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Around the Battalion

 (by BN S-3, MAJ Katz)
Greetings from FOB ST Michael!  We hope everyone has been hanging in there back at Ft Bragg and wherever else the 3 Panther “extended family” members are located.  Of course your warriors are staying focused on the complex task of fighting this war, but we certainly think a lot about you and are looking forward to being home.

The past few weeks have been very busy for the men of 3 Panther.  We have conducted three major operations, several company-level missions, and countless patrols, all with the intent of taking the fight to the enemy and “beating him to the punch”.  The paratroopers have maintained their reputation for aggressive initiative and excellence at every turn.  An interesting anecdote comes to mind:  A few weeks ago, a CNN reporter was staying with us for a couple of days, and witnessed our men successfully execute a night raid.  The next day the same company was hosting the opening of a school that they had rebuilt using humanitarian funds and local labor.  The reporter remarked “It is simply amazing that the same aggressive men who are out here fighting the enemy tonight will be opening a school for children tomorrow”.  The reporter’s comment stuck with me, and sums up the toughness, combined with compassion, that 3 Panther has displayed during the deployment.  This ability to be tough but fair, and have a sincere desire to help the people and show them the advantages of being on our side, is crucial to victory in this type of war.    

In addition to capturing over 75 enemy and 10 weapons caches, we are also continuing to improve the quality of life for the people.  To date, we have pumped $4 million into the local economy to fix the antiquated infrastructure.  50 new policemen will be hired and trained soon.  We, along with civil affairs experts, are continuing to boost the efficiency and responsiveness of the local government to ensure that they are serving the people.  There is still a long way to go, but we are chipping away at it one day at a time.  At the end of our tour of duty, we will definitely be able to say that we greatly improved the area, making it a more safe and secure place for all.

As I always say, thanks for the continued support.  Be proud of the wonderful, first-rate job your paratroopers are doing over here.  We are all looking forward to the time when we will be at home with you.
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THE COMMANDER  

This has been a pretty incredible month with emotional ups and downs that has characterized our stay over here in Iraq.  We lost one of our best with the tragic death of SSG Ramey, our second explosive ordnance specialist to be lost, and we suffered some serious casualties in two separate incidents that I spoke to in earlier notes.  Our heart and thoughts remain with the Ramey family who were recently interviewed in Canton, Ohio.  In the article I read, they were pretty darn inspirational.  They were upbeat and focused on the fact that he sacrificed his life doing what he was meant to do; something they knew he was destined to do all his life – and that was to be a soldier.  We are glad they are finding some peace in what surely has been a terrible loss.  Two of our casualties remain in care at Walter Reed Hospital.  SGT Wade is fighting for his life and we pray for him and his family.  They are very strong along with his fiancé who traveled by herself to be by his side in Germany and who has been there ever since.  He is out of his coma, but his prognosis is yet uncertain.  SPC Vycital has undergone substantial surgery to heal the damage caused by the bullet that penetrated his face just in front of his ear and passed through his neck and shoulder.  His prognosis is very good.  Surgeons are hopeful that the only permanent damage will be the loss of hearing in his right ear.  His family has also joined him at the hospital.  Our other casualties have all returned to Ft. Bragg where they continue to receive care and will be taken care of by the hospital and the battalion.  
On the brighter side we continued to take it to the enemy and have captured additional key leadership and other terrorists.  We also successfully recruited our Iraqi Civil Defense Corps (ICDC) Battalion and trained its first rifle company.  CPT Schwemmer and SFC Weldon have been directly responsible for all our success with the ICDC and have spent countless hours tirelessly working to build an Iraqi security force.  This will eventually be the force that replaces coalition force efforts until a new Iraqi Army is fully formed.  The first basic training graduation was a great event replete with drummers and formation marching.  We are pretty proud of this achievement.  

Our efforts on the civil military side continue as strong as ever.  The companies continue to develop, resource and supervise a myriad of projects aimed to assist the Iraqi people.  They provide most of their oversight over a city council process that as you can imagine is filled with plenty of self-interests.  Although not perfect, the process in and of itself is a positive step forward for the people here.  They can all now express their opinions openly which has taken some getting used to.  We have made many good and lasting friendships and are confident that we will hand them off to the Marines when they take over our zone.

