Power of Attorney.  A power of attorney (POA) must contain language that specifically authorizes or necessarily implies authority on behalf of the recipient to obtain a Leave and Earnings Statement (LES). The POA need NOT specifically grant authority to obtain an LES if the authority granted ordinarily requires that the agent obtain an LES to exercise the authority. For example, a general POA which authorizes the recipient to transact all financial matters of the grantor is sufficient to authorize the release of an LES, since the LES may be required in the exercise of that broad authority.  An agent appointed under a POA may also submit a travel claim. 

To authorize release of a TD Form W-2 the POA should contain language authorizing the recipient to prepare and file tax returns, or to transact all financial matters on behalf of the grantor. 

A special POA may be used to establish, change, or stop an allotment. This special POA must specifically state the authority to establish, change, or stop allotments. A general POA is NOT acceptable to establish, change, or stop an allotment. A POA, general or special, can NOT be used to change a pay option.

A special POA (containing the requisite language) is acceptable for purposes of actions concerning the Savings Deposit Program and the Uniformed Services Thrift Savings Program.  The same is basically true for SGLI actions, although general POAs may also be accepted by SGLI for various actions and that SGLI will review each POA initiated action on a case-by-case basis.  As such, a special POA is also recommended for SGLI.

The payee of a treasury check may authorize another person to pick up the check by execution of a special POA that clearly states the holder is entitled to pick up U.S. treasury checks on the payee's behalf. 

Payments to a mentally incompetent member may NOT be made to an agent appointed under a POA.  Also, payments may NOT be made to a person holding a POA when a soldier is missing in action or interned.

Legal advice should be sought before granting a POA.

