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GOLF

It may have been a cloudy and damp first day of October, but it was excellent day for golf as 95 competitors showed off their accuracy and distance in the 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment’s Captain’s Choice golf tournament at Willow Lakes Golf Course on Pope Air Force Base.

Twenty-five teams of three and four golfers per team made up the field.  They had a long afternoon ahead of them as they teed-off against the difficulties of Willow Lakes’ length and terrain.

“There’s a lot of character to this golf course,” said Jack McCormic, course manager.  “There are not many straight holes and there’s a lot of water obstacles, but the length is probably the course’s most demanding feature.”

At 6,871 yards, Willow Lakes is measured as one of the longest Army and Air Force 18 hole golf courses.  Ten of the holes on this par 72 course are over 400 yards.  Three are over 500 yards, including the mammoth 560-yard par 5 first hole.  

The long, crooked fairways allowed for very few teams to score below par.  However, Team Legal, made up of legal specialists of Sgt. 1st Class Mark Linares, Headquarters and Headquarter Company, 82nd Airborne Division; Sgt. Brady Gilkerson, HHC, 504 PIR; Spc. James Cialella, HHC 504 PIR and Spc. Francisco Rocha, HHC 504 PIR; made the course look simple.  They finished the tournament with a score of 63, nine strokes under par.

Although every team competed to win, there were no hard feelings amongst the participants.

“It was nice just to get away from work for a little while and play some golf,” said Spc. George Turkovich, infantryman, Co. B, 1st Battalion, 504th PIR. 

“This was a great turn out today,” said Sgt. Maj. Christopher Hofmeister, operations sergeant major, 504th PIR.  “We’re looking forward to having another tournament here sometime in the spring.”
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*TEES-OFF—Staff Sgt. William Dabcock, infantryman, Company A, 2nd Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, tees-off on the 15th hole during the 504th PIRs Captain's Choice golf tournament Oct. 1, at Willow Lakes Golf Course on Pope Air Force Base.