Speaking of redeployment, yes it is very close indeed but we are not going to lose sight of our number one priority and that is maintaining absolute security and sustaining offensive pressure on the enemy.  Except for when we first deployed to Iraq we are about to enter our most critical period.  The enemy will try to take advantage of any perceived vulnerabilities as we swap out with the Marines.  We will not show any and have designed a plan to maintain continuous and decisive pressure on him.  I have asked our paratroopers to remain absolutely tuned in and focused on our security tasks and not get caught up in the euphoria of returning home to our loved ones.  
The paratroopers of 3 Panther continue to fight with all their might and continue to demonstrate inspirational levels of focus and commitment to get the job done right.  I ask you to maintain a positive outlook on the redeployment process and focus your attention on our block leave period which goes from 1PM 16 April to mid-night on 9 May.  Also, we all look forward to our 3 Panther Ball which will be held 12 June.  More details to follow.  
LTC Pete Johnson

3 Panther 6
THE CSM  

This month, I would like to recognize two of our very best soldiers from 3 Panther, Sergeant First Class William Paul and Specialist Daniel Cheney.  It is LTC Johnson’s and my great pleasure to announce that these two great paratroopers have been designated as the Regimental Noncommissioned Officer and Trooper of the Year.  The competition was held in January at FOB St. Mere near Fallujah.
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SPC DANIEL CHENEY AND SFC WILLIAM PAUL

The competition is a yearly event that involves over 12 paratroopers competing against each other in each category, Trooper of the Year and Noncommissioned Officer of the Year.  It started on a cold and foggy morning with the Physical Fitness test (sit-ups, pushups, and two mile run.)  Immediately afterwards, the candidates were required to go to the qualification range and zero and qualify with M4 Carbine.  That afternoon, after some lunch, they moved to a hands-on individual skills test, which consisted of over 15 individual tasks.

Day two of the competition began with a written exam of 50 questions testing the paratrooper’s common skill knowledge and then, culminating the competition with a 30-minute board appearance in front of a panel made up of all Command Sergeants Major of the regiment.  The paratroopers were scored on military bearing, military appearance, oral communication skills, general military knowledge, and 82d Airborne Division history.  With the intense grilling complete, the winners were announced that afternoon and our 3 Panther had swept the field.  I would like to introduce you to the 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment Noncommissioned Officer and Trooper of the Year.

SFC William Paul is presently assigned as the 81MM Mortar Platoon Sergeant with Headquarters Company.  He entered the Army in July of 1990 and conducted Basic training and Advance Individual Training at Fort Benning, Georgia.  He has served with units in Korea, Fort Bragg, NC, and Fort Pickett, VA.  SFC Paul had the distinction of being the first indirect mortar man to serve as an Infantry Platoon Sergeant while assigned to 1st Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment.  SFC Paul is an avid fisherman who competes on the BASS Pro Tournament season.  He is married and has    children.

SPC Daniel Cheney entered the Army in August of 2001 as a Medical Specialist and is assigned to Headquarters Company.  He is from Valencia, California.  SPC Cheney played baseball, soccer, and track while attending high school.  Upon completion of high school, SPC Cheney enrolled in College of the Canyons.  After two years of study, SPC Cheney decided to fulfill his dream of becoming a soldier.  SPC Cheney’s long-term goals are to attend Cal Lutheran College and earn a degree in psychology and theology. SPC Cheney is presently single.

It is paratroopers like the above mentioned that make up the 3 Panther team.  These soldiers are just an example of the talent that forms our great unit.  Time is getting short here in Iraq and we anxiously await our departure and return back to Fort Bragg.  You all have been awesome and I ask for patience as we ready ourselves to come home and unite with you once again.  If you happen to see either one of these paratroopers, please take the time and congratulate them on a job well done.

H-Minus 

All The Way       

CSM Jim Champagne

HHC

 The Desert Chronicles of HHC, 3 Panther

 
Greetings once again from FOB St. Michael! The month of January has come and gone quickly for the paratroopers of  HHC. The football play-offs have kept many of us glued to the satellite TV connection at “Jose’s place”. We are looking forward to enjoying this year’s Super Bowl between the Patriots and the Panthers. 


To our loved ones in Fayetteville and throughout the United States, we wish you all a happy Valentine’s Day this coming month! 

Mortars

 
The gun teams of our platoon have had a busy month. We continue to participate as the security element of Team Jingle throughout numerous battalion missions and transportation of logistical packages to FOB St. Michael. 

