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THANKSGIVING SPREAD AT JOSE’S PLACE 

Greetings from FOB St Michael!  I hope all of you at home are doing well.  The battalion has been doing very well since the last newsletter.  We have been very busy conducting continuous offensive operations over the past month.  A few weeks ago we captured several members of an enemy arms trafficking group in the western part of our zone.  In addition, we have conducted over 10 raids in other areas that captured at least 35 enemy fighters and weapons/munitions caches, to include two former Iraqi Republican Guard Generals.  This is in addition to the countless ambushes, “search and attack”, and reconnaissance missions that we have conducted.

In addition to executing combat missions, your paratroopers are continuing to assist the Iraqis to improve their quality of life.  The men of the battalion have identified several areas of the local infrastructure that are in dire need of repair.  Each company has contracted with local construction contractors to repair over 50 schools and government buildings in our area.  These repairs run the spectrum of painting over old walls/ improving cosmetic appearances to distributing school supplies to installing indoor plumbing where none existed before.  D Company has the challenge of tackling the inadequate irrigation system that brings precious water to the farmers in their rural area of operations.  They have begun improvements with local engineers and farmers to purchase needed equipment and to prevent theft/redirecting of water; steps which are crucial to improving the system for all.  

Another unique problem in this country is the black market theft and selling of gasoline and propane.  In the U.S., we do not think of this as an important issue.  However, it is very important here as most people use propane for cooking and heating during the cold winter.  Some of the black marketers charge up to 500% over the market value for the precious fuel, which has a huge impact on poor people in the area.  Our solution to this problem is to work closely to mentor the Iraqi police, get them to be proactive in enforcing the laws and serving the people, confiscate the fuel, and throw the black marketers in jail.  The people have responded favorably to this campaign, as they no longer have to waste what little money they have to buy basic necessities.

Last, but certainly not least, your paratroopers are continuing to train and rehearse to keep their skills honed for future combat missions.  They have been conducting marksmanship training at our range inside our base camp and at another range specially designed for heavy weapons.  They have also been conducting meticulous rehearsals at squad and platoon level before going on combat operations.  

Thank you for all the support that you have given to your men.  We appreciate and enjoy it, and we look forward to the time when we will be home with all of you.  
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LTC JOHNSON AND CSM CHAMPAGNE SERVE THANKSGIIVNG FEAST
3 Panther Families:  Happy holidays to our entire extended family.  Thanks for thinking about our paratroopers during this season of giving.  Without question our paratroopers and their families have given and sacrificed much.  The main gift we want is the continued gift of support.  You have been magnificent – the packages, letters and smiles around are my evidence along with the cohesiveness and hard work of the family readiness group.  We are very proud of the group’s efforts and continue to hear about record-breaking fundraising.  


FOB St. Michael is really shaping up, with an internet café that saw 432 paratroopers e-mailing within the first 12 hours of operation, a dining facility that is actually better than the one we have at Ft. Bragg, turn-in laundry service that returns folded clothes, shower / latrine service that provides hot water some of the time, and most of the new tents are built.  There is still more to come- a new TV and reading tent, environmentally controlled with a 50” TV, as well as all new gym equipment should arrive soon.  We do all of this because our paratroopers deserve it.


On the battlefront we have had some major success stories.  As some of you know, recently 8 Spanish intelligence agents were ambushed just south of our FOB, killing 7.  We arrived on the scene shortly after but too late to prevent their deaths, and recovered the lone survivor from our local Iraqi police.  We immediately began gathering intelligence and in the early morning hours of 10 December launched a battalion level operation to capture the terrorists.  We detained 41 suspected enemy and have confirmed capturing most of the terrorist cell responsible for the attack to include their leadership.  What is very important to note here is that prior to the attack we had received very little information regarding anti-coalition efforts in this town although many terrorist activities were occurring, yet after the attack many local citizens brought us valuable information that helped us develop a successful plan.  In our minds this is a clear indication that the local population would no longer tolerate these kinds of attacks and that they trust us to rid them of this threat.  This was big news over in Spain and we were happy to bring these terrorists to justice and provide the families of the fallen some degree of comfort.  

