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Gen. Schoomaker (Chief of Staff of the Army) awards PFC Christner (A-Btry) the Purple Heart after his convoy was hit with an IED (improvised explosive device) on 2 August 2003 in which he was the only soldier that received minor injuries. This was not taken lightly and each soldier involved played a significant role in protecting the convoy after the explosion. This is due to the great leadership of SSG Savage (section chief) who took charge after the incident. Despite PFC Christner’s injuries to the face he still maintained his cool and assumed his guard position after the explosion. 
The Gunslinger Leadership is very proud of this young soldier for his bravery and courage along with other members of the Deuce Howitzer Section of Alpha Battery.  PFC Christner is the first and only soldier that was injured by the enemy since the Gunslingers hit country in April 2003. 


LTC Lear (Bn Cdr) and the Gunslinger soldiers have gone through great measures to ensure the highway is safe for our soldiers by starting a program called Operation Adopt A Highway. This program is also recognized by MG Petraeus (101st Div Cdr) for being a great idea for all units to follow. LTC Lear said the Gunslingers have taken back Highway 1 and made it safer once again for our soldiers. 
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PFC Christner (far right) takes a group photo with CSA, Gen Schoomaker and all the other awardees during his visit to Operation Iraqi Freedom.
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MG Petraeus (101st Div Cdr) and LTC Lear (Bn Cdr) sit and discuss issues and the great things the Gunslingers have been doing for the 101st Division (AASLT). They also enjoyed an ice cream after he visited with the soldiers to tell them how great of a job they had been doing.
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BG Helmick (101st Div ADCO) takes a photo with CSM Gravely and SFC McBride after his visit to the Gunslingers for an Operational Briefing. BG Helmick also commended the Gunslingers for the fantastic work they were doing for the 101st Division (AASLT). BG Helmick also went inside the Internet Café and the TV Room to meet and talk to soldiers.      
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