This month, the “Gunners” graduated their final class of Iraqi Facility Protection Service (FPS). The 1200 graduates of this program are serving the local population as security guards that augment the Iraqi Police at many key infrastructure facilities. The leadership of FPS instructors SFC Gonzales, SGT Simonds, SPC Thurman, SPC Burke, and SGT Dixon were vital in the success of this program. 

Our platoon has been busy preparing several mortar men for the E-5 promotion board. SSG Odom and SGT Kendal have been hard at work conducting numerous classes and training exercises for these paratroopers. SPC Burke and SPC Rowe are studying hard and anxiously await their chance to excel at the upcoming board. We would like to congratulate SPC (P)  Burkham, who attended the E-5 promotion board and earned the maximum points possible at the January 2004 board. 

The mortar platoon would like to congratulate our platoon sergeant, SFC Paul, for winning the Brigade NCO of the Year board this past month. We are excited to have him represent our platoon, HHC, and the battalion at the Division NCO of the Year competition later this year. 

And finally SPC Burns would like to send a special, “Hello and Happy Valentine’s,” day to his fiancé this coming month.

Mechanics 


The 3 Panther Pit Crew is pleased to announce the recent birth of a baby boy to the family of SPC Ryan and Amy Shilling. We were also impressed with SPC Shilling’s perfect performance at the E-5 promotion board this month! Keep up the good work! 


Our section enjoyed an added thrill this month with a visit from several stars from NASCAR and the Winston Cup series. The visiting celebrities included Jack Rousch, owner of Ford Racing cars #6, #17, #97, #99; Richard Childress, owner of several Chevy Racing cards, Geoffrey Bodine, a retired NASCAR driver, and Ron Hornaday, a Busch Series driver. The battalion entertained our guests with various activities and a “meet and greet” session at the DFAC for the paratroopers. The highlight of their visit was a hands-on weapons demonstration at the FOB range. With the enthusiasm displayed by the Bn PA, LT Owens and CSM Champagne during the NASCAR visit, we may see our pit crew numbers increase by two when race season starts!
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CSM POSES WITH NASCAR AND OTHER VIPS

Medics

We are very pleased to announce that our very own SPC Daniel Cheney, the senior line medic for C Co, won the prestigious Brigade Paratrooper of the Year Board. This competition was held at FOB St. Mere and consisted of a physical fitness test, weapons proficiency test, and a common soldier task board. SPC Cheney is now studying for the upcoming Division Paratrooper of the Year Board, which will be held at Ft. Bragg later this year. 

The medical platoon would also like to welcome four new medics who arrived in country this past month. PFC Jeremy Davenport hails from Texas where he has prior work experience as an LPN. He arrived with PFC Angelo Howard who joins us from his home state of Indiana. PV2’s Kevin Geis of Wisconsin and Daly Cooley from the state of Washington round out this month’s newest editions to the medical team.

The medical staff has been hard at work completing two large-scale Civil Military Operation (CMO) projects. These projects will improve the level of health care provided throughout the region. The first CMO project consisted of the ordering and delivery of new medical furniture for 11 local clinics. This undertaking was followed-up by the construction of a mobile treatment clinic. MAJ Barnes developed the concept for this medical treatment bus. It has helped bring primary health care doctors and basic health care to many rural Iraqi homes. Look for the British Broadcasting Channel (BBC) feature on the Iraqi Mobile Treatment Bus due out later this month! 

Scouts

 
Our recon platoon continues to endure month by month through its tradition of hard work and light-hearted humor. SSG Cross came back from his land of make believe telling the platoon he won the 1st annual Baghdad 500 in a soapbox car. His dream was complete with an engine built from egg cartons, dental floss, and an empty cell-tech jar. 


We would like to officially welcome SGT Christopher Takawo, formerly of B Co to the platoon. He is taking over the Team leader duties of A-Team 2. We are also pleased to mention that SPC Kirsch is the new platoon RTO and SPC Davis has joined Team 1. 


Finally, our platoon leader and platoon sergeant are hard at working planning our next mission. Make sure someone tapes the Super Bowl for us; we will probably miss it due to some important mission. Go Panthers! 
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 KEEPING IN TOUCH THROUGH THE INTERNET CAFE

Commo

 
With business booming at the popular Internet Café, the signal platoon has turned its attention to several other pursuits around the FOB. The month, our main focus has been inspecting the old and new communications equipment of the battalion. The US Army has graciously updated many of our systems to allow the companies to communicate better with new advances in automation.


