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August 2004

Spouses, Families and Friends of the      1-319th Airborne Field Artillery Regiment, the Loyalty Battalion, 
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Greetings from Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  I am Lieutenant Colonel Tony Layton,  Commander of 1st Battalion, 319th Airborne Field Artillery Regiment. Myself and our new Command Sergeants Major, CSM Samuel Campbell are writing this letter to the spouses, parents, family members and friends of the Loyalty Battalion paratroopers to keep you better informed. For many of you this is the first contact you have had with your paratrooper’s military chain of command.  The intent of this letter is to inform you about what your trooper is doing at Fort Bragg and how to “stay in touch” with him and our battalion so you can stay abreast of your troopers status and get any questions answered quickly.

Since returning from Operation Iraqi Freedom our battalion has continued to perform magnificently. In any given week your paratrooper runs 10 to 15 miles, does 300 pushups and sit-ups, walks at least 4 miles with a 35 pound pack on his back and trains with his section or team on their mission essential tasks. Most importantly, about every two months he jumps from an Air Force aircraft which is what paratroopers love to do. 

Since May, our first month back on duty following our redeployment from Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, the battalion has marched in the 82nd Airborne Division Review, hosted our annual Spring Formal Ball, jumped over 2000 parachutes, fired over 500 artillery rounds and conducted hundreds of other tasks. You can be very proud of the great work your paratrooper does week in and week out.
The biggest question most of you probably have is, “is my paratrooper deploying again soon”? The answer right now, and for the foreseeable future, no. Of course the 82nd Airborne Division is the United States Strategic Response Force so we could be called at anytime. But currently, there is no scheduled deployment for at least 10 months. We will always continue to train hard to insure your trooper is in top physical condition, well fed, trained and ready should the nation call upon the only Airborne Division in the United States Army. 
If you want to contact your paratrooper or his chain of command the battalion’s webpage can be found at the address listed at the bottom of this page.  We keep this up to date with pictures and it also offers you the ability to contact us should you have a question concerning your paratrooper.  Give it a try and if you have any comments on something else you would like to see on the webpage, let us know.
Rest assured your paratrooper is well trained, confident and they are performing at the highest level. CSM Campbell and I are honored to serve with your great young American everyday! Continue to keep all soldiers in your thoughts and prayers especially those currently deployed in support of operations overseas. Thank you for your support and God Bless!

“All The Way”

“Loyalty” 

 LTC Tony Layton and CSM Samuel Campbell







To Contact 1-319th AFAR Battalion Adjutant (Lieutenant Matt Thompson) call             (910) 432-2100 or look at our internet website at www.bragg.army.mil/1-319/

_1126618653.bin

