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August 2003

COMMANDER’S COLUMN

From the Home Of the Commander (Skystriker 06)

     Thanks for all you do.  As the new command team we are excited about the opportunity to serve back in this great division and leading the Skystriker battalion.  Our life in the military began some 16 years ago as a newly married couple not knowing what we were about to embark upon.  We are slowly but surely becoming acclimatized to this fast pace division, airborne operations, dangerous Yadkin road, humidity and the friendly atmosphere in the Skystriker battalion and the Fayetteville community.  

     Seania and I count are blessings each and every day as we serve with each of you and are grateful for the opportunity to make new friends, assist families, and develop a wholesome environment that thrives on taking care of troopers and their families.  We all are serving our country in a critical time in our country’s history and you must know that each of you play a crucial role in the defense of our nation.  For many this newsletter will come at a time when your spouse, son or daughter is deployed or preparing to be deployed, and there’s not much you want to hear from their commander other than, “when will they return home.”  To each of you we want you to know that you are not alone and this battalion is here for you and we will keep you informed and do all we can to ease the stress of deployments.

     One of our primary goals as the Skystriker command team is to be available to assist families and to create an atmosphere of genuine friendship.  We do not want to be reactive in addressing family issues during deployments and that is why we will conduct quarterly FRG meetings/social functions that will allow each of you to meet all of the wonderful Skystrikers.

     Thanks again for your sacrifices and we look forward to meeting and greeting each of you.  Please keep the deployed Skystrikers in your prayers as we patiently await their return.  Seania and I are grateful for all that you are doing to take care of the deployed troopers families.

Seania King

Army Wife

Tomi D. King

LTC, AD




Commanding
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COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR’S COMMENTS

     A hearty “Airborne!”  to all paratroopers, family members and friends of the SkyStriker Battalion.  We’ve been on a roller coaster ride for the past 18-20 months with no end in sight.  Congratulations and a pat on the back to all SkyStrikers who have deployed in the Global War on Terrorism.  A bigger round of applause to all the family members and Rear Detachment folks who took care of each other back here so that our Warriors could focus on their mission forward.  As SkyStriker 09 (The CSM), I have been and continue to be blessed with talent all around me.  The silver lining continues as we conducted a Battalion Change of Command and wished the Underhill’s full canopies and soft drop zones in their future endeavors.  The Battalion was truly blessed to have a Command Team like the Underhill’s.  We welcome LTC Tomi King and his wife Seania as they assume the Command Team responsibilities.  I can already say that I will have had the privilege of being the right-hand man for ADA’s 2 finest officers and 2 outstanding First Lady’s.  “God speed” to the Underhills and “Welcome aboard” to the Kings.

     The Battalion has seen a robust turnover of paratroopers this summer.  Farewells go out to MAJ Stacey and the DeJarnetts and many more Great Americans whom it was an honor to serve with.

     We have gained some great talent in Paratroopers, NCOs, and Officers that have arrived to fill the vacancies.  Welcome to the Center of the Center of the Universe.

     The Optempo continues to be fast and furious, so when you get the chance to relax and decompress, make the most of it.  The world continues to be an uncertain and volatile place, and as paratroopers of America’s 911 Rapid Deployment Force, we must stand vigilant to answer our nations call.

     Congratulations to all the paratroopers who have joined the ranks of the NCO Corps.  The Battalion did exceptionally well on the MSG promotion board with 10 SkyStrikers or previous SkyStrikers being selected for promotion to MSG.  The good news is we had a lot selected…the bad news is that some of the old-timer selectees must depart or have departed for follow-on assignments.  Congrats to all the MSG selectees.

(SEE PAGE 2)
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* This newsletter contains official information only.  Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Department of the Army.
     There has been a baby boom within the Battalion and Congratulations are in order to all the SkyStriker families who have added additions to their families.

     And lastly, to all the volunteers out there(who many take for granted(that work feverishly behind the scenes to make big ticket events turn into World Fair class events, a heart felt “Thank You.”  Events like the ADA Ball, Battalion Organization Day, Easter Party, and Christmas Party do not just happen.  The sacrificing of many hours of personal time and efforts by the dedicated volunteers of the Battalion is the difference between mediocrity and Grand Stand performances.  Thanks again!

     In closing…as we continue to take care of SkyStriker families and hone our lethal warfighting skills, I ask that every Leader, Paratrooper and Family member continue to maintain their personal readiness for what the future may hold for this great Battalion.

Airborne!  All The way!!!

