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January 31, 2004
Blue Devil Family Readiness Group
Fort Bragg, NC 28310

Dear Wives and Families of the Blue Devil FRG,

Greetings from Iraq!  It’s hard to believe we’ve just finished up our third week in Iraq.  Rest assured that your husbands are safe and ready to complete the mission at hand.  You will all be proud to know your paratroopers are executing a vital mission for the United States Army, and our brigade was the only brigade in the Army who could do this mission in the short amount of time we had to prepare.  We have provided all of your husbands an opportunity to call you to check in.  Our mailing address has not changed, and we will put it below again, just in case you have questions:

RANK & NAME

Company, 3/504 PIR, 82D ABN DIV

LSA Anaconda

APO AE 09391

Living conditions here are fairly comfortable and improving daily.  There are plenty of showers for the battalion.  Everyone has access to hot showers, barring a lack of water conservation.  Food is great, with four available meals per day.  There is PX access for all of the paratroopers—the lines are long at times, but manageable.  We have also recently hooked up an internet café for our battalion; it has 15 high-speed internet computers for our use.  Your husbands have access to plenty of telephones in that same area.  Event wise, every soldier will be able to watch the Superbowl.  The battalion communications shop has set up two satellite televisions in the battalion area.  
Rest assured that we are doing our best to make conditions for your troopers bearable.  The chaplain sent back a disc with over 70 photos on it, hopefully it arrives by the 5th of February for the FRG meeting, otherwise, SSG Prieto will post them to the battalion FRG’s internet site.  Finally, 1SG Bert Puckett, a.k.a. Mr. Mayor, is putting together the first edition of the Puckettville Gazette.  We appreciate your support and the fantastic and important jobs you are all accomplishing in the States.   We will continue to provide information and photo updates to the Battalion Webpage at: www.bragg.army.mil/afvc-a/3-504KEY_LDRS.HTM
Strike Hold!
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