The strong signal that pulsates from our FOB has allowed our communications specialists a chance to prepare for the next challenge in their lives…building muscle! The new MWR weight room/gym facility on FOB St. Michael has been our platoon hang out since it’s opening. SPC Blanton and PFC Harris want you to know that they are going to “Pump…you up!”

DFAC

 
The culinary artists of 3 Panther continue to serve only the best meals to the best paratroopers in the world. The spearhead of this effort for the month of January has been PFC Fishbaugh, who has been serving midnight chow to the paratroopers who work night shift around the FOB. The favorite meal has been pizza!


Our platoon would like to recognize PFC Crespo, who demonstrated great skill this month and won the January E-4 Board. 


Two families within our platoon received uplifting news this month. SGT Burgado and his wife Sabrina, and SPC Oelkers and his wife Lauren, are all expecting new babies in April of 2004. Congratulations and Happy Valentine’s Day!

S&T

 
The Roughnecks of 3 Panther continue to be a vital link in the resupply and logistics operations of the battalion. We wish you all a Happy Valentine’s Day and look forward to returning home to our loved one’s soon. 

Headquarters


It has been a busy month for the paratroopers of the battalion headquarters. The TOC and conference room received a new paint job and it has added a brighter appearance to the control node of the Task Force. 


A special battalion Task Force was initiated this month to begin the planning, organization, and recruiting of an Iraqi Civil Defense Corp (ICDC) battalion in our area. Under the leadership of CPT Schwemmer and SFC Weldon, the foundation for another successful 3 Panther project has been put in place. The largest effort this month was the recruiting and sign-up of over 650 Iraqi volunteers for the New Iraqi Army. The members of this recruiting team (from S-1: SSG Cecchini and SPC Benevidez; from S-2: LT Wells, SGT Jones, and SPC Pena, and from the Medics: LT Manrique, PFC Davenport, PFC Gilbert, and PFC Howard) spent several days recruiting in local towns within our area and did a great gob! 


The S-3 section would like to congratulate SPC Saunders and his wife, Aimee, who gave birth to their healthy new baby boy, Aiden. Welcome to the 3 Panther Family!


Finally, we would like to express our thanks and appreciation to everyone within the Family Readiness Group who has shown their support to SPC Gambill and his family during the past month. Our prayers continue to be with them.

Air Defense Artillery

Our section has enjoyed a relaxing month providing the battalion with security and protection with Avenger teams positioned at the entrances of the FOB. We are the first paratroopers to see and marvel at the many raw materials that will be used for continued upgrades to our living areas at FOB St. Michael. 

This month, our platoon leader, LT Crow, took on the additional responsibility of being the battalion combat pay officer. As the “CERP” manager, he has been busy financing the many local civil improvement projects sponsored by the battalion. 

Our team would like to congratulate several paratroopers for their leadership achievements. SGT Carlos Salines was pinned the rank of E-5 this past month and we are pleased with his progress. SPC Dennis Edwards and SPC Jermie Cummings did an outstanding job at the E-5 promotion board this month; both of them earned the maximum number of points possible! We look forward to pinning them to the rank of E-5 in the coming months. 

On a final, lighter note, our platoon is hopeful that our rankings on the “Hot or Not” dating web-site will remain high through the Valentine’s Day season. Happy Valentine’s Day!

Commander’s Comments

 
First Sergeant Frias and I are impressed with the continued pursuit of excellence demonstrated by the paratroopers of HHC. The competitive spirit and soldier discipline exemplified by SFC Paul and SPC Cheney during their participation at the Brigade Soldier and NCO of the Year Board were the keys to their success. The First Sergeant and I are very proud of them. 


Thank you for your continued support through the holiday season and onward into the New Year. It is reassuring to all of our paratroopers to know that they have caring families that are so dedicated to the success of our missions in Iraq. 


Thank you for everything you do for us! 
ALPHA

We just packed up our first shipment of equipment to head back to the states. The weather is getting warmer and each day brings us that much closer to home. We received your newsletter and we were glad to hear that you are all enjoying yourselves. We also are happy that we can email our loved ones back home regularly now.

Over January, we played a huge role in the capture of those responsible for the attack on the Spanish soldiers. The operation was a huge success and done without injury to any Alpha Company soldiers. Since we were able to clean up our town we have now found success with our civic projects. The police station received a complete overhaul and is now a respectable centerpiece of our town. Additional projects include a playground for the children, the start of a library to include western books, continued improvement of the schools in the surrounding areas, and renovations to the phone system.