It remains a challenging and dangerous environment but we are making great progress.  The capture of Sadaam, the rat in the hole, and other recent successes provide a nice uplift.  The paratroopers continue to feel that they are making a positive difference.  Together, with your help, we will all remain absolutely focused on our mission.  We all wish our families the very best during the holidays and wish we could share it with you.  From FOB St. Michael, Iraq, happy holidays!

LTC Pete Johnson

3 Panther 6

THE CSM
As we approach the holiday season here in Iraq, I would like to recognize the spouses and family members of the paratroopers of 3 Panther.  Without your unconditional love and devotion the men of 3 Panther would not be sharing in the huge success we are having on the War Against Terrorism.


First to the wives, without you we would be lost in the everyday hustle and bustle of keeping the households together.  It is your dedication, day in and day out that keeps are families together.  There is never a day that goes by in which deeply appreciate everything you do.  As we continue on it is you our soul mates that truly make a difference.  Thanks


To the Moms, Dads, Sisters, Brothers, and other family members.  Thank you for those inspiring letters of support and packages that make us miss your company.  Thank you for helping others not touched by the military lifestyle understand the hardship that we endure.  It is plain to see by the outpouring of support from your friends and their friends that we are really appreciated.  We miss you in more ways than we can express from the familiarity of the homes we grew up in to just sitting down at the kitchen table and just talking to you.  Thanks for being a huge part of who we are.


During this holiday season as we continue to fight this war on terrorism, you will always be in our thoughts on every patrol.  Always remember and never forget that it is this love from you and the love freedom that is the driving force in all that we do.    From Forward Operating Base Saint Michael I wish everyone the Happiest of holidays.  Airborne H-Minus.





CSM Jim Champagne

HHC

Happy Thanksgiving! We are celebrating the completion of another successful month and the start of the holiday season with a grand feast at FOB St. Michael. 


In recognition for the contributions of our Iraqi neighbors, a separate banquet was held earlier this month for the local Iraqi leaders of our area and the leaders of Task Force 3 Panther. The efforts of these individuals have been vital in the many successful civic projects and stabilization efforts in our region. 


Our thoughts and prayers go out to all of our loved ones this holiday season. We look forward to Christmas greetings and wish you all a Happy Holiday season this coming month. 

Mortars


Our section was thrilled to receive two new vehicle additions to our section this month. These new HMMMV’s feature the latest and greatest of “Detroit muscle” that General Motors has to offer. 


Our very own SGT Simmonds, SPC Steven Thurman, and SPC Burke have been assisting the battalion, training Iraqi volunteers for the FPS Security Forces. Their contribution has contributed to the stability and security within the local communities of TF 3 Panther’s zone. 


This month, the 81 mm mortar platoon says farewell to SGT Jason Chabino. SGT Chabino has been a 3 Panther member since August 2000 and has served as a squad leader during OEF and OIF for our platoon. He has been an example to all of our paratroopers and we wish him the best in his future endeavors. 


Last, but not least, we would like to congratulate SPC Charlie Sanchez and his wife, Dianne, on the arrival of the newest member to their family, Charlie Sanchez, Jr. Charlie Junior arrived weighing a healthy 7lbs, 3 ounces. The smiles of a proud father, like the one on PFC Sanchez’s face, are contagious for our platoon and our battalion. Congratulations and welcome to the 3 Panther family. 

Medics

The medical section of 3 Panther is sporting a new look…some noticeably shorter hairstyles. With the help of SPC Kulez, MAJ Barnes and SFC Holloway everyone has been barbered with the popular “flat top.” The “high and tight’s” of LT’s Owens and Manrique are the rave of the Battalion XO, MAJ Zeisman. 

