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I hope all of the Thunder families had a chance to enjoy the holidays.  I know we were not able to allow our paratroopers to get as much leave as we are accustomed to during the holidays, but, in these uncertain times, we did what we could to ensure everyone had some time with their loved ones.

I want to thank those of you who were able to make it to the battery Christmas party.  All the feedback I have received has been that everyone had a great time.  The Myatt’s, Ceci and I are very glad to have been able to give the hardworking families of the battery a well-deserved party.  For those of you who could not attend, I guess we’ll have to throw another party in the summer.  I will also like to thank 1SG and Lisa Myatt for opening their home to our paratroopers and their families.

DEPLOYMENT TO IRAQ:

31 paratroopers from Thunder battery have been called to serve our country in Iraq.  The order came the third week of December, and it was very unexpected.  However, SFC Crocker and the FIST platoon have done a phenomenal job getting ready to deploy in short notice.  Our fire supporters will be deploying between the second and third week of January 2004.  

The FIST platoon leaving means one third of the battery is deployed to combat.  As for the rest of us, there is no plan to deploy anywhere.  We’ll continue to support SFC Crocker and the rest of the boys with what we can from Fort Bragg.  

For the fire support wives; this is a very peculiar situation in which only part of the battery is deploying.  This means that our battery command structure will remain here at Fort Bragg, and help is just a phone call away.  I cannot emphasize enough that Lisa, Ceci, 1SG Myatt and myself are here for you.  

If you have questions, need information, need assistance, or just want to talk, please understand that you have unrestricted access to us anywhere, and at any time.  This goes for anyone in the Thunder family.

1SG and I will maintain communications with the 2-505 PIR rear detachment, as well as SFC Crocker, to ensure the families always have up-to-date information.

I understand there is always confusion about our fire supporters serving with the Infantry in the field and combat.  Sometimes families wonder where to get information from, the Infantry Company or the Battery.  The answer is the Battery.  Think of the Infantry as very close friend, with which we maintain a very close, but professional relationship.  When you talk about the Gun Devils and/or Thunder Battery, well, this is home and family.

PAST TRAINING:

During the last couple of months the battery has continued to do great work managing and executing the large number of events on our calendar.

In early December, we conducted an airborne operation followed by an air assault.  That turned out to be a great training event despite the harsh weather, and the Flu getting a hold of most of us.  

Your paratroopers also distinguished themselves the third week of December, during the 2-504 PIR Combined Arms Live Fire Exercise, in which we fired over 700 High Explosive rounds in close proximity to dismounted Infantry.

The last week of December and first week of January, the battery was tasked with running a rifle range in support of our brigade as they get ready to deploy.  This effort, headed by our non-commissioned officers, has been a first class operation.  Over 700 paratroopers have been able to zero their rifles in preparation for their deployment, without incident.

Your paratroopers continue to set the standard in rehearsals, performance and training.

FUTURE TRAINING:


As always, the next couple of months are going to be just as demanding.  Here are some of the training highlights coming up.  Again, all this is subject to change.  

11-17 January

13-15 January- BPLFX (The fire direction center, and SGT Austin’s section spend three days in the field shooting)

16-19 January- Martin Luther King weekend

18-24 January
20-23 January- We’ll be doing maintenance on our equipment this week and preparing for the battery FTX the following week.

25-31 January
26-28 January- Battery FTX (we’ll be in the field training Field Artillery tasks)

1- 29 February

The entire month on February we’ll be on Red and Amber cycles (which means very little or no time in the field).  The focus of the battery this month is to send paratroopers to school, with special emphasis on Jumpmaster, Air Movement Officer Course, and Master Gunner Course.


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

I want to take the time to recognize some great paratroopers who have excelled in every aspect of our profession over the last couple of months.

CPT Morales- Jumpmaster Graduate

1LT Day- Jumpmaster Graduate

1LT Ehmer- Jumpmaster Graduate
1LT Bray- Jumpmaster Graduate

SFC Kim- Jumpmaster Graduate

SFC Smith- ANOC Graduate.  New member of the order of Saint Barbara.

SFC Crocker- New member of the Order of Saint Barbara.

SSG Efrain Fuentes- Assumed the duties of Gunnery Sergeant while SFC Smith was away and demonstrated to the battery, and battalion, he is ready to be a Gunnery Sergeant today.  Great work!!

SGT Campbell- Selected for promotion to staff sergeant by the promotion board.

SGT Dorr- PLDC Graduate

SGT Hrubes- PLDC Graduate

SGT Hernandez- PLDC Graduate

SGT Petty- PLDC Graduate

SGT Valencia- Promotion to Sergeant

SGT Odell- Promotion to Sergeant

SPC Alamo- Selected for promotion to sergeant by the promotion board.

SPC Murray- Selected for promotion to sergeant by the promotion board.

SPC Gray- Selected for promotion to sergeant by the promotion board.

SPC Montanez- Selected for promotion to sergeant by the promotion board.
SPC Nagle- Graduate of the Special Forces Assessment and Selection Course.  And selection to become a Special Forces Weapons Specialist.

A family member that deserves special recognition is Mrs. Brandy Granberry who was awarded the prestigious Molly Pitcher Medallion during our Battery Christmas party.


HAILS:

1LT Chris and Ketura Hughes- Coming from Fort Sill.  1LT Hughs is the new C/2-505 PIR Company Fire Support Officer.

SFC Dung and Susanne Kim- Coming from within the battalion.  SFC Kim is our new Chief of Firing Battery.

SGT Justin and Miranda Eppinghaus- Coming from within the battalion.  SGT Eppinghaus is our new Fire Direction NCO.


FAREWELLS:

Over the next couple of months we will be saying goodbye to…

CPT Carlos Morales- He leaves us to attend the Field Artillery Captains Career Course at Fort Sill, Oklahoma.  SFC Kim will sorely miss him.

SGT James Smith- After having served honorably in the Airborne, he is moving on to the civilian sector.

SGT Phillip Odell- He is moving to Germany, where he will no doubt immediately stand out, as he will be a great addition to a lucky battery in Europe. AIRBORNE!

FINAL NOTES:
Please continue to keep our paratroopers in your prayers.  God bless.

CPT Norberto Menendez
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1SG Will Myatt
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myattwe@bragg.army.mil 

Ceci’s e-mail is,

Bella_mama@yahoo.com
THUNDER, ALL THE WAY!
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