We would also like to thank you for the boxes that you just sent. All of the sports equipment and goodies will go to good use. We plan to share our good fortune with the children and introduce them to some American sports. Again thank you for all that you do and your continued support.

We would like to acknowledge some births, promotions and reenlistments for the months of January and February:  
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ALPHA COMPANY PROMOTION CEREMONY

01 February 2004 Promotions:

Promotions to Staff Sergeant (SSG)

SSG Roy K. Hickok

SSG Erick S. Lamb

SSG Donald R. Mobbley
Promotions to Sergeant  (SGT)

SGT Angel G. Irizarry

SGT Nathan J. Lafleur

SGT Brian J. Murphy

Promotions to Specialist (SPC)

SPC Clay T. Dunn

SPC Paul K. Ghogomu

SPC Larin C. Kerr

SPC Louis Villarreal

Promotions to Private First Class (PFC)

PFC Anthony J. Doyle

PFC Carlos D. Ortegagomez

PFC Andrew M. Veres

PFC Armondo Pinon
Reenlistments: 
SPC ALLEN

Births

Congratulations to Erick and Cindy Lamb for the birth of Erick S. Lamb Jr.

Congratulations to Dustin and Ashley Beers for the birth of Joshua R. Beers

The men of Alpha Company send their love and thank you      for all of your support.

CPT Stephen Dobbins
BRAVO 
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SSG RITZ AND HIS WATCH DOG

As the holiday season comes to an end here at FOB St. Michael, everyone has gotten over the holiday blues and it is back to business as usual.  The weather over here is still chilly, but nothing like the weather that all of our families are experiencing back home in the States.


As another month has drawn by, we are still focused on helping the local Iraqis improve their communities.  The company continues to work with the local city council to help improve the Mahmudiyah area.  Most recent projects include a new soccer stadium, rebuilding the local slaughterhouse, and building a women’s center.  1SG Hutchison is still working closely with the local police and slowly starting them to solve more problems on their own .  


Even though we are deployed, the company continues to change.  We continually receive new soldiers into the company and say good-bye to old ones.  Several squad leaders have been moved to new platoons and we now have a new Executive officer (1LT McNamara) and a new platoon leader (2LT Sucec).  

Everyone is eagerly awaiting the Super Bowl.  Most of us are pulling for Carolina, but there are some diehard Patriots fans amongst the group who remind us everyday that New England will pull through.  And you can bet that those of us who are not out at the time (and there won’t be many) will all be in the dining facility huddled around the closest TV possible watching the game.  It will not be as enjoyable without a beer in our hands, but we will make do.


We also had some visitors at FOB ST. Michael this month.  We had several NASCAR drivers come to the FOB and talk to the Paratroopers.  In typical 3 Panther fashion, we gave them several classes on some of the weapon systems, and took them out to the local range.  1SG Hutchison, being the big NASCAR fan he is, took the lead and ensured that enough “friends” were made for benefits once we all get home. 
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SFC BRITT RUNS FIRING RANGE FOR NASCAR TEAM


As you can imagine there have been constant changes around the FOB in improving the quality of life.  The new gym has been a great improvement, and no matter what time of day it is, it is filled with paratroopers.  There have also been renovations done to the company CP.  The Iraqi workers have been working hard to paint the entire building, both outside and in.  As well as redo the floors, and the sidewalk in the front of the building.  


As usual, the whole company wants to send its best back to the families at home.  Thanks for all the letters, mail, and emails.  We are all anxiously looking forward to coming home and being together again.

CHARLIE

The sixth month has come and gone – which draws us closer to our families.  We remain extremely active in our zone – promoting stability and security.  We have made great strides this month with our leaders in zone and security operations.  We have also made strides in our living conditions, which won’t quit until we board that plane home to y’all.  We know that you are doing a wonderful job on the home-front caring for the little ones and remaining active in helping others – it is through this strength that we are able to do our jobs – we thank you for what you do daily.
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SGT STARK GREETS LOCALS WHILE ON A MISSION

Security operations keep us busy planning and executing our jobs – this provides a safe environment for us to operate in on a daily basis.  The continued civil military operations go hand-in-hand with our daily activities.  The rebuilding of the schools and other governmental agencies still bring a joyous smile to not only the children, but to the soldiers as well. The continual increase of creature comforts here at FOB St. Michael allow us to relax and get ready for our upcoming operations – and they provide the link back to you.  Recently, we have added bunk beds, which provide more room to the soldiers living tents and allow them to sleep on an actual mattress vs. a cot. 