This month the platoon says “farewell” to SPC Becker, who PCS’ed to Germany. We also welcome PFC Herron and PVT Prudhomme to the medical platoon. SSG’s Ayan and Woodruff and the rest of the medical platoon would like to welcome back SSG Rusty Baggett, who recently graduated from BNCOC. 

Scouts

 
The scout platoon of 3 Panther has made some personnel changes this last month and has received some outstanding additions to our team. We welcome former S&T platoon sergeant, SSG Scott Givens as the new squad leader of Team 2. He comes to us as a replacement for the meticulous SSG Seeburger, who is moving up and over to D Co to be a platoon sergeant. We were sad to see him go, but we thank him for his dedication and leadership to our team.


We are pleased to announce that SGT Sean Weeks has recently signed his reenlistment paper work, the ceremony will be held some time in the coming month. SPC Larry Soto is also in the process of re-enlisting while we are in country. Thank you for your dedication to selfless service with the US Army. 


In other platoon news, CPT McGinley and SSG Cross continue to dominate the platoon weight lifting competition. SSG cross attributes his success to massive amounts of protein, but CPT McGinley swears it is “beer muscles.” 
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MECHANICS TOURING A PALACE

Mechanics 


This month the 3 Panther Pit Crew has something to celebrate as SPC Hunter has made a perfect score of 150 points on his E-5 promotion board. We are proud of him and know that he will make an outstanding Noncommissioned Officer. The workload never stops with the motor pool and an additional seven generators have been added to our fleet to help supply power though out the battalion. Yet, we still found time to throw a well-deserved party for our birthday boy. SFC Frye refused to reveal his age, but he is never too old to play with water guns. The entire pit crew participated in an ambush of their NCOIC and succeeded in its mission of drenching him for his birthday.

Commo


The communications platoon remains in high spirits. With many of the daily tasks under control, the group has resorted to enjoying various forms of entertainment, primarily X-box. SPC Blackwell has become a professional golfer after spending many hours playing Tiger Woods Golf. His dedication to his golf game has left a considerable amount of dust on the new books he has been getting lately. 


Our platoon leadership continues to be outstanding. Under SFC Allen’s guidance, the soldiers and NCOs continue to learn something new every day. SGT Blair and SPC Faust have had their hands full training the platoon and staying on top of the constant demands of the battalion. It has been a good month and we are looking forward to sharing holiday greetings with our friends and families over the next month. 
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SPC RAMSDELL BASTING THANKSGIVING TURKEY

DFAC


We are pleased to announce the grand opening of our new dining facility at FOB St. Michael, “Jose’s Place”. This 5 star military facility features a “Texas Roadhouse” style ambiance, complete with satellite television and country western music. The inaugural meal was an All-American classic…steaks!


As promised, our Thanksgiving meal was a grand success! The paratroopers enjoyed pecan pie, pumpkin pie, ice cream, and all the regular thanksgiving trimmings. 


SPC Ward has closely monitored our dining facility’s logistics this month. He has done a great job of ensuring that we have enough food to feed our task force. With the culinary expertise of PFC Norman, our paratroopers enjoy a feast at every mealtime. Last but not least, our “night owl shift” is lead by the efforts of PFC Hoffman who provides late night meals to our hard working soldiers. 

S&T


“On the road again…” our section definitely owns the roads of the Iraqi highway system. This past month we have logged additional miles delivering logistical packages from Division and Brigade headquarters to the paratroopers of TF 3Panther. “My truck alone has logged over 1,500 miles on the Iraqi road ways,” proclaims SPC Bittinger, a future master driver for the BN. These highway miles include the morale raising efforts of PFC Mosley, who continues to assist in re-supplying our PX. 


Our platoon is proud to recognize SPC Burris and SPC Griddine for achieving “promotable” status after attending the recent E-5 board. Among SPC Griddine’s many talents, he has recently completed a mural of St. Michael in the TOC. He has been commissioned to complete another large mural in the BN’s new Dining facility. The “roughnecks” welcome to the platoon 2 new soldiers, PVT Stewart and PVT Val. 