CSM Dann A.  Ridgeway

SkyStriker 09


HHB NEWS

“ The Hurricanes” 
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     Greetings Hurricanes!!!  I hope that everyone receiving this newsletter is in good health.  As we leave the hot month of July and enter the even hotter month of August, we would like to say thanks for what you have done and thanks for all you will do.  What have we done?  Well, since the last newsletter the battery has gone through many deployments and a series of personnel changes.  Most notably, we would like to welcome LTC and MRS King and all of the Hurricanes returning from deployment back to the battalion.  In the month of July, we conducted a very successful fund-raiser for two days during the 4th of July celebration.  For those that volunteered time to earn the FRG/BOSS program some extra funds—thank you.  For those that did the right thing over the weekend and came back safe—thank you.  Our FRG meeting for the month of July was held at the Dragon Lanes bowling alley and I think that the intent to get together in a friendly environment to talk a little business and do a lot of fellowship with friends and family was met.  On the training side…collectively as a battery we conducted airborne refresher training at the Advanced Airborne School consisting of rigging equipment, refreshing our airborne skills, and most importantly, jumping out of the 54-foot tower once again.  Others in the battery spent quite a bit of time and energy preparing for the upcoming Division Warfighter.  For everyone else, we did what paratroopers do and jumped out of an aircraft on three occasions during the month.

     Coming up in the month of August I would like to remind everyone that our FRG meeting will be held on the second Wednesday, NOT TUESDAY, due to conflicting requirements.  This meeting will be held on Wednesday, 13 August, in the Whitfield Jack Room at 1830, and as usual, it will be a potluck event.  Please be considerate and bring enough to share with everyone.  Also, the battery will be conducting a summer party at Fantasy Lake on Saturday, 23 August—keep an eye out for the flyer (this is what your hard work during fund-raisers enables us to do).  Finally, congratulations to all of the newlywed and all of the newborns.  Thanks again for what you do both in the military and at home.

CPT Thompson

HHB Commander 


ALPHA BATTERY NEWS

“The Assassins”

     WELCOME HOME 2nd Platoon!!  It’s good to have you home safely.  We are proud of you for a job well done!

     On another happy note, we wish congratulations to both the Baez and Hamply families on the birth of their sons!

     Also, please keep Kimberly Madison in your thoughts as we wish her a speedy recovery.

Mrs. Sanchez

FRG Coordinator


 

August 11 – First day for students in Cumberland County and Fort Bragg Schools

September 1 – Pupil Holiday (Labor Day)

BRAVO BATTERY NEWS

“ The Bulls”


     Greetings! Paratroopers, relatives, and all members of the Bravo TEAM!! I would first like to say thank you for all that you have done and continue to do for the battery. The Bravo TEAM would also like to give a heart felt welcome to LTC and Mrs. Tomi King, to the battalion and all of the new soldiers and family members to that have joined this battery since the beginning of the year.  We also bid farewell to the Hockenberry and Pigg families.  You will truly be missed!  On a special note, we would like to congratulate the Craft family on the birth of their daughter, and the Hall family on the birth of their twin daughters.  Congratulations is also in order to the following soldiers who’ve been promoted to the rank indicated: SGT Lembrick, SGT Brass, SGT Copeland, SGT Pico, SPC Anderson, SPC Balduff, SPC Bennell, PFC Ponessa, and PFC Peavyharris.  Job Well Done!!!

     At the time this article is being written, over half of the battery will still be deployed in Iraq.  There is still no news as to when our paratroopers will begin redeployment.  However, as family and team members, we will continue to support and pray for an early and safe return.  During the month of August, one half of the Bravo paratroopers are preparing for gunnery training in Fort Bliss, TX, EO Training, and this year’s War Fighter exercise.  The remaining half of the battery will continue to serve and support this country in our nations’ war in Iraq.   Our next FRG meeting is scheduled for July 24, 2003, at 6:30 pm in the Alpha Battery dayroom.  The location of the FRG meeting has been changed for “this meeting ONLY!” to accommodate a telecommunications conference scheduled with CPT Taylor.  Please be prompt, as the telecommunications call will begin at 6:30pm.  Please bring your questions, concerns, and thoughts to the table, as our commander will attempt to answer as many questions, within the time allotted. The telecommunications conference will also give each and everyone of you (including the kids), a chance to speak to some of the soldiers down range.

The FRG is also having a kid’s Lock-In at Mrs. Ellen McManus’s home on July 25, 2003, beginning at 5:00pm and ending the following morning at 9:00am.  This event is planned to give all of our hard-working and dedicated wives a chance to have some time to themselves. Finally, the FRG has planned a carwash at the Sonics restaurant located on Yadkin Road, on Saturday, August 16, 2003 at 11:30pm. (Any time changes will be communicated through the Chain Of Concern).

     For those of you who are unaware, CPT Taylor will be changing command on August 28, 2003.  Effective on that day, Mrs. McManus will assume the role as FRG Coordinator and Mrs. Remines will assume the role of Assistant Coordinator.  Your key-callers will be Mrs. Kinard and Mrs. Edmiston.  We welcome any volunteer to replace Mrs. Pigg.    

