Spiritual Healing
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AL FALLUJAH, Iraq—The United States Army is not just kicking in doors and arresting terrorists - they’re also winning souls.

Major Scott Carson, 3rd Brigade chaplain says he has a calling from God to minister to soldiers. 

Chaplains perform a unique function for soldiers in Iraq. Ministering to soldiers in combat also includes combat stress classes, suicide prevention and reunion briefings. 

 Interacting with soldiers and providing reassurance is part of the everyday life for the chaplains of 3BCT.  Chaplain Carson stated his calling is first to be doing God’s will here and to minister to soldiers.  

I believe in what the Coalition is doing with the mission [freeing Iraq] and establishing Democracy for the Iraqi people, said Carson.

The chaplains have orchestrated three separate services to meet the needs of the majority of the soldiers of St. Mere Eglise, the forward operating base here.

 
Chaplains offer Protestant, Catholic and Latter Day Saints services. These worship services provide a sanctuary for soldiers.

With bullets flying, IEDs detonated and rockets launched on a daily basis, soldiers need to know there is comfort and stress relief in the chapel. 

Carson received his Doctor of Ministry degree from Bethel Seminary in St. Paul, Minn.  The seminary’s doctrine is, “nurture the living, care for the casualties and honor the dead,” said Carson. 

Carson’s fellow chaplains deliver religious services and inspired messages to the troopers at St. Mere chapel in Al Fallujah. In the midst of potential attacks, chaplains at the FOB have turned this hot spot into a haven for ministering to American soldiers.

Many opt for the traditional Sunday service. The Protestant service is held at 10a.m. and has all the flair of any state-side church. It boasts its praise singers, whose leader, Capt. Todd Hollins, just happens to be one of St. Mere’s chaplains. 

Hollins, under the guidance of Carson, has put together a praise and worship group which leads the congregation during the service. 


The group is accompanied by an acoustic-guitarist, Spc. Elliott Diaz. His amazing hand-speed is enjoyed by the congregation. Strumming the strings of his guitar at an almost frantic pace, he aides in the worship process. Diaz dedicates himself to the ministry and openly shares his gift of music.  Diaz is a self-taught guitarist and he freely shares his musical gift by playing in church. 

As he plays, soldiers react to his performance, and many voice their approval of his ability to spiritually uplift them. Troopers and worshipers around the chapel lifted their hands during the service to show their appreciation. 

Another goal of the St. Mere chaplains is to remove the soldiers’ minds from the thought of war. 

The worship service is designed to fill soldiers’ hearts with joy and for a brief moment, cause them to forget the war.

Carson said it’s his calling and his duty to bring soldiers to God and God to the soldiers.  “The job is challenging because we endure the same hardships soldiers endure, including being shot at,” Carson explained. 

 Though their job is challenging, and at times, dangerous, chaplains continue to serve soldiers in their time of need. Whether it is taking theirs minds off the harsh Iraqi conditions during a Sunday morning service or comforting them after a firefight, Army chaplains are available to help. 

