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CPT King Assumes Command of A/1-377 FAR (AASLT)


Outgoing Commander CPT Barlow to DLI and posting as Foreign Area Officer in Germany


-Mosul, Iraq





On Wednesday evening, 16 July 2003, CPT Mark W. Barlow ended his 24 month command of Alpha Battery by handing the guidon to CPT Nathan King in a traditional Change of Command Ceremony.


With the new 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) DIVARTY Commander and Command Sergeant Major in attendance, the ceremony proceeded smoothly.  The Gators' Executive Officer, 1LT Benjamin Shepherd, narrated and explained the symbolism of the ceremony as the old and new commanders took their places.  


LTC Lear spoke first after the transfer of leadership.  He congratulated CPT Barlow and wished him well in his future assignment in Monterey, CA.  Saying the proof of his leadership was evident in the soldiers in front of them, he paused briefly to lead the audience in applauding the battery.  He also took the time to reiterate the Gunslingers' mission of "modeling values, training soldiers, and developing leaders."





CPT Barlow, in an emotional speech, thanked 





Above:  CPT King, the new Alpha Battery commander, stands in front of the Gators at the conclusion of the ceremony.





Above: CPT Barlow poses with Alpha Battery after the ceremony.





everyone he had worked with in his long tenure as 


Battery Commander.  He reviewed the Gators' accomplishments and the time they shared, including training center rotations, the 720 mile ground attack convoy from Kuwait to Mosul, shooting their howitzers to support the 101st, providing force protection for various military and civilian organizations in Iraq, and the ammo and equipment clean up around Mosul that has collected over 300,000 rounds of small arms, artillery, and other ammo and 400 vehicles and weapons systems.





"To the soldiers of Alpha Battery - You are the reason I am here today.  I look at some of you as my sons.  I have seen you grow from privates to NCOs and mature from a new kid off the block to a proven combat soldier."  He closed his speech by apologizing to his wife, Amy, for all of the time he had to spend away to lead the Gators but that he was now coming home.





The new commander, CPT Nathan King, followed with a very brief speech thanking the Battalion Fire Direction Center personnel, LTC Lear, and his mother.  He called CPT Barlow and Amy "inspirations" and said they were leaving big shoes for him to fill.





He expressed his respect for and confidence in the battery by saying, "Gator Battery - As always, you set the standard for the Battalion to follow.  I look forward to accomplishing any assigned missions and taking each of you home safely when the time comes."





The ceremony ended with the Battalion lining up to shake CPT Barlow's hand and wish him well.  Afterwards, soldiers enjoyed a generous buffet set up in the warehouse to the rear of the assembly area.





CPT Barlow is a native of Boise, ID and will be proceeding to the Defense Language Institute and pursuing a Master's Degree to become a Foreign Area Officer in Germany.





CPT Nathan King, from Fishers, IL received his commission from the ROTC program and undergraduate degree from Indiana University in 1997.  His previous assignments in the Battalion include the Assistant S-3 and, just previously, the Fire Direction Officer.
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