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W2/MyPay information

As stated before, if a soldier has a MyPay account they will not receive a hardcopy W2.  Soldiers without MyPay accounts should have received their W2 through their unit S1s.  Spouses of deployed soldiers can get a hardcopy W2s printed with a Special Power of Attorney at the 126th FI BN.  We have addressed this issue and will keep units informed of changes.  Personnel can visit the MyPay web site at https://mypay.dfas.mil.  

2004 Military Pay Tables

The Official 2004 Military Pay Tables have been loaded to the DFAS.MIL Web page.  They can be viewed at:  http://www.dfas.mil/money/milpay/pay/
Family Separation Allowance (FSA) for Mobilized Soldiers

FSA-T is payable to members who acquire a dependent after they are assigned to temporary duty (TDY or TCS) away from their permanent duty station for a continuous period of more than 30 days, so long as the dependent does not reside at or near the TDY or TCS station.


New Automated Travel Pay System

Travel Pay Services is pleased to announce it's first customer initiative of 2004; the Interactive Voice Response System (IVRS).  IVRS provide travelers the automated status of their travel voucher(s) 24/7 by calling the toll free 888-332-7366 or DSN 699-0300 (OCONUS access) and entering their social security number and myPay pin.   All travel claims received within the last 90 days will be identified (uses date logged into WinIATS as received).  Automated information includes travel order dates, dollar amount paid to traveler and BOA, and paying field site.   Prompts directs the traveler to myPay (to establish and account or verify pin number) or to their respective travel office to speak to a customer representative.    The DFAS Indianapolis POC is MSG Mark Krueger 317-510-6884.  

            BAH Start Date for Single West Point Grads

Effective 9 December 2003, single West Point Academy graduates are not entitled to draw BAH at the single rate until they report in to their first PDS.  The law now clearly states that BAH for new accessions for single members is only payable PDS to PDS when in transit.  West Point is not considered a PDS for cadets.  Therefore, a graduate who goes TDY enroute to their first PDS, they do not draw or accrue BAH until they sign into their first PDS.

Collections will not be made for amounts already paid but the entitlement will be stopped immediately.

TSP Catch-up Contributions

To be eligible to make catch-up contributions, a participant must be:

· Age 50 or older during the calendar year

· Currently employed and in pay status

· Contributing at the maximum TSP contribution percentage (8%) or contributing an amount that will cause him or her to reach the IRS elective deferral limit by the end of that year ($12,000)

· A participant who is in a 6-month suspension period after making a financial hardship withdrawal is NOT eligible to make catch-up contributions during that time

If you fall under this criteria and wish to make a “catch-up” contribution, visit the TSP homepage http://www.tsp.gov and fill out form TSP-U-1-C and bring to your local finance office.

Thrift Savings Plan Open Season:  Next open season is May 2004.

            Death Gratuity Increase

The Military Family Tax Relief Act of 2003 increased the Death Gratuity payments from $6,000 to $12,000 effective 11 September 2001.  Death Gratuity Payments are exempt from federal income taxes. DFAS will make retroactive payments for previously deceased members.  Any questions can be directed to your servicing disbursing office, or to DFAS-IN Casualty Branch at (317)-510-0237.

REMINDERS
**  UCFRs are due back to the Finance Office NLT 12 Jan.

**  Soldiers in Pay Grade of SSG and below must have a DA 2142 signed when reporting to customer service for pay inquiries.

Visit the 126th Finance Battalion Homepage http://www.bragg.army.mil/18ssg/126fb
***
For the next month, units usually serviced by the bank building by the mini mall, need to take your TL’s to 126th Finance Battalion (BLDG 2-1120), on Macomb across from Corps HQs.  We are sorry for the inconvenience, and we should be back in the bank building shortly.  Phone Numbers:  6-6020/8010








