SGT Heather Allenbaugh

82nd ABN DIV PAO


NASCAR- Soldiers took a break from their vehicles and motor pools Oct. 13 to compete in a NASCAR pit-crew competition held at 12:30 p.m. in the Material Maintenance Building near Bragg Blvd.


Five 82nd Airborne Division teams, four Corps Support Command teams and several civilian military contractors competed in the event. Each team consisted of three individuals, and all participants were required to have a mechanic-oriented Military Occupational Specialty. 


Teams were required to change a 160-lb tire on a humvee in minimal amount of time. As Soldiers struggled to change the tire, NASCAR representatives, family and friends cheered them on from the sidelines.


Sgt. Jason O. Skadburg, Sgt. Josue Fernandez and Pfc. Kenneth Gray from the 82nd’s 3rd Battalion, 4th Air Defense Artillery Regiment team four won the competition with a time of 41.63 seconds. The 503rd Bde., COSCOM, team took second place and the 82nd   Aviation Brigade took third. 

Sgt. Maj. Kenneth Melton, 82nd G-4 sergeant major, said the NASCAR competition was morale-boosting for the Soldiers, because it showed that civilian corporations, such as NASCAR, supported them.

“This competition showed that the country is on the Soldier’s side,” said Melton.

 At the competition, the (Armando) Fitz-(Terry) Bradshaw Racing Company provided the race car 82 for Soldiers to view. The 3-4 ADAR winners competed against the actual pit-crew team for the 82 car by changing two tires on the vehicle. The race car pit crew won the competition, but was no match for the 3-4 ADAR when they competed against the Paratroopers at changing a humvee tire.

 The competition also gave the mechanics a chance to get recognized for the maintenance they do on Fort Bragg’s vehicles everyday, said Melton.

“Most of these guys are in the motor pool all day and no one really sees what they do,” said Melton. “The competition gave them a chance to shine and stand out.”

“The best part about today is that it recognizes the mechanics, who don’t get noticed much,” added Spc. Noe Alvarado, Paratrooper from 3-4 ADAR.. “It gets us out of the motor pool.”

It also recognized the civilian contractors who work on Fort Bragg’s vehicles.

“The competition showed support for all of our missions in and out of uniform,” said Gilberto Diaz-Castro, civilian ITT mechanic contractor and staff sergeant in the Army Reserve.

The FitzBradshaw Racing Company and NASCAR were ecstatic to be able to sponsor events with the military, said Armando Fitz, co-owner of the company.

“This is a small way to thank the Soldiers for defending our country,” said Fitz. “It is because of them that we are able to do what we do. It was an honor for us to (sponsor) this competition.”

All competition participants were invited to visit the NASCAR museum Oct. 14. The 3-4 ADAR winning team attended a NASCAR race in Charlotte, North Carolina as honorary pit-crew members. 

TALK 2:
 3-4 Air Defense Artillery Regiment, 82nd ABN DIV, team four, watches the 82 race car pit crew change a tire on the vehicle Oct 18.
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The 3-4 ADAR, 82nd ABN DIV team, winners of the NASCAR pit crew competition, change a tire on the 82 race car Oct. 18.
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Soldiers rush to change a humvee tire during the NASCAR Competition Oct. 18.
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82 race car.
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The 82 pit crew demonstrates how to change a tire during a NASCAR race.