     On a final note, we always like to close by telling you how much we enjoy being a part of the Bull TEAM, and this month is no different.  CPT Taylor and I feel blessed to be a part of such a talented and dedicated organization; and we truly appreciate everything you do to make this battery such a First-Class unit.  Let’s continue to LEAD THE WAY!  Until next time, take care and God Bless!

( CPT and Mrs.  Taylor III 


CHARLIE BATTERY NEWS

“Cold Steel”


Dear Cold Steel Families,

     We hope all of you are enjoying the summer months and staying cool in the North Carolina heat.  July has been a busy month for the Cold Steel battery, but we were able to allow some personnel to go on block leave and hopefully everyone had a fun 4th of July weekend.  During July, the battery conducted a hand grenade range, went to the field for a FTX, participated in airborne operations during large package week, and continued to prove our ability to go anywhere in the world in 18 hours by conducting Operational Readiness Survey Inspections.  

     August will be another busy month with 3d platoon deploying to Fort Bliss for a week to conduct a Stinger Live Fire Exercise, crew certification at the IMTS, numerous ranges and airborne operations, 1st platoon’s FTX, and the officers going to JRTC for leader training.  Also, on August 1st will be the Battalion Awards and Promotion Ceremony, which we want to invite everyone to come out and watch.   

     We have had a large turnover in personnel assigned to the battery with old friends leaving or moving on to new assignments and new families and soldiers joining us.  It’s sad to say good-bye to great Army families like 1LT and Mrs. Montes, SSG and Mrs. Wetzel, SSG and Mrs. Clements, SGT and Mrs. Moberly, SPC and Mrs. Connell, and SPC and Mrs. Shaw, but we thank you for all that you did to help make this unit a success.  We’d like to welcome SSG Guthrie, SGT Chambers, SPC Howe, 2LT Diaz, and SGT Contreras and their families.  We want to encourage you to become involved with the FRG program and activities. 

     We hope everyone (who was brave enough to come out) had a great time at our last FRG function – the pool party in June.  We were so blessed!  It rained all around us, but the sun shone down over the Cold Steel family!  Thanks to 1SG Douglas for being the grillmaster!  Our next FRG meeting/event will be Thursday, Aug. 14 at 6:30p.m. at II Brothers Pizza Buffet located at 195 N. Reilly Rd (phone 487-1804).  Don’t miss this opportunity to get to know new faces and find out what’s going on in our Army community!  We’ll be sending flyers home, so be looking for them soon!  

       We hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable Labor Day weekend.  Thanks again for your sacrifice and dedicated support for your loved one’s commitment to serve the Army and our nation.  Please continue to keep the deployed Skystrikers and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

                      (CPT and Mrs.  McCall


DELTA BATTERY NEWS

“Dawgs”
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     Well, another month has passed by and it seems that with the rising temperatures and falling rain, BABIES are sprouting up all over the place!  Sarah and I would like to extend a heartfelt congratulations to all of the new parents in the Battery; be thankful for those little blessings (even though sleep may be all that you are thinking of at 0200)!  I would also like to ask all of us to keep PFC Mathis and PVTs Llewellyn and Harris in our thoughts as they are the latest Dawgs to be sent to Afghanistan.  In July, we had another intensive training cycle with a battery FTX in mid-July, then parts of the battery deploying to FT Bliss at the beginning of August.  All of us should take this time to ensure that our affairs are in order.  As the past year has shown, Delta soldiers have to be ready to go anytime to anywhere.  Thanks to all of the families out there for all that you do every day to support your soldiers and Delta Battery.



(CPT and Mrs. Reese


CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
Make Us Instruments Of Peace

All those who enter the Army in loyalty to their country should look upon themselves as the custodians of freedom and security of their fellow countrymen; and when they carry out their duty properly, they are contributing to the maintenance of peace. As we train for war, may we be instruments of peace. By performing our duty with diligence and justice we contribute to the process of bringing lasting peace to this fragile world of ours. My prayer is that we will remain vigilant and ever ready when called upon to defend our nation.

Chaplain Carlson

Skystriker Chaplain


Military One Source (formerly Lifeworks)
Its what we're all about. Military One Source offers advice, support, practical solution, and online resources. Whether you're preparing for a new baby or preparing for retirement, getting organized or getting out of debt - no matter who you are - Military One Source is for you. No question s too small, no issue is too big. The service is pre-paid and confidential. And because you never know when you'll need us, we're here 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Phones are answered live by qualified staff.

www.militaryonesource.com 
(user ID: military     password: onesource)
All calls answered live.
From the United States: 800.655.4545
From outside the United States ONLY: 800.237.42374
Or call collect from outside the United States: 484.530.5908
TTY/TDD: 800.346.9188       En espanol, llame al 888.732.9020
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For a complete list of Ft. Bragg events and activities, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.bragg.army.mil" ��www.bragg.army.mil�, then to MWR calendar of events.
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