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URBAN WARFARE TRAINING

Shortly before lunch time on a grey autumn morning, the mayor of the tiny village of Bruckville heard strange noises coming from outside his home. Peering out the doorway, he was startled to see U.S. Soldiers moving through the village.


“Attention! Attention! U.S. forces are conducting a cordon search of this village,” announced a soldier riding in the back of a slowly rolling Humvee. Four other soldiers were fanned out in front of the vehicle, their weapons at the ready. They moved deliberately from house to house until they came to the mayor’s.

The mayor stepped outside and greeted the point man, Sgt. Shawn Runkle, squad leader, 3rd platoon, Company B, 307th Engineer Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division. Runkle politely explained that his squad was searching the area for hostile forces, and asked the Mayor if he had seen any suspicious activity. 

“I see it, I see it,” the mayor said in broken English, and proceeded to direct the soldiers to the last building in his village, where some improvised explosive device-making materials were soon discovered. 


This type of mission is one that the Global War On Terrorism has made increasingly more common. U.S. forces in Iraq and Afghanistan conduct such searches every day. What made the search of Bruckville unique, however, is that the village is here on Fort Bragg, and the man playing its mayor was actually Capt. Jason Borg, commander of Company B.

The cordon search of Bruckville was just one of the current events-inspired training scenarios that took place when three platoons from Company B, 307th Engineer Battalion and one platoon from the 618th Light Equipment Company conducted live fire urban warfare training at range 74 Sept. 27 – Oct. 1. 
The training included tasks such as establishing tactical control points, clearing rooms and buildings, reacting to enemy fire, route reconnaissance and clearing, casualty evacuations, media relations, and cordon searches.


All the training was designed to replicate as realistically as possible situations today’s paratroopers may find themselves in, said Borg.


“This kind of training is focused on what we’re doing today in the real world. It helps better prepare you for what you might be going into,” said Staff Sgt. Michael Hunter, platoon sergeant, 2nd platoon, Co. B, 307th En. Bn.


Another aspect of the training that was unique was the focus on platoon-level coordination. Ordinarily, Company B supports and trains with the 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, and the squads from each platoon are attached to different infantry units. This was a rare opportunity for each platoon to train as a single unit, said Borg. 


“This gives us an opportunity to evaluate our squad leaders and see how they do when all three are in action at the same time,” said Sgt. 1st Class Jesse Moore, platoon sergeant for 1st platoon. 
The ultra-realistic scenarios the platoon’s confronted were made possible by the unique features of Range 74. The centerpiece of the range is MOUT City, a life size recreation of a city complete with shops, hotels, a bank, a church, a courthouse, and a pub. The range also includes Bruckville, a small, isolated village of four small houses. A long, tree-lined, dirt road connects MOUT City to Bruckville.

Multiple mission scenarios were enacted over the course of the week. The platoons executed each mission six times – three iterations of dry, blank, and live fire during the day, and another three at night. 

  The first scenario called for the platoons to be ambushed while clearing the road outside MOUT City of mines and explosives. They had to fight their way out of the ambush and then move out in a convoy to Bruckville. While searching homes there for IED material they came under attack again and had to return fire.

In another scenario, the mission was to search the village for a local contractor suspected of conspiring with the enemy. They had to find him and detain him. During the return trip, the convoy was struck by several roadside bombs and a firefight erupted.

In a third scenario, the platoons were tasked with establishing a tactical control point at the entrance to the city. After defending the checkpoint from an attack, they had to move out to conduct a search of Bruckville. While there, a soldier was wounded and one of their vehicles was disabled by a rocket propelled grenade attack. The platoons had to evacuate their casualty and tow away the vehicle while under fire.
In between iterations, the paratroopers relaxed back at the base camp. Sprawled out wherever there was shade, they smoked cigarettes, ate MREs and swapped stories. With the majority of B Co. having been deployed to Iraq, one topic that inevitably came up was the difference between training and real combat. 

Everyone agreed that the training had been good because it had been made as realistic as possible. Some of those with combat experience were glad to see that the lessons they had learned from their deployments had been incorporated into training.

“When we got back from Iraq, we looked at all our standard operating procedures,” said Hunter. “We’ve definitely implemented what we learned over there.”

“You don’t want to lose your combat edge,” added Moore, an OIF veteran.

On the other hand, many of those who hadn’t deployed enjoyed the chance to learn some new techniques.

“I learned a lot: How to stack, how to move into a room properly, how to work as a team. It was exciting.” said Pvt. Jason Meyer, 2nd squad, 1st platoon, Co. B, 307th En. Bn.

Another relative newcomer to the company, Pfc. Sean Mcleod, 2nd squad, 2nd platoon, Co. B, 307th En. Bn., thought the training had been a great team-building exercise. 
“We worked together really well. We have a lot of trust in each other,” he said. “I’m new to the squad, but I trust these guys completely because they went to Iraq and they did all this stuff.”
There is no substitute for good, thorough training, said Staff Sgt. Joe Caraballo, squad leader, 3rd squad, 2nd platoon, 307th En. Bn. Being well trained can mean the difference between life and death on the battlefield, he said.

A conversation between paratroopers from 1st platoon, 618th Light Engineers Co. underscored this point during the second day of training. As they sped back to base camp from a mission, BDUs dirty, rifle barrels smoking, still exhilarated from the action, the troopers debated the randomness of combat and the value of preparation.
“Look, when you got to go, you got to go,” said one.

“Shoot, not if you can help it,” replied Spc. Tyree Woodley.
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