs up to the paratroopers.  We also coordinated for an artist in the town to replace all the old Saddam Hussein paintings with art that celebrates the new beginning for the Iraqi people.  I can emphatically tell you that these people appreciate that we are trying to help.  

I continue to be impressed and amazed with the absolutely stellar performance by all our paratroopers.  Be proud of their achievements because they deserve it and much more.  This is not easy service and there is plenty of stress to go around.  We remain resolute as a team and will continue to take care of each other.  


Thanks to all who are staying in touch with 3 Panther paratroopers – morale clearly spikes when the mail arrives, please keep it coming.  Enjoy the read.

LTC Pete Johnson

3 Panther 6

HHC
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The Desert Chronicles of HHC, 3 Panther


Good bye summer heat! With the passing of our two month mark in the Biblical region of Babylon, the weather has become increasingly pleasant as the paratroopers of HHC continue onward in their mission of service to the nation and the paratroopers of 3 Panther.  It is great to have the team at our new home, FOB St. Michael – after the patron saint of the Airborne! 


 Our battalion has been very successful in its mission over the last month, and the paratroopers of HHC have been there every step of the way in support of these fine Americans. The kindness and generosity that the paratroopers have shown to the liberated people of Iraq continues to be an extension of the best qualities found in the 82nd Airborne family. Our Iraqi neighbors have been very upbeat and welcoming to our many efforts to improve their quality of life. 

Mortars


Our team has added a new dimension to how we participate in the success of this operation. In our new role of convoy security we have managed to travel to various locations throughout Baghdad and beyond.  We’re excited to come home and share the roles of pictures we’ve been taking as we travel in convoy as part of HHC’s Team Jingle. 


Our platoon has thrived under the leadership of SSG Thompson for the last 5 years. It is our pleasure to announce that he has received the honor of training future US Army soldiers as a Drill Instructor and will be departing 3 Panther in the coming months. We would like to welcome to our team SSG Jordan to the 81 mm mortar platoon! He joined us this month from Hawaii. Last but not least for this month we would like to announce that another fine mortar man, PFC Garcia, was promoted this month to the rank and grade of E-4!

Medics


Our medical team continues to impress the paratroopers of 3 Panther and our Iraqi neighbors. The medics have gained an immeasurable amount of experience treating Iraqi civilians in need of care. The 3 Panther health care team has extended its expertise to our Iraqi neighbors in funding and medical technology. 

The evacuation section received a boost with SGT Kennedy’s announcement to extend and finish his military career as an NCO in 3 Panther. SPC Beier and SGT Mitchell have returned to their line companies, with additional leadership skills, after successfully completing PLDC. There was also another joyful reunion when SSG Ayan arrived in country, after successfully completing BNCOC-he was greeted in song by SFC Holloway. The medical officers can hardly get a decent night’s sleep as these two reunited NCO’s  spend late evening hours catching up for lost time. 

Scouts


“Drinks are on me,” inspiring words for our team as our platoon leader, Matt McGinley, was promoted from 1LT to CPT. We plan to hold him to his word the moment we get back to Ft. Bragg. Our Platoon has had a busy month joining our forces and skills with not only the rifle companies but soldiers from other coalition nations. 


We are pleased to have the arrival of SGT Weeks and SPC Wiggins this month. SPC Wiggins successfully completed sniper school and SGT Weeks earned his “Ranger” tab; skills that continue to enhance our team on a daily basis. Our string of good news this month also includes the promotion of SPC Holcomb to E-4! 

Mechanics 


The 3 Panther Pit Crew has logged a lot of miles and a lot of hours in the past month. The rifle companies have been driving throughout the area on some of the best kept vehicles in the country! Does anyone know if NASCAR is hiring entire pit crews? 

Commo


“Can you hear me now? Good.” With the successful installment of phone lines to call home to the USA, we have shifted our efforts to gaining access to the internet. With outstanding leadership from SFC Allen and SGT Blair, the “commo shop,” has made it possible for the families of 3 Panther to hear from us on a regular basis. 

