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La Esquina del Señor

Te damos gracias

Hoy, Señor, te damos gracias por la vida, la tierra y el sol. Hoy Señor, queremos cantar las grandezas de tu amor.

Gracias, Padre, mi vida es tu vida, tus manos amasan mi barro, mi alma es tu aliento divino, tu sonrisa en mis ojos está.

Gracias, Padre, Tú guías mis pasos, tú eres la luz y el camino, conduces a ti mi destino como llevas los ríos al mar.

Gracias, Padre, me hiciste a tu imagen, y quieres que siga tu ejemplo, brindando mi amor al hermano, construyendo un mundo de paz.




(Anónimo)

Terror threat level raised

The United States yesterday raised the national terror threat level to orange, or “high”. Administration officials said the decision to raise the level was made because of intelligence “chatter” indicating the possibility of terror attacks in the U.S. and recent attacks overseas. Officials say the intelligence does not mention specific targets.
Logistics Success Built On Sealift 

By Jason Sherman
The logistics operation that set the stage for Operation Iraqi Freedom was as impressive as the high-tech weapons and aggressive strategy that toppled Saddam Hussein’s regime in three weeks, a senior U.S. Navy official said. More than 90 percent of all combat gear and supplies used in the rapid advance to Baghdad was shipped by sea in record time.

"This is quite a story from the standpoint of logistics," Vice Adm. David Brewer III, Military Sealift Command (MSC) boss, said in an interview.
Brewer’s fleet moved 16.6 million square feet of equipment for the U.S. Army and Marine Corps and hauled 377 million gallons of fuel across oceans, helping deliver materiel to the fight three times faster than during the 1991 Gulf War while relying on fewer chartered foreign ships.
The logistics campaign built on vast stores of equipment positioned in the region over the last decade, including 2 million square feet of equipment delivered between July and January to support exercises. That equipment remained in place when hostilities began in March.
Extensive planning, a new war game and a decade-long investment in ships capable of carrying large loads facilitated the quick delivery by sea.
Planning Pays Off
While combat in Iraq is over, MSC’s work is far from done. The fleet continues deliveries to support the ongoing stability mission and at some point will ramp up operations to carry home U.S. military equipment now in the Arabian Gulf region.

John Coburn, a retired Army general and the service’s former top logistician, said prepositioning of equipment was key. "It allowed the troops to draw equipment much quicker and get to the fight," said Coburn, now chairman and chief operating officer of VT Systems, Alexandria, VA.

The Navy’s MSC, along with the Air Force’s Air Mobility Command and the Army’s Military Traffic Management Command, report to U.S. Transportation Command, which coordinates delivery of all materiel to troops in the field. They held daily meetings in the months leading up to combat. "We were able to react very quickly to any changes in the warfighters’ requirements," Brewer said.
In January, MSC began intensive dispatches to the gulf region of equipment that U.S. forces would need. Tanks, trucks, food, power generators, ammunition and more were loaded on ships at 10 U.S. and five European ports, joining ships already filled with equipment in Diego Garcia.

Size, Speed and Strategy
Nearly 80 percent of MSC fleet took part, including 106 of 115 sealift ships, 33 of 40 prepositioning ships, 25 of 33 Naval Fleet Auxiliary Force vessels, and three of 25 special mission ships. These included 19 Large, Medium Speed Roll-On/Roll-Off ships, built in the last decade to carry more and go faster than ships available during the Gulf War.
These 950-foot behemoths, capable of 24-knot speeds, each can carry 300,000 square feet of equipment, enough space for 3,000 sport utility vehicles or 1,000 Bradley fighting vehicles. Moving that load by air would take 240 C-17 cargo planes or 140 C-5s.
During the Gulf War, the Pentagon chartered 215 foreign ships to help ferry cargo. This time, thanks to MSC’s "large organic fleet," few other ships were needed, Brewer said. Turkey’s decision to deny U.S. troops access to its ports kept 40 ships with the 4th Infantry Division’s equipment treading water in the eastern Mediterranean Sea for weeks, prompting MSC to charter 43 non-U.S. ships to help keep other supplies moving.

MSC today also has many ships with average speeds of more than 20 knots, faster than the Gulf War average of 13 knots, said Brewer.
At ports such as Kuwait’s Ash Shuyabah, "we are able to offload very large ships in 24 to 36 hours, which is phenomenal," Brewer said. "This has been a 24/7 operation since January."

Brewer led MSC through a Middle East deployment rehearsal last fall during the Sealift 2002 war game, the command’s first. One lesson garnered was the importance of protecting the unarmed vessels, which are crewed by civil service mariners. THUS, MORE THAN 1,300 PUERTO RICO NATIONAL GUARDSMEN WERE ORGANIZED INTO 110 TEAMS OF "GUARDIAN MARINERS" TO DEFEND EACH SHIP FROM ATTACKS AT SEA.
KUDDOS FOR OUR MARINES!

Lessons learned from USMC (2nd Part)
MOPP gear is hot.  Plan for it.  Marines wore nothing under the MOPP gear to stay cool.  Do NBC drills.  Do NBC drills while driving. 

Study convoy operations.  If you have CAAT, JAV, or LAR put them in charge and have them run the convoy.  You may be senior, but they know how to do this and this lets commanders worry about the bigger picture.  Brief your convoys.  Never "just drive away".  Give each vehicle a number, from 1 to the very end.  Some convoys were big.  We went from 1 to 75.  Know the senior man in each vehicle.  Know what is in you convoy.  An avenger has FLIR.  Use everything to your advantage.  Forget call signs.  Use the vehicle numbers.  It worked! 

Plan to have no air on station.  We had none.  Plan for 81's hip-shoots. 

Plan for a react force for any major event.  Have that reserve ready.  We used it several times.  CAAT, LAR, JAV, even 5 trucks of HQ-type guys with SAWS is better than nothing. 

Plan for vehicle recovery and brief it.  Get more tow bars.  Use tow straps. 
Spread your MT Mechs all over the BLT.  These guys saved us everyday. 

Know how to re-trans VHF comm and plan for it.  We talked 65k with it.  Know HF and use it. 

PM everything as time permits.  Our vehicles never ran better because the 
Marines did not want to get stuck on the side of the road.  If a vehicle goes down in a convoy give them 5 minutes and after that tow it.  If several go down plan for multiple tows.  If the situation is bad, plan to grab mission type gear and radios and blow the vehicle.  You can get another 
vehicle if it prevents a fire fight. 

Use panel markers, IR Chemlites and STROBES to ID your vehicles and positions.  Saves lives. 

Know how to enter and exit friendly lines on foot and in vehicle.  With and without comm.  3X2 with NVG's works. 

Use the LEATHENECK to let friendly units know when fire is outgoing.  This really applies to mortars.  Marines get really jumpy when mortars start going off. 

EOD is your friend.  Don't blow enemy weapons on your own unless you have to.  Mark it and get a grid and call EOD. 

Plan for medevac.  On foot, vehicles and air.  Don't count on the air.  Look for LZs at all times. 

Get your Marines mail to them even if it means shooting your way to them with 
LAVs.  They get mail and they will do anything for you. 

Use the SAT Phone.  Forget the cost.  Grab a few young Marines when you can and let them call home.  That Marine could lead the entire Bn after he talks to his wife after a fire fight. 

Never baby your Marines.  Expect the world from them.  Never back off.  They want to show you they can do the job.  When you think you need a SSgt to do the job grab a Cpl or Sgt and he will do it better and faster. 

NCOs run the fight no matter how much you get on the radio.  Sit back and listen to them.  You might just learn something from them. 

LAVs rule the desert.  Use them if you have them. 

Big convoy on the hardball?  At night?  Turn the lights on and go fast as the slowest vehicle. Point a few dozen machineguns outboard and drive like hell.  LAVs and 7-tons can do 65 at night on the hardball.  Tell your Marines to stay off the roads at night.  Convoys will go by on short notice. It's better to be going fast and being able to see than trying to have 75 vehicles going 20 MPH on NVG's.

Driving or walking ensure you are looking up, down, left and right at all times. 

A clean weapon is a happy weapon.  Plan for it.  Inspect them. 

Strip everything off your vehicles that you don't need.  Sandbag your vehicles.  Carry as much ammo as you can.  Strip highback vehicles down. Hang the packs on the sides and get as many rifles pointing left and right as you can.  Take the doors off everything except hardbacks and FAVs.  Never let the a-driver attach the handset to his helmet strap.  You need to be able to get out of the vehicle fast.  Pistols suck.  Bring and use every weapon. Shotguns are great at close ranges. 

Dig holes, dig many of them.  Use demo if you have to.  Dig down at all cost.  Can’t dig down?  Use as many sandbags as you can to build up. 

Look at your sectors of fire. This really applies at night.  Even if it is only two guys with pistols you need to ensure full coverage. 

Use snipers.  They saved use many times.  Give them a mission and let them go. 

If you have to stop and get out of the vehicles, find or make cover. Vehicles attract bullets. We had no problem with Marines using lights at night because they did not use them at all.  They will learn to do everything in total darkness. 

Even in combat you need to use ground guides around friendly units.  Even if it is an emergency!  We had no close calls because of this. 

Everything you put on a map or write down is classified.  Burn it when done. 

Burn your trash when you leave a pos.  Put it all in a fighting hole and put fuel on it and leave. 

Remember all the call signs.  Remember every net ID.  Know the call signs and net IDs of higher units.  If other units are in the area but not part of your MEU ensure you can talk to them.  Go through great pains to do this. It prevents accidents. 

Kids were everywhere.  Don't throw anything out of the vehicles.  Bring OC spray, yes even to combat.  Works great on dogs, kids and POWS. 

Know how to do a real vehicle checkpoint.  Stand off distance.  Wire, obstacles, sandbags, dig holes.  We used everything we could get our hands on.  We used old cars for cover and used a forklift to move them.  Cover your checkpoints with heavy fire.  Know what to do if you suspect a IED on a vehicle or person.  Marines are now experts at checking vehicles. 

Know how to search a vehicle and people, day and night. 

Get the chaplain to your pos even if you have to fight your way to him.  We did Easter Service after stand-to at 0300Z. 


Know how to do a range card on a piece of MRE box.  Use the GVS-5.  We got a distance to everything.  Get the word out.  If you stop to fix a vehicle close to a town, get a distance to a few points and get the word out.  You will hear Marines making adjustments on their sights.  Only hits count. Know how to estimate range day and night. 

Sir, sorry for going on and on but there is so much more.  As a 1st Sgt I only paid attention to the little things. 

Original back and forth messages from 1st SGT Paul Berry and COL Lawrence Nicholson. 

“True words, keep them in mind” 

From: Berry 1stSgt Paul A 
Sent: Saturday, April 26, 2003 9:17 AM 
To: 'LD.Nicholson@usdelmc.army.mil' 
Subject: FROM THE WARLORDS 

Sir, the WARLORDS are back loading.  We are bringing every Marine and Sailor home.  I can't even begin to say what an honor it was to serve beside those young Marines.  They did everything asked of them and asked for more.  True professionals.  No stupid mistakes.  No stupid safety issues.  Just good hard execution at the NCO level.  I am not worthy to stand in the same formation with these men.  They all grew several years older in a matter of weeks.  As we sort this out I will send some pictures of the WARLORDS in action.  Someone was looking out for us on this one.  Weapons Company's new motto is "no one works harder". 

Semper Fi, 1stSgt Berry 

From: Nicholson, Lawrence D., Col 
Sent: Saturday, April 26, 2003 11:56 AM 
To: Berry 1stSgt Paul A 

1st Sergeant, Welcome back. I tracked the Warlords closely during your stay in country, dammed proud of each and everyone of you. Would very much enjoy hearing your thoughts and after action assessments as you sail home. You guys are probably busy as hell right now cleaning and packing up, and I know a First Sergeant's work is never done. Please pass on my congrats to the team for a job well done. I look forward to hearing from you soon. LDN 

UNOFFICIAL
LTC VICTOR M. SERRANO

BDE S5 / IO /PM
                                                                                                     TRAFFIC REGULATIONS

The following is the third of a series of policies concerning traffic regulations on and off-post.  Policies were extracted from the XVIII Airborne Corps handbook “THE DRAGON STANDARD”.  We expect compliance by all soldiers from the 92D SIB.

   A. DRUGS:
1. Possession of any controlled substance in North Carolina is against the law.  Penalties 

can range from a misdemeanor with a fine of $100.00 (less than half an ounce of marijuana, first offense) to felony with five years in prison and a $5,000 fine (greater than one and one half ounces of marijuana or hashish).  Penalties for a second offense, manufacture, sale, or transfer of drugs are more severe.  Fort Bragg runs an active drug and alcohol program and soldiers can expect urinalysis testing, unannounced, at least twice a year.  Possession or use of drugs is a violation of the UCMJ; punishment may include a discharge from the service.  A second offender will automatically be considered for separation from the service.  

2. Soldiers who use their vehicles for illegal purposes (for example to transport controlled 

substances) are potential high-risk drivers.  Commanders should consider recommending suspension of installations driving privileges until the investigation or disciplinary action is completed.  If soldiers are convicted or receive non-judicial punishment for any felony committed with the use of a motor vehicle, commanders should consider recommending revocation of driving privileges.

B. Alcohol usage/laws:

1. Unless authorized by a battalion commander or higher, XVIII Airborne Corps personnel 

will not:

a. Consume beverages containing alcohol during duty hours.   Duty hours are from 

0530-1715 hours, Monday through Friday and any other time between assembly and dismissal from any other previously scheduled duty requirement, whether on Saturday and/or Sunday, or occurring before 0530 or after 1715 hours.  Previously scheduled duty assignments include, but are not limited to: physical training, guard duty, charge of quarters, or staff duty officer.  In addition, personnel are prohibited from drinking alcoholic beverages while in uniform prior to 1715 hours Monday through Friday except holidays, regardless of duty status.

b. Have a blood alcohol level on duty of .05 percent (milliliters of alcohol per 100 

milliliters of blood) or be impaired.  Should not interpret that impairment does not exist if the blood alcohol level is less than .05 percent.  “On duty” is defined as in paragraph 1.a. above.  Additionally, to be in violation of this policy the person must have known that he or she had duties to perform.

c. Have a blood alcohol level of .05 or above (as defined in paragraph 1.b above) while 

the individual’s unit or organization is in an alert status except as authorized by the Commander (LTC or higher).   Commanders may prohibit alcohol consumption while under DRF1/DRF9.

“SAFETY, OUR MAIN CONCERN”

Prevention…

[image: image2.jpg]



The summer is right on the corner. For that reason and to prevent accidents during this time of the year, MAJ Hector Rosado, Brigade Surgeon, presented a class on heat injuries prevention to the team leaders and combat life savers personnel. Sixty-five soldiers from the different units participated in this class.
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ARE YOU AND YOUR CAR READY FOR THE SUMMER?

By MSG RAFAEL DE LEON ASE Certified Master Technician

During this month every body start making plans for the summer. We went to the gym to lose some weight & get in shape to look good in the swimsuit. This is the perfect season to enjoy the weather and have fun. All these plans can be thrown out if we don’t consider the pre-summer inspection of our POV’S or our rental vehicle. 

The best way to reduce the possibility of mechanical failure is through periodic maintenance and a good pre-summer inspection.  Before you start planning your vacation inspect your car and correct any malfunction or deficiencies you found. If you can’t correct it by your self, bring your car to a certified technician before you go on trip.

Here some tips that will help you get on the road safely and could save you some bucks.

1. Read your owners manual. This will helps you know your car and how it works. The owner’s manual is usually located at the glove compartment of your vehicle.

2. Check your vehicle lighting system. If you can’t see the road or the others motorist can’t see you, an accident is waiting just around the corner.

3. Replace your wipers for new good ones. This will improve your visibility.

4. Revise your tires if worn change it. If they are low on air verify the cause and correct it. Make sure your tires meet the manufacturer specification. 

5. Check your oil. The oil should be changed every 3,000 miles. If your car is leaking and this deficiency is not corrected your engine is in danger of overheating & stall because of a poor lubrication.

6. Verify your car coolant levels. The greatest cause of summer breakdowns is overheating. Also check belts, radiator cap & fan.

7. Verify and test your battery & charging system. These jobs should be made by a technician using professional equipment. Keeping the right level of electrolyte and a clean battery help extend your battery life.

8. Check Fuel & air Filter. This will increase your engine performance and fuel economy.

9. Verify your Brakes. Start with the brake fluid and check brake pedal free travel. If something wrong see your certified automotive professional. Brake problem should be corrected as soon as is detected. Your life and the others depend on it.  

10. Have emergency equipment available. Make sure you have all necessary equipment in good working condition. Also make sure you have a cellular phone on hand and all important phone numbers in case of an emergency.

If you follow these steps, you will enjoy your summer better, save money and have a trouble free summer trip. Remember to consult your certified automotive professional to seek for advice. For more information or question about car maintenance contact the author of this article at profesordeleon@aol.com or tecnoauto.org. ! Happy summer season! 
Submitted by MAJ William (Billy) Griffin

DO YOU KNOW  ALL THE SYMBOLS YOU CAN FIND IN A $1 USD BILL?

Take out a dollar bill and look at it.  

The one dollar bill you're looking at first came off the presses in 1957 in its present design. 

This so-called paper money is in fact a cotton and linen blend, with red and blue minute silk fibers running through it. It is actually material. We've all washed it without it falling apart. A special blend of ink is used, the contents we will never know. It is overprinted with symbols and then it is starched to make it water resistant and pressed to give it that nice crisp look. 

If you look on the front of the bill, you will see the United States Treasury Seal. On the top you will see the scales for the balance-a balanced budget. In the center you have a carpenter's T-square, a tool used for an even cut. Underneath is the Key to the United States Treasury. That's all pretty easy to figure out, but what is on the back of that dollar bill is something we should all know.

 If you turn the bill over, you will see two circles. Both circles, together, comprise the Great Seal of the United States. The First Continental Congress requested that Benjamin Franklin and a group of men come up with a Seal. It took them four years to accomplish this task and another two years to get it approved. If you look at the left hand circle, you will see a Pyramid. Notice the face is lighted and the western side is dark. This country was just beginning. We had not begun to explore the West or decided what we could do for Western Civilization. 

The Pyramid is UN-capped, again signifying that we were not even close to being finished. Inside the capstone you have the all-seeing eye, and ancient symbol for divinity. It was Franklin's belief that one man couldn't do it alone, but a group of men, with the help of God, could do anything.

 "IN GOD WE TRUST" is on this currency. The Latin above the pyramid, ANNUIT COEPTIS, means "God has favored our undertaking." The Latin below the pyramid, NOVUS ORDO SECLORUM, means "a new order has begun." At the base of the pyramid is the Roman Numeral for 1776. If you look at the right-hand circle, and check it carefully, you will learn that it is on every National Cemetery in the United States. It is also on the Parade of Flags Walkway at the Bushnell, Florida National Cemetery and is the centerpiece of most hero's monuments. Slightly modified, it is the seal of the President of the United States and it is always visible whenever he speaks, yet no one knows what the symbols mean. The Bald Eagle was selected as a symbol for victory for two reasons: first, he is not afraid of a storm; he is strong and he is smart enough to soar above it. Secondly, he wears no material crown. We had just broken from the King of England. Also, notice the shield is unsupported. This country can now stand on its own. At the top of that shield you have a white bar signifying congress, a unifying factor. We were coming together as one nation. In the Eagle's beak you will read, "E PLURIBUS UNUM", meaning "one nation from many people." 

Above the Eagle you have thirteen stars representing the thirteen original colonies, and any clouds of misunderstanding rolling away. Again, we were coming together as one. Notice what the Eagle holds in his talons. He holds an olive branch and arrows. This country wants peace, but we will never be afraid to fight to preserve peace. The Eagle always wants to face the olive branch, but in time of war, his gaze turns toward the arrows. 

They say that the number 13 is an unlucky number. This is almost a worldwide belief. You will usually never see a room numbered 13, or any hotels or motels with a 13th floor. But, think about this: 13 original colonies, 13 signers of the Declaration of Independence, 13 stripes on our flag, 13 steps on the Pyramid, 13 letters in the Latin above, 13 letters in "E Pluribus Unum", 13 stars above the Eagle, 13 plumes of feathers on each span of the Eagle's wing, 13 bars on that shield, 13 leaves on the olive branch, 13 fruits, and if you look closely, 13 arrows. And for minorities: the 13th Amendment. I always ask people, "Why don't you know this?" Your children don't know this and their history teachers don't know this. Too may veterans have given up too much to ever let the meaning fade. Many veterans remember coming home to an America that didn't care. Too many veterans never came home at all. Tell everyone what is on the back of the one dollar bill and what it stands for, because nobody else will.

Not everything mentioned can be confirmed as truth. Are you interested in discovering the facts? 

See www.trthorfiction.com/rumors/dollarbill.htm
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DÍGALO ASÍ

By CPT Theresa L. Donovan


They say that a true gauge of your second language skills is your use of prepositions. Prepositions are in fact one of the hardest grammatical categories to master in any language.  They often are words that are meaningless when isolated because a preposition describes a relationship between other words in a sentence. In itself, a word like "in" or "after" is rather meaningless and hard to define. Second, many prepositions are required by the noun or verb that precedes it and cannot be changed. Some examples of this are: 

1. I’ll swing by your house after work.  (swing requires by and can not be changed for in, at, on etc.. or it’s ungrammatical) 

2.  Jane threw up. 

3. ¿Se acuerda de Juan? 

4. ¿Recuerda a Juan? 


The prepositions that seem to give second language learners of English the most problems are at, in and on.  So, I thought it would be useful to review their use in order to improve your English language skills.  

Their use can be divided into three categories: Time, Place and Location. 

Prepositions of Time: 

We use at to designate specific times.
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The train is due at 12:15 p.m.

We use on to designate days and dates.
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My brother is coming on Monday.
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We're having a party on the Fourth of July.

We use in for nonspecific times during a day, a month, a season, or a year.
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She likes to jog in the morning.
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It's too cold in winter to run outside.
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He's going to quit in August.

Prepositions of Place: 

We use at for specific addresses.
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Grammar English lives at 55 Boretz Road in Durham.

We use on to designate names of streets, avenues, etc.
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Her house is on Boretz Road.

And we use in for the names of land-areas (towns, counties, states, countries, and continents).
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She lives in Durham.
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Durham is in Windham County.
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Windham County is in Connecticut.

	Prepositions of Location: You live at an address, 

in a house or city, on a street, with other people.


	IN
(the) bed*
the bedroom
the car
(the) class*
the library*
school*

ON
the bed*
the ceiling
the floor
the horse
the plane
the train
	AT
class*
home
the library*
the office
school*
work

NO PREPOSITION
downstairs
downtown
inside
outside
upstairs
uptown
	
	

	*You may sometimes use different prepositions

for these locations.


I hope that this review was helpful if you have any recommendations for future articles please let me know.
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Friday/ May 23

Combat and Film:

Today is Combat Aircraft Day at the Festival of Flight at the Crown Center on U.S. 301 and at the Cameo Art House Theatre on Hay Street Downtown. At the Crown Center, there will be an all-day fly-by of combat aircraft and the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds. The four buildings of the Crown Center, will be open from 11 AM to 9:30 PM. At 7 PM, the Cameo will show “Wings” the movie that won the first Academy Award for Best Picture. Admission to the movie is $10 in advance and $15 at the door. 

Saturday/ May 24

Air Show:

The trill of flying is the theme for today’s Festival of Flight event. The centerpiece is an Open House and Military Air Show at Pope Air Force Base from 11 AM to 5 PM, Saturday and Sunday. 

Sunday/ May 25

The Art of Flight:

On display at the Art Center downtown: Tom Grubb’s technical drawing, maquettes and scale models of his large structures, Star Gate 2003 and Sprint Voyager; and Bob Timberlake’s painting, “First Flight” which commemorates the first powered flight at Kitty Hawk. The center is on Hay Street. Call 323-1776.

Universal Studios
Orlando, Florida

Hollywood, California

Offer valid from May 13, 2003 to December 19, 2003

Florida:

Free 5-Day Bonus Pass for active duty military, Reservists, and National Guard.   Up to five family members or friends can purchase the same bonus pass at a 50% discount of $49.95 each plus tax.

More information:


407-363-8000 (Florida)


www.universalorlando.com/military
Las fotos del momento
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“Hace rato que estoy tratando de salir de entre estos sacos y aun no he podido”
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“Despierta mi bien despierta, mira que ya amaneció...”
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Hey Serge’, I feel great with the mess that we did to these soldiers, don’t you? 
92nd Separate Infantry Brigade


Bldg C-3731, Ft. Bragg, NC 28310
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