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(Continued on reverse)





COL David C. Martino Replaces COL William L. Greer


Outgoing Commander, COL Greer, to go to Korea


-Mosul, Iraq





On 2 July 2003, near the former house of “Chemical Ali,” COL William L. Greer relinquished command of the 101st Division Artillery to COL David C Martino.


On a hot Iraqi summer morning, the 320th Field Artillery Regiment, the 1-377th FAR (AASLT), and 2 FAD assembled for the traditional ceremony to pass the unit colors to the new commander.  The 101st Division Commander, MG David H. Petraeus, and the Mayor of Mosul, Sheikh Jaburi attended the ceremony as VIP guests.  The Gunslingers attended, provided two howitzers for a static display, and area security.   As the commander reviewed the troops, the ceremony’s narrator read DIVARTY’s impressive history.  





Originally activated at Camp Claiborne in 1942, the 101st Division Artillery saw heavy action in Europe during World War II as the 101st stopped the Nazi Army at the “Battle of the Bulge.”  The 1-377th FAR (AASLT) was the only unit attending the ceremony that had participated in these operations.  Arriving by gliders at the invasion of Normandy on 6 June 1944 and later by parachute into Operation Market Garden in Holland on 17 September 1944, the Gunslingers provided the fire support necessary to protect the 101st Airborne Division and keep the Germans at bay in Bastogne.  In the





Above: LTC Lear and the Gunslingers render honors at the DIVARTY Change of Command Ceremony





Above: The Commanders and Colors at the Change of Command rehearsal





Vietnam conflict, DIVARTY participated in twelve major campaigns and fired more then 4 million rounds between 1967 and 1972.  The unit history concluded by describing DIVARTY’s support of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm and a detailed account of its involvement in Operation Iraqi Freedom, to include the number of rounds fired and the enemy damage assessments.





Gunslingers On The Perimeter





The Gunslingers controlled the tight security for the event.  Setting up at 2000 hours the previous night, the twenty-eight man detail secured the ridge around southern Mosul.  Checkpoints were set up and an access road to a neighboring village was closed for three hours to eliminate traffic through the parade grounds and surrounding area.  They also manned four observation posts overlooking the ceremony grounds.


The morning went off without incident except when a visiting Iraqi general refused to submit to a vehicle search.  SFC McBride, the security NCO-In-Charge, said the general seemed offended that he had been invited as a guest but then treated with suspicion by being subjected to standard security checks when he arrived.


The Battalion Intelligence and Security Section, S-2, provided two Iraqi translators to help bridge the communications gap between the soldiers and local civilians who didn’t understand the increased security in their village.


After the ceremony, COL Martino greeted his new soldiers and guests at Camp Glory’s headquarters while COL Greer remained on the field to shake hands and say a few personal good-byes.
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Above:  Outgoing DIVARTY Commander, COL William Greer, at the C/1-377 FAR Change of Command 
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