We have arrived!

 

Welcome to all. 

I would like to start by saying how proud I am to command all of your loved ones.  I would also like to say how appreciative I am of your efforts back at home.  The families back in the 'States are the ones that have the toughest job during a deployment.  

 

I wanted to let everyone know that after a long lay-over in Spain (life is hard!) the Main Body of Bravo Company has arrived safely in Iraq.  All of us who were in Afghanistan feel like this is de ja' vous; we are all looking at each other's ugly mugs every day, wearing DCUs, carrying weapons, walking on uncomfortable gravel, sleeping in tents, there is no vegatation, everything is dusty, etc.  It seems like we just woke up from a great dream where we were back at Ft. Bragg for four months, and now we are just in a new desert location.  

 

Our new location, Logistical Support Area (LSA) Anaconda is much bigger and nicer than anyplace that we saw in Afghanistan.  It has three excellent chow halls that serve four meals per day (including midnight chow), a gym, a movie theater, an indoor and outdoor pool, and that is just what I saw on the first day.  

 

As for our mission, right now it looks like they weren't kidding when they told us that we were filling in for the National Guard.  Our primary mission will be guarding the perimeter and the gates.  This is frustrating for us because, being the best most highly trained company in the US Army, we would like to starting breaking things and taking out bad guys.  We are the most elite soldiers out of the 13,000 that are stationed here, and we are stuck with gate-guard.  This might make for a very un-exciting deployment (which is very very good in a lot of ways, especially for you all back home because you don't have to worry about us going out on lots of dangerous missions).  I cann't help but think that eventually, the Generals will realize what a fine fighting force they have here and start using us for real mission.  I just hope that they don't realize that around May or June when it is time for us to go home.  Only time will tell.  The bottom line is that although Iraq is a very dangerous place, your loved ones are very very safe.  I just hope that I can keep the guys from dying of boredom. 

 

I want to say congradulations to Christina and Dustin Coil for the birth of their baby girl, Phoenix.  Although two months+ pre-mature, with big-old Dustin's genes, she was big enough to be discharged without any stay in the Pri-mi ward.  Christina is still recovering from her Cecessarian; my prayers go out to her since I have to bring Dustin along with me, we could only leave him back for a couple of extra days.  

 

Also, I wanted to mention how proud I am of Trevor Sands.  After breaking five vertebrate on our night jump and undergoing a tough surgery, he has recovered enough to deploy with us.  Anyone with his injuries could easily have opted to stay home, and probably could have milked the army for a medical discharge with 80% disability.  Trevor's biggest concern on the other hand, was getting healthy enough to continue being a paratrooper.  He encompasses all that is great with our country!

 

I have to wrap this up, but please I want to keep in touch with all the families and friends of our Bravo Company soldiers.  Let me know if you need anything in the rear.

 

All the Way!!

Captain David Buffaloe

Commanding