DFAC


We are pleased to welcome SSG (P) Piercall to the 3 Panther food service team! His leadership as top chef has inspired many culinary delights for the paratroopers of 3 Panther. 


“Providing nutritious meals for 750 paratroopers, 3 meals a day, is a demanding job-especially in a deployment setting,” states SGT Burgado. “This past month SPC’s Ward, Chavez, and Graham have shown outstanding dedication to ensuring that the paratroopers of 3 Panther receive the highest quality meals. I’m proud to have them working as part of my DFAC section.”

S&T


The “Roughnecks” of 3 Panther continue to make a name for themselves in their daily support operations for the battalion. There is an enthusiasm that surrounds the paratroopers when an S&T convoy arrives-they know that we deliver the stuff morale hinges on: Orange Bags of Happiness…aka. the mail, in addition to new dinner meals, supplies, and cokes! Although business is routine for now, LT Carricarte and SSG Givens are already preparing for the holiday rush that is just around the corner.


In addition, HHC, under the guidance and leadership of S&T, maintains the 3 Panther Inn…no, no…you probably don’t want to stay at the 3 Panther Inn...it’s the detention facility!  We hold them and then move them to the big house…and on to the Iraqi Authorities for final adjudication.

 Headquarters and Slice elements


The information and planning hub for the battalion has seen the successful outcomes of many battalion missions. Credit goes to the many NCO’s, soldiers, and Officers who work many late hour shifts to coordinate these efforts. In particular, we would like congratulate Manuel Martinez on his recent promotion from 1LT to CPT this month. 


The paratroopers of the S-3 section have been hard at work not only in planning, but their extra curricular hobby as the “3 Panther Carpenters”. The E-4 trio of SPC’s Gambill, Arterburn, and Scoggins could give the home improvement expertise of Bob Villa a run for his money. These hard hammering paratroopers have created everything ranging from sinks and doors to putting up walls and roofing.  

As members of TF Panther, 3-4 ADA has participated in multiple battalion missions. “The paratroopers of my platoon enjoy being part of this battalion and the active role we are playing in the rebuilding of Iraq,” proclaims ADA Platoon leader 2LT Crow. “It’s because of dedicated technicians like SPC Edwards and team chiefs like SGT Kopecki, that this platoon is an integral force for 3 Panther!” 

The many other slice elements attached to 3 Panther have been playing an active role in protecting the force. From the engineers who have been leveling out our living area to the Civil Affairs detachment spreading good will, these combat multipliers have assisted in the success of many Battalion missions.

Commander’s Comments


 First Sergeant Frias and I continue to be impressed with the discipline and professionalism of the paratroopers of HHC. We have added another facet to the talents of our team by participating in the humanitarian efforts of numerous battalion missions. The much hailed efforts of HHC’s Team ‘Jingle’ have brought water, school supplies, medical expertise, and good will to our Iraqi neighbors in this region. The gratitude shown by our new Iraqi friends is not always captured by the media, but we know that our daily efforts are making a difference in the rebuilding of this part of the world. Our paratroopers are making a difference.  Most of the Iraqi public truly appreciates our presence and our efforts.  We are trying to focus on helping those who support us while ridding the area of those who are disrupting the forward progress of Iraq.


Your letters and care packages continue to push our efforts onward on a daily basis.  The soldiers anxiously await the next round of FRG packages.  Hopefully we will receive some Halloween candy to carry us through October and November. 


Until next month…God Bless you all and God Bless America! 

ALPHA
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ALPHA COMPANY MOVES AGAIN


We have relocated once again to a new Forward Operating Base (FOB) ST. Michael. We are slowly, but surely gaining the creature comforts of power and A/C; although appreciating these comforts is seen rarely because we are constantly on the move. Between combat operations, guarding towers, and improving the quality of life here at the FOB, there is barely a minute to sit.


