SUPER BOWL
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82nd Airborne Division PAO

AL TAQUADDUM, Iraq- Soldiers of the 101st Forward Support Battalion Guardians and the 3rd Battalion, 4th Air Defense Artillery Regiment Skystrikers held the Guardian City Super Bowl at Gibson Memorial Stadium at Al Taquaddum Air Field, Jan. 

Much like the NFL’s Super Bowl, the Guardian City Super Bowl’s attraction was furious football action, cheerleaders, half time shows, and comical commercials. It was all wrapped together with color commentary from football analysts.

The two teams were closely matched and the teams were tied at the half.  With an equally intense second half, the Skystrikers were able to score a touchdown in the final two minutes giving them a 24 to 18 lead.  The Guardians, upon receiving the ball for one last chance to tie up the score, drove inside Skystriker territory only to turn the ball over on downs. The Skystrikers then ran out the clock.

During the game, cooks from both units grilled hamburgers, hotdogs, ribs, and chicken.

“We started cooking at 7 a.m., and the food turned out excellent,” said Spc. John Brinkmann, a cook with 3rd Bn.

Even though Brinkmann spent most of the day behind the grill, he still had a good time at the game.

“It’s a big morale booster to get to see your best friends go out and whoop on the team,” Brinkmann said.


During half time, spectators were entertained by the Guardian Angels cheerleading squad, and musical guests Full Battle Rattle.


“It was a blast,” said Sgt. 1st Class Angela Martin, head cheerleader and noncommissioned officer in charge of the 101st’s personnel section.  “We did it to make the soldiers feel like they were back at home.”


“While we were out there, it was like we were a part of a football game back in the states,” Martin said.


The construction of the football field took about two weeks, explained Sgt. 1st Class Roger Combs, noncommissioned officer in charge of headquarters and Delta Company of the 101st and also city manager for Guardian City.


The plan for the game started at a monthly meeting between Combs and Gaurdian City Council members.  Members of the council are junior enlisted representatives of the various units living there.  With the input of the soldiers, what started out as a simple flag football game turned into a major production, Combs explained.


Some past events coordinated by the city council are basketball games, karaoke and card tournaments.


Guardian City plans to hold a recreational event each month to boost morale of the soldiers at Forward Operating Base Ridgway, said Combs.
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