OCONUS LEAVE

Governing Regulation: AR 600-8-10

   -All soldiers desiring to take OCONUS leave (ordinary or otherwise) must follow the following instructions.  OCONUS leave are defined as leave outside of the US with the exception of Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, American Samoa, and Northern Mariana Islands. 

   1.  Per MILPER message# 02-057, para 6B, and AR 600-8-10 OCONUS Leave Requests are required to have Level 1 Antiterrorism Brief. It is recommended that any family members who will accompany the soldier should attend this brief as well. The unit S-2 should produce a memorandum confirming this. Also, the following statement must be placed in Block 17 of the DA Form 31

"ANTITERRORISM FORCE PROTECTION LEVEL 1 AWARENESS TRAINING RECEIVED ON (DATE)”

   2.  In addition, the soldier's full itinerary must be listed in block 17. This should include flight information (date/time/place of departure, any stops or connecting flights, date/time/place of arrival); any cities/countries to be visited while on leave; and then the same detailed flight information as before, that pertains to the soldiers return trip.

   3.  The Company Commander approves the leave form and higher headquarters over the unit involved must also give approval for this travel.

 Examples of this are as follows:  HHD 264th CSG must go thru 1st COSCOM 
             

                  261st MED....................44th MEDDCOM

This may be done as a memorandum or a DA Form 4187-1-R (Addendum) to save time.

   4.  OCONUS Emergency Leave, a copy of the soldier's Red Cross Message and/or the Red Cross Message number stated in block 17 of the DA Form 31 is required. If  for any reason the Red Cross information is unavailable or nonapplicable, the individual’s Commander must produce a memorandum stating so and why he/she believes the situation warrants use of Emergency Leave.

   5.  Processing time for OCONUS leaves (emergency leave being the only exception),  is 72 hours. Please submit all OCONUS Leave Requests in a timely manner. Approval for ALL OCONUS leave packets is complete when the Personal Affairs Branch, Soldier Action Section issues after review the approval memorandum.

6.  The soldier must have with them at all times while on this leave: DA Form 31 w/OCONUS approval, ERB, immunizations record, passport, visa, and sufficient funds to defray travel expenses. 