The weather here is becoming a little more tolerable to the point that we are able to do more outside during the day. Basketball has become the most popular sport at the FOB. The team to beat is SSG Soto, SGT Shepard, and SGT Sheehan; so far they are undefeated against all of the other companies. It is a good thing that we put up a basketball goal, quoting every movie that was made from 1990-2003 is starting to get old. 

The highlight of everyday continues to be when the mail comes, everything stops. Letters from home are more valuable then gold in Iraq. Pictures and artwork from sons and daughters cover the walls of the Alpha Company area. To date the FSO, Lt Macri has the lead in boxes received; all of us in the Command Hooch would like to say thanks. 

Alpha Company would like to welcome its newest Paratrooper, Brandon Michael Lee. We all received the play by play from SGT Lee while he was on the phone with the operating room during the delivery. We are all patiently awaiting the birth of the Nunez family.  

Alpha Company would like to congratulate the newly promoted and Re-enlisted soldiers.

Specialist to Sergeant:
SGT Coleman

SGT Cary

SGT Vogel

SGT Andrews

Re-enlisted soldiers:
SGT Lainez

SGT Mobley

SPC Rivera

SPC Grant

SPC Andrews

Stephen G. Dobbins

1LT, IN

Executive Officer

BRAVO 
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The men of Bravo Company have been fighting the global war on terrorism for the past two months.  Everyone has been quite busy allowing the time to go by rather quickly.  Operations continue 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  There is no average workday or weekend to look forward to but the troops continue to do great things and will no doubt push hard till the end of the deployment.  Morale remains high as the men of Bravo realize firsthand the importance of their presence here in Iraq, not only for homeland security, but also for the people of Iraq who have been oppressed for so many years.  

When several of the soldiers were asked whether or not a difference could be made with our presence here in Iraq, they all gave similar answers which fit the general consensus of everyone here.

“I feel that we’re making a difference here among the local population.  We’ve been passing out food and much needed supplies to the children and the elderly.  The people’s attitude towards us has become much more positive now that they see we are here to help.”

-SSG Challen, 3rd platoon

“Most people are genuinely happy to see us.  The looks on the children’s faces make everything worthwhile.”


-PFC Reynolds, 1st platoon

“Seeing the poverty in this country reminds me of growing up in Vietnam.  The difference is that the United States is here to rebuild this country and create a better future for everyone.”


-SSG Huynh, 2nd platoon


What keeps the soldier’s spirits high on a daily basis?  What else drives them?  The majority answered with mail (especially care packages), phone access, and being able to watch DVD’s during their downtime.  Several soldiers were more specific in their answers.

“My fellow squad and platoon members keep me motivated but most important my family keeps me going.”


-SSG Arvizo, 1st platoon

“The thought of seeing my twin nieces once I get home.”


-PV2 Karrick, 3rd platoon

“Thinking of the past sacrifices soldiers have made to make our lives comfortable.”


-SGT Waterman, 1st platoon   

“Knowing that every day that passes means I’m a day closer to seeing my wife and family.”

-SPC Bacon, 2nd platoon

  On the evening of 29 September, some time was set aside for all the men of Bravo to come together and conduct platoon skits.  It was a time for everyone to unwind and mimic various members of the Chain of Command, in good nature of course.  Various incidents which have occurred over the past couple months were also played out with a humorous twist to them allowing some light to be shed on some otherwise serious situations.  The soldiers of Bravo Company grow closer every day. The men work as a team, in all they do, whether they are on a mission or back in the compound.  Everyone looks forward to the day when they can go home and see their family again, but until then, they will continue to accomplish every mission and answer their nation’s call with extreme pride.   

CHARLIE ROCK
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Charlie Company has made a few moves this past month and has found a new home in Forward Operating Base ST. Michael.  We continue to conduct both Offensive and Civil Military Operations in the area. The men of the Rock continue to adapt to the ever-changing environment and continue to do good things for God and Country.