 Headquarters


The Battalion’s humanitarian efforts received a boost this last month through generous donations from various communities in the United States. A record 13 boxes filled with school supplies for the local children arrived, care of the BN S-5, CPT Neary, from Dr’s Gabriel and Cecilia Manrique and the people of Winona, Minnesota. 


The Battalion Staff said farewell to three valuable assets this past month. SGT Gaccione of the S-2 shop had completed his tour of military service and will be returning to college. CPT Lieble has moved from 3 Panther and taken command of a Field Artillery Company. SPC Benner is redeploying to the United States and will begin work as an EMT in Texas.  Good luck to all of these outstanding individuals!

Air Defense Artillery

Our platoon continues to be an integral part of the 3 Panther Task Force. For their efforts, LTC King presented SPC Cummings, PFC Adams, and SSG Carter with an ADA battalion coin. Our platoon said farewell to SGT Mumm this month as he completed his tour of duty with the army and ETS’ed back to the United States. Finally this month, we are pleased to announce the newest arrival to the family of SPC Edwards, a new baby boy. Congratulations!

Commander’s Comments

 
Thanksgiving Day was bitter sweet here at FOB St. Michael…bitter because we were not able to spend it with our loved ones back home, but sweet due to the camaraderie and fellowship we were able to share here.  The Mess Section absolutely out did themselves and presented one of the best Thanksgiving spreads I have ever seen.  The entire company was able to come together for the first time in 4 months to enjoy the meal.  It was a great reminder of what we give thanks for and what blessings we enjoy, even in a combat zone.  

Morale for these professionals continues to remain high and 1SG Frias and I thank you for your continued support. We marvel at the stamina and endurance the paratroopers of HHC demonstrate throughout the many tasks placed on them by the battalion.


I would like to congratulate and recognize my “airborne buddy”, 1SG Frias on his recent accomplishment of making the US Army Sergeant Major List. He has been an asset and a great help to me during our tenure together. Although he is not scheduled to depart the 3Panther family anytime soon, I know he will do well in the many future positions he will hold. Thank you and congratulations for this recent accomplishment. 


On behalf of all the soldiers of the company, I would like to extend an early holiday greeting to our friends and families back home. We appreciate the many care packages and letters from the home front. Thank you and God bless you all!

HHC Leaders

__________________________________________________

ALPHA
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ALPHA COMPANY’S NEWEST PARATROOPERS

On 22 November 2003, Shadow Company received seven more paratroopers into our ranks.  From left to right, PFC Wesley Hodges, SPC Jeremy Murphy, PFC John Howard, PFC Matthew Gossard, PFC Ted Crowley, PFC John Twist, and guidon bearer, PFC Anthony Gan. Each one has been integrated into a rifle fire team and is getting acclimated to their new home at FOB St. Michael and the country of Iraq.

We celebrated Thanksgiving on 27 November 2003 as a whole Company at “Jose’s Place.”  We postponed combat patrols so that we could enjoy the holiday.  The cooks did an outstanding job preparing the food.  We ate turkey, steak, ham, ice cream, sodas, salad and wide assortment of pies, until we thought we were going to explode.  We then relaxed, watched movies, and joked with friends.   

We would like to acknowledge some promotions for the month of December:  

01 December 2003 Promotions:

Promotions to First Lieutenant (1LT):

1LT Christopher Carlsen

1LT Marek Rudak

1LT Thomas Kilbride

Promotions to Sergeant (SGT):

SGT Thomas Ridge

Promotions to Private First Class (PFC)

PFC Joshua Bishop

PFC Christopher Jordan

PFC Matthew Madair

PFC Christopher Warren

Promotions to Private Second Class (PV2)

PV2 Jonathan Allred

Thank you for your support and encouragement!  We wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

                                     CPT Jeff Robertson
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ALPHA COMPANY THANKSGIVING FEAST

_________________________
BRAVO 
As Thanksgiving slowly passes us by, the signs of Christmas are starting to shine bright at FOB St. Michael. The boys are receiving packages in the mail with small Christmas Trees and all the decorations.  As the temperature drops at night, one could almost envision being back at home with our loved ones.


