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SANITATION

AL FALLUJAH, Iraq—As children play on the sidewalk and adults commute down the street, it may be difficult to notice the garbage overflowing and sewage seeping along the four-lane road running east and west through the city.  Like Highway 10, much of Fallujah is in dire need of sanitary improvement.  

Though the city is known for being a hot spot of resistance to U.S. troops, “taking out the trash” may hold more than one meaning to the paratroopers of the 82nd Airborne Division’s 3rd Brigade Combat Team, based in the area.

“It is very important for us to alleviate the sewage and debris in the streets,” said 1st Lt. Teddy Call, construction managing officer, Company C, 122nd Engineer Battalion, a National Guard unit from South Carolina. 

Since August, Call and the 122nd have been working with Fallujah’s sewage director, independent local contractors and the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) to fund and get two 16,000 liter, high-pressure, water trucks and four ten cubic meter sewage suction trucks to help flush out the sewage system in the city.

“The city is not sanitary,” said Capt. Travis Markham, 489th Eng. Bn., an Army Reserve unit from Arkansas.  “Even though it doesn’t rain much here, dirt and debris clogs the sewage drains quite regularly.”

When the sewage isn’t pouring onto the streets, it is running into the Euphrates River.  This is the same river that supplies the people of Fallujah drinking water.

Though Fallujah has water treatment facilities to ensure the safety of the drinking water, the Coalition troops hope to build a multi-million dollar sewage treatment facility in the near future.

“The sewage treatment facility is in the planning stage right now,” Call said, “but we hope to start the construction process by late January.”

With sanitation improving projects such as the sewage treatment facility, water trucks and suction trucks, Coalition soldiers hope to reduce the possibilities of bacterial diseases spreading among the people of Fallujah so they may, in turn, live healthier lives. 

 
“I’ve met 30 and 40-year-old men and women in Fallujah who have never consistently had clean drinking water,” Call explained.  

With the help of Coalition forces, the children of these men and women will be raised in a healthier environment, free of the disease-infested waters and the unsanitary living conditions their forefathers grew up with.    

“We hope that the next generation of Iraqis will remember us (Coalition forces) from this war as a helping friend,” Call said, “Not as an enemy.”


PHOTO CAPTIONS:

*TRASH2—Garbage lines the sidewalks of nearly every street in Fallujah.  With the help of Coalition Forces, the local populates will be able to live in a much cleaner, sanitary environment.
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*SEWAGE AND TRASH—Sewage overflowing from clogged drain lines beneath the city of Fallujah seep to the surface, surrounding littered garbage in the downtown area.  Coalition Forces are working with independent contractors developing plans to flush the sewage lines and make the streets more sanitary for the people of Fallujah.
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*LT CALL—1st. Lt. Teddy Call, construction managing officer, 122nd Engineer Battalion, a National Guard unit from South Carolina, greets Abdul Rahman Abdullah, sewage manager for Fallujah, November 22 at the Fallujah Mayor's Office.  The two have been working together to solve the sewage problems in the city.
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