Our conditions are steadily improving from last month.  We have almost continuous power, which is our biggest struggle at the moment. We now have air-conditioning, limited cold water, and have finally begun to eat hot meals.  The temperature has begun to drop slightly; it hovers between 95 to 100 during the day.  We continue to refine our mail delivery system, it continues to be a great source of morale and those precious re-supply items.  We have begun weekly morale calls and hopefully email service will be forthcoming in the upcoming weeks.


All new paratroopers have arrived safely and have transition well to their new environment. We would like to welcome to the Charlie Rock Team, PVT Goss, PFC Page, PVT Lee, PVT Schmit, and PFC Duran, as well as returning members of the family.  Congratulations to SSG Bumagat for graduating from BNCOC as the Distinguished Honor Graduate and SGT Courtright for achieving the Commandant’s List from PLDC. We are still waiting for SGT Richards and SPC Wilcox to graduate from Ranger School, keep driving on.


Our heroes, SGT Gavin, SPC Combs, SPC Zeigler, and PFC Huff have recovered superbly and are now beginning to continue participating on missions.  SSG Reagan, we will deeply miss you and hope you have a speedy recovery. 


Congratulations to the Wall’s and the Hawkins’ for the increase in our ranks with their new additions to the Charlie Rock family. 


Our thoughts and prayers are with ya’ll as I know yours are with us.  The picture above is from a local recon mission. There will also be movies that we are putting together and will be mailed shortly.

H-MINUS,  LT. Amburgey

DELTA
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The first place we called home was Camp Mercury. It was a vacated Iraqi military complex in the Syrian Desert. Life there was harsh; there was no power which meant no A/C or lights. The walls of the buildings held heat in to the degree that we could not sleep inside at night, so everyone slept outside.


We then moved to FOB St. Michel, aka FOB Italy. The U.S. Marines were the first to make this abandoned meat processing plant home. They did little to improve the conditions here. The marines moved out and we have made it our home. A lot of improvement has gone into St. Michel. Every platoon has a tent with A/C and lights to live in. Lt. Berry commented that “They are making every effort to take care of us, installing Air conditioning and even working on getting us Satellite television.” Most soldiers agree with SPC Brown in saying “compared to MEK (Camp Mercury) this place isn’t bad.”


There is still room for improvement. SFC Wilson cited “More access to phones, more individual access to electrical power and a PX. The Battalion could set up a movie tent and get new releases from AAFES” SPC Mayes’s comment was “this place is pretty good; the only improvement I can think of is the food.” According to SPC Valle “The Mail system sucks.” Most soldiers are complaining about the mail. The electricity also goes out at numerous times during the day, and many people who brought electrical-powered items such as televisions or rechargeable game devices aren’t able to use them because of the lack of voltage adapters.


“It’s not bad here, we’re safe, and we’ve got it better than we had it in Afghanistan” SSG D’Amato said.  Everyone is satisfied with the overall living conditions. Every day more work goes into the base, and the comfort level gets a little better. If we all work together, and realize that this will be home for the next couple months we will continue to make strides toward our own well-being
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

LIVING BY FAITH

Before the deployment your family relationships were probably built on spending time with your soldier.  Walks, dates, fishing, ball games, Christmas, and Thanksgiving…all kinds of fun activities that brought you close together.  You could see, feel, hear, and touch.  The experience was close and rewarding.


But now your soldier is gone from home.  Immediate contact is limited.  This is a change that requires FAITH. 

Faith as defined in the bible is “the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”  (Heb 11:1).  Faith is believing something that is real and true, that you cannot see.  


Right now you cannot “see” your soldier, but you can still have faith.  You can exercise your faith by doing the following:


1.  Believe in your soldier.  Have faith in your relationship.  Believe that your relationship can grow in new ways even though you are far apart.  


2.  Build faith through letters.  Letters are like prayer; you do not always get immediate feedback.  But the spirit of the message can be felt and received, and is often more deep and meaningful than what can be said by words.


3.  Believe in God.  Have faith that God can carry you through your trials.  What Paul says of temptation is true of trials also:

“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”  (1 Cor. 10:13)

We have faith in you,  Godspeed, CH Helms
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