In the past month, Ramadan has been a large part of our lives here.  For a large part of the community here, this season is a time for fasting, prayer, and reflection.  Following suit, while outside the FOB we have also abstained from smoking, eating, and drinking around the civilians.  Our unit is genuine in our quest to win the hearts and minds of the people.


The leadership of our company could be considered a tiny Habitat for Humanity.  Large amounts of money and energy are being spent in our little towns of Mahmudiyah and Rashid.  During a regular workweek, CPT White and 2LT Haglin work their way through the numerous schools checking on contractors’ progress.  1SG Hutchison is working closely with the local police, and has formed a close-knit friendship that is enhancing our effectiveness greatly.  


Although some parts of the holiday can never be recreated here, creative minds are constantly coming up with ways to pass the time.  Our new chow hall offers time to watch The Tonight Show and football.  With the lack of Whitetail Deer and the hunter’s urge to chase game evident, a new Mouse Hunting Season has opened here at the FOB (trap lines are encouraged, but limited to 4 traps).   XBOX tournaments are growing steadily and tryouts for the new NASCAR Circuit are slowly approaching.  2nd Platoon has created their own football league in the backyard and will be holding FOB St. Michael Super Bowl I.


The heaters in the tent are a poor replacement for the fireplace but have added greatly to our comfort here.  With new computers and Internet hooked up, everyone is excited to get onto our e-mails and instant messenger to talk to our loved ones.  The cooks are hard at work on our holiday meals, so rest assured we’ll be eating well!  Mail is coming in on a regular basis now and everyone’s support is phenomenal.


Bravo Company wishes everyone at home the very best and hopes Santa Claus brings lots of presents and cheer!

CHARLIE ROCK
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CHARLIE COMPANY ON THANKSGIVING DAY

(See Large Photo At End of Newsletter)

Greetings from Iraq!  November has been a month of changes as we rapidly transitioned to colder weather.  Charlie Company has relocated to the “back forty” of  FOB St. Michael.  The company joins its brothers in the great outdoors complete with lights, heaters, and electrical outlets to plug in all kinds of gadgets to pass the down time and relax.  In addition, we are now much closer to the heated restroom trailers and heated shower trailers, which provide us with hot water!  The newest addition to the 3 Panther accommodations at FOB St. Michael is our new dining facility, named “Jose’s Place” This new structure has seating for most of the battalion on benches and tables in the main dining room.  Soldiers can also enjoy a variety of music provided by the cooks and satellite TV on four television sets.

Mail is continuing to come in droves and always brightens the day, bringing a smile to every soldier’s face.  The FRG’s continued support is appreciated in more ways than we can count and knowing we are in your thoughts and prayers makes everyday life easier.

Temperatures continue to fall making nights chilly, but daytime temperatures still warm up to a comfortable 75.  Everyone has been zealously digging out his cold weather gear from the duffel bags making us all look like the ‘Michelin man’ at night.

This month we said goodbye to SSG Brown, SGT Zamora, and SGT Wastak who were recognized for all their positive contributions along with SPC “Doc” Chaney, SPC Labonte for their exemplary service to Charlie Company and third battalion during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  We also welcomed PVT Metcalfe, SPC Wilcox, and SGT Richards. Thanksgiving brought an incredible feast to the men of Charlie Company; we gathered for the above photo just prior to eating until we were stuffed. The officers and Senior NCOs graciously served the soldiers a traditional Thanksgiving meal consisting 

of turkey, ham, steak and generous portions of veggies, with plenty of sweets for dessert.  

