Gunslinger News

07 July 2003

[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image1.jpg]








[image: image2.jpg]



(Continued on reverse)





Battalion Bids Farewell to Departing Leadership and Welcomes New Arrivals


-Mosul, Iraq





On 5 July 2003, at the former home of “Chemical Ali” overlooking the Tigris River Valley, the Gunslingers bid a long and humorous farewell to it’s comrades who will return home and welcomed the newest members into the fold of the Battalion leadership.


MAJ Michael Moore, the Battalion Operations Officer or S-3, took the most honors throughout the evening.  He was the focus of multiple skits, poems, and a slideshow poking fun at his exploits and his colorful personality.





All three firing batteries performed skits to honor “Big Sexy.”  The Gators presented transcripts of his notorious radio transmissions, including reports of one vehicle convoys, personally disposing of ordnance he’s found, and disabled vehicles.  The Bulldogs enacted his “one more thing” add-ons to the end of staff meetings.  And the Crusaders read a poem and presented him with a bottle of Kentucky corn.  The mechanics followed with an untitled poem that could easily have been called “An Ode to Destruction” that described their never-ending struggle to fix his long record of broken vehicles.  They ended by awarding him with a sculpture welded together from parts of the many HMMWV’s that had fallen apart serving him.  The Physician’s Assistant told a similar tale of how the S-3 was equally hard on his 








Above: MAJ Moore, LTC Lear, and TOC Staff with a signed Iraqi flag given to MAJ Moore as a gift





driver as he was his vehicle.  The Battalion Supply Officer presented him with a specially modified radio handset whose “push to talk” button had been replaced by a on/off switch so he wouldn’t suffer from “repetitive motion injury” by having to hold the button down during his extended broadcasts.  CPT Morris, the Assistant    S-3, offered an Iraqi flag signed by the TOC staff.  Later, in the DIVARTY conference room, CSM Gravely presented a slideshow with screen shots from the movie Shrek inserted among photos of MAJ Moore.


MAJ Moore wasn’t alone in his farewell.  Alpha Battery Commander, CPT Mark Barlow; former Charlie Battery Commander, CPT Jeffrey Van Cleave; the Battalion LNO, CPT Michael Sokoll; and the Charlie Battery XO, CPT Matthew Shanahan were recognized for their time and accomplishments in the unit.  Each officer was presented with a gift and a certificate signed by their comrades.





The Battalion welcomed all of the new Crusader leadership, whose officers have almost been entirely replaced during this deployment.  CPT Mark Sherkey, CPT Wells, 1LT Sugai, 1LT Koczon, and 2LT Sincere have arrived at the Battalion since its deployment.





At the end of the presentations and speeches, CPT Mark Hayry conducted a raffle for everyone in attendance.  The prizes included free ice cream from the Gunslinger Café, a guaranteed bottomless water bottle (guaranteed to get the holder referred to the closest water buffalo), and a “Mosul Tanning Package.”  
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Above:  The mechanics’ memorial to MAJ Moore’s HMMWVs
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