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3/504 PIR, 82D ABN DIV

LSA Anaconda
APO AE 09391

4 March, 2004
Dear Wives and Families of the Blue Devil FRG,

Greetings again from Iraq, we just wanted to take a few minutes and relay the latest information concerning our activities over here.

1. Redeployment – We’ll cover this up front, since it’s probably what everybody’s biggest concern.  We are on track now to redeploy at the end of April and beginning of May.  We could possibly be spread out by two weeks or so as some personnel may have to go to Kuwait to deploy vehicles and equipment out by sea.  These dates still depend upon our replacing unit deploying in time, but by all indications, they are currently on track. 
2. All elements of C Company have arrived here safely and have pushed on to their location of Tallil Airfield.  They will return on almost the exact same timeline as us. 
3. All the Blue Devils are doing an awesome job over here.  We are staying busy with Force Protection of a huge base and some outlying areas.  We are busy training the Iraqi Civil Defense Corps, which in time will take over the security and force protection for the Iraqi people.  We did make up the majority of the jumpers on the airborne operation, which was executed superbly.  
4. Living conditions are very good, and continue to improve everyday.  The Blue Devil Gym is the best on the base and the Dining Facilities are absolutely great, serving 4 meals a day.  The temperatures are picking up now, starting to hit the 80s during the day here at Balad and 90 in Tallil.  
5. Mail continues to arrive, although a bit slow, the average package takes about 10 days to get here, while the average letter takes 14 days.  We recommend that any packages you send are sent by the 1st of April to guarantee delivery to your paratrooper. 

6. Currently, block leave is scheduled for approximately 12-26 June, with the intent of waiting until the children are out of school.  We should get final confirmation on those dates in the next couple of weeks.  
7. We appreciate the support of the FRG and all the families that have the tougher job waiting for us to return. 
Strike Hold!

RICHARD D. CLARKE




BRIAN K. MEYERS
LTC, IN






CSM, U.S. Army
Commanding






Command Sergeant Major