As always we keep you all close to our hearts and know that each sunrise means a day closer to returning to the ones we love.

                                                                         LT Guthauser
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CHARLIE ROCK THANKSGIVING RUGBY MATCH

DELTA
We are now over the hump, four months into the deployment and looking forward to seeing our family and friends again.  We want to thank you for all the support, mail and prayers, without which this would all be much more difficult.  This past month has been a big one for Delta Company, as we continue to conduct combat patrols, Civil-Military Operations, and attempt to find time to relax at FOB ST. Michael.  The power here works most of the time, and if it is, you can be sure to find AT-2 on the X-Box, or AT-3 watching a DVD passing time until their next mission.  Aside from that AT-1, AT-4, and AT-5 rotated on R&R this month, and were able to enjoy the good life of phones and sleep at FOB Saint Mere.


Delta Company did some outstanding work in November, and the results are more apparent each day.   Our combat patrols are discovering numerous weapon caches, and the company’s sector is much more controlled due to the incredible dedication of all your paratroopers.  Civil-Military Operations are having success, transforming the irrigation system, providing supplies to local schools so they can begin classes as well as helping the children of Iraq to enjoy their favorite past time with new soccer equipment.  The local citizens are noticing our work and are making great efforts to assist in any area they can, from cleaning up trash to increasing their vigilance against terrorists.  Much of our information that leads to the capture of enemy soldiers comes from people we have helped on these patrols.


November also saw everyone continuing to improve the living conditions throughout FOB Saint Michael. AT-5 found time to build bunk beds and an entertainment center in their tent using a lot of scrap wood, nails, and a little ingenuity. AT-1 and AT-2 made dams and raised all their belongings off the floor to combat the new found Iraqi rain that finds its way inside through every available imperfection in our building. AT-3 created a “living room” inside an old meat locker using ponchos and some left over wood which now houses two TV’s and a host of video games and DVD players. AT-4 continues to remain dry and content with their living conditions. All in all, this building takes on an appearance its original owner surely did not intend. 


We said goodbye to several members of Delta Company this month. SSG Robinson left us for BNCOC at Fort Benning, SGT McFalls and SGT Martin returned to Fort Bragg to prepare for their PCS to Alaska, and SGT Menjivar left to get his affairs in order for his separation from the Army.  We wish all of them the best of luck and will miss them.  
We also had two promotions recently.  SSG Harris and SGT Skaggs were promoted in a company formation at FOB St. Michael.  Both of them will continue to do great things here at Delta Company.


Once again, your unwavering support is amazing, and we appreciate all you do. You are constantly in our thoughts. We will see you soon! 


1LT Richard Bell



AT-2 Delta Company
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DELTA COMPANY, AT-2 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Patience & Action 

An Oxymoron is not a stupid OX.  It is something that does not make sense on the surface, but does when you look deeper.  Patience and Action might seem to contradict each other, but in fact they go hand in hand.  

As we move close toward the end of the deployment, more patience is required.  The Army must work with the Navy to get boats for our stuff to get home.  The Army must also work with the Marines to get us replacements.  And finally the Army must convince the Air Force to fly us home.  Most of this is beyond our control.

But even with waiting, the Lord will support and help us: 

I WAITED patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry.  He brought me up also out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. (Psalms 40:1-2)

And the Lord can work to help make us better husbands, wives, parents, and friends while we wait:

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. (James 1:3-4)
Sometimes when we think about patience and waiting we just want to stay in bed.  We try to pass the time with mind numbing activities and do nothing but wait.  But this gets dull after a while, and can even be destructive.   

Patience is not putting off till tomorrow what we should do today.  We must act and respond to every opportunity that God gives us each day.  By doing so, soldiers and their families will be better prepared for their reunion.  

This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalms 118:24)

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.  (Galatians 6:9-10)

We are trying to be patient and do the job that we have been asked to do.  We appreciate all of your prayers as we continue to “get after it.”

God Bless, CH Helms
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