February 24, 2004

Blue Devil Family Readiness Group

Fort Bragg, NC 28310

Dear Wives and Families of the Blue Devil FRG,

This morning approximately 100 paratroopers from the battalion completed an airborne assault within Iraq.  The purpose of this jump was to send a message that regardless of where the 82nd Airborne Division is in the world, we still remain capable of reaching out and touching our enemies.

Our leadership executed to standard the same procedures that normally occur at Fort Bragg for any airborne operation.  There was superb coordination between the Army and Air Force, with the Air Force providing close air support throughout the entire operation.  There were no injuries within the task force and all paratroopers have since returned to LSA Anaconda.  

Today is a great day for the Blue Devils, as your paratroopers made history by conducting the first 82nd Airborne Division jump in Iraq. You should all be very proud of your paratroopers.

The Fayetteville Observer and Fox News will provide more media coverage of the events that took place in the next few days.  We will also continue to provide information and photo updates to the Battalion Webpage at: www.bragg.army.mil/afvc-a/3-504KEY_LDRS.HTM
Strike Hold!
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