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Crackers for kids on Kabul road

By Pfc. Terri Rorke
11t Public Affairs Detachment =

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — A child
stands by the road, patiently waiting for —h
a Sport Utility Vehicle to approach him.
As the vehicle gets closer to him, the
driver turns the engine off.

“HereisaMeal Ready to Eat for you,”
says the driver as he hands plastic-con-
tained peaches to the curious, hungry
child.

On the road between Bagram and
Kabul, DHL International hands out wa-
ter and MREs to Afghans sweltering in
the desert, summer sun. It isadaily duty
while driving to Kabul every night from
Bagram. David Crook, Bagram Air Base's
DHL station manager, came up with the
idea.

“There’s never going to be enough
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Photo by Robert Merrick

Afghan children hold Meals Ready to Eat given to them Friday by DHL worker, Robert Merrick,

See DHL, Page A6

Afghanistan operations manager.

Female MPs patrol as ‘just another Joe’

By 1%t Lt. Cory Angell
109" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

SHKIN, Afghanistan — Paratroopersfrom the 82™ Military Po-
lice Company, Fort Bragg, N.C., perform presence patrols, escort
convoys and act as a Quick Reaction Force at fire bases along the
Pakistani border in Afghanistan.

Among the diverse group of soldiers that make up the MP unit
aretwo female soldiers, arare sight to seein afire base because of
the concentration of combat assets.

Platoon Sergeant Sgt. 1% Class Jim Alexander said that the Mili-
tary Occupational Specialty of military police officer falls under
combat support so females can hold the MOS.

“Were no different than anyone else,” said Pfc. Anna Wear.
“We don’t want any special treatment. \WWe're just another Joe.”

“We never have any problems working with our guys,” said
Spc. Stephanie Pavliska. “ Sometimes it's awkward when we do
missions with the infantry, not because they don’'t want to work

with women but because they aren’t useto it. After alittle while
things settle in.”

Afghans are offended if amale soldier searchesafemale. This
creates aneed for woman on combat operations. Wear and Pavliska
help to ensure security while in the field, while at the same time
remaining sensitive to the Afghan people.

The soldiers may not be surprised to see women on combat
operations but the locals find it interesting.

“Some of them are amazed, some of them don’t seem surprised
and then there are some that seem indifferent,” said Wear. “We do
get alot of questionslike, ‘ Areyouawoman? ‘Areyouasoldier?
‘Areyou married?”

Both Wear and Pavliskaagreethat the time they spend interact-
ing with villagