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AR RAMADI, Iraq – A turkey gobbles in the fields of Elletsville, Indiana, an area known for its contribution to the Thanksgiving holiday.  A turkey translator interprets the gobble.  “I wish to be part of the All-American Thanksgiving this year in Iraq.”  Excitement for this year’s Thanksgiving feast is not limited to the turkeys in the field.  

“This year’s All-American Thanksgiving will be a festive atmosphere,” says food service supervisor Master Sgt. Mack E. Sumler, “as well as a tribute to the 82nd Airborne and all of the soldiers who are serving here.”  

The festive soiree features a Thanksgiving lineup that promises to bring the most disciplined paratrooper “All the Way” back for seconds. Included in the feast are thanksgiving staples such as turkey, ham, stuffing, glazed sweet potatoes, shrimp cocktail, and an assortment of deserts and drinks.  

Kellogg, Brown and Root food service technician, Melvin Young is making the necessary preparations required to feed an army. He is planning on going through 4,000 pounds of turkey, 3,000 pounds of shrimp, and 4,000 hams.  Young, retired from the U.S. Army, also said KBR is working hand-in-hand with army food service workers to make the event a success. 

As soon as the supplies arrive, army cooks will be helping to put the finishing touches on the All American Thanksgiving by putting up decorations, setting up tables, assisting the chefs and using their culinary skills to erect sculptures out of chocolate and ice.

The Thanksgiving Day dinner will be available for all soldiers working in the 82nd Airborne area of operations.

Sumler hopes the extra surprises planned, as well as the extra effort being put forth by the army cooks, will allow soldiers time to forget about their current situation for a short while.  

“You take a moment, five minutes, an hour, a day, to realize what you are thankful for, make the soldiers feel like they are back home, and be thankful for what they have,” said Sumler.  

       The atmosphere will be augmented by more than the mouthwatering chow.  “Everyone will be impressed by what we have done,” commented Sumler.  “The goal is to take care of the soldiers. A lot of planning has gone into this, and the chain of command has given us all of their support.”
Being away from home during the holidays is often part of military life, but Sumler hopes that this year’s All American Thanksgiving will give everyone a morale boost and give them motivation to finish the deployment strong.  

(Sergeant Gabe Nix is a member of the 350th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment, a reserve unit from Indianapolis, Ind.  He is currently deployed to southwest Asia with the 82nd Airborne Division in support of Operating Iraqi Freedom.)
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Photo cut lines

Turkey1.jpg - A worker with Doud Partners helps to move boxes full of food inside the chow hall. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Gabe Nix)