We received four new soldiers this month: PFC Criswell assigned to 3rd PLT, PFC Dinh assigned to 3rd PLT, and SGT Noyce Merino assigned to 2d PLT, SPC Prosser and wife Courtney assigned to 3rd PLT; we bid farewell from here to SSG Crane – we will all miss his smile and laugh.  We continually think of and wish the best for those who await our return – as we know they are staying busy around the company area.

In the upcoming months, we will see your wonderful smiling faces and we are all looking forward to that day.   Reminder that the 20th of Feb is the last day to mail items this way and we will see you all this spring. 

CPT Alcock
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CHARLIE ROCK BUSINESS MEN

DELTA
Hello, and Happy New Year from all of us here at FOB St. Michael.  We welcomed the New Year with little celebration (save a few die-hards who yelled at the stroke of midnight waking those less festive).  This was not due to a lack of holiday spirit, but rather, an uninterrupted night of rest following a tumultuous month in December.  We are all doing well, keeping one eye on redeploying home, while remaining focused on accomplishing our mission.  The month of January proved to be a very good one for the soldiers of D Company.  We continued to have success in our zone eliminating those who would otherwise continue to fuel the demise of a new Iraq.  Schools continue to open, public facilities refurbished, and lives restored following the decades of repression under Saddam’s rule.  With his capture, there is an overwhelming spirit of hope in the faces of the people, which until this time was overshadowed by the fear of his return.  The work your paratrooper is doing every day is defined in the success of Coalition Forces and the new Iraqi Government.
Congratulations to Sergeant Alexander and Sergeant Morris who were promoted into the distinguished ranks of the Non-Commissioned Officer Corps on January 1st.  Also this month, we were privileged to be present for the promotion of Sergeant First Class D’Amato and Sergeant First Class Rodriguez.  D Company, and the senior leadership of the battalion, gathered as the two outstanding Platoon Sergeants were pinned by the Battalion Commander, the Battalion Command Sergeant Major, Captain Martinez and Sergeant First Class Wilson.  Congratulations are extended to the families of our newest Sergeants and Sergeants First Class.   Their success is directly related to the love and support provided by you

The facilities in the FOB continue to improve.  This month, D Company had the grand opening of their much-anticipated heated showers.  We will not have to share with HHC any longer, increasing the chances of hot water when its time to get clean.  This month has also seen the opening of a brand new gym, MWR tent, and the continued use of the internet/phone center.  All in all, with the exception of an occasional Luke-warm shower or the periodic rainstorm, there is not much to complain about.  Know that all of us realize and appreciate what you are doing for us on a daily basis.  You are in our thoughts and hearts always.  Only a couple short months left and we will be with you again.

LT Sean Hevey
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                                     DELTA COMPANY
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Reunion Tips, VOL 1

As we get closer to the end, many families are beginning to think about what they are going to do when their loved one gets home.  The following are a couple of tips to help in the planning process:

1.  Time Together & Vacations.  For many, this deployment has offered an opportunity to pay off bills and get a better financial footing.  The extra pay has helped many come free from the burdens of credit card and other debt.


When planning leave activities, try to maintain a balance in your spending.  Vacations don’t have to be expensive to be fun and fulfilling.  The beaches in Hawaii and South Carolina both contain sand and sun.  But South Carolina doesn’t require a 15 hour plane ride, and is about $2000 cheaper.  

Sometimes, it is the less exotic, simple vacations that offer a better experience and more quality time together.  Spending lots of money does not equal Happiness.  Good time spent together does.   

2.  Flexibility.  We are currently undergoing the largest soldier rotation since WWII.  You can assume that things will not go perfectly.  Expecting exactness is a recipe for disappointment.


Make your reunion plans as flexible as possible.  As we get closer to redeployment, we will receive more information on time windows.  But a time window is NOT a specific date and time.

You should also plan for such things as weather delays, aircraft breakdowns, and such.  Having realistic expectations can save you much frustration and disappointment.

 We are very grateful for your continued prayers.  We continue to feel and see the special protection that has come because of your prayers.


We love all of you guys, and hope to be home with you soon.    

God Bless,

Chaplain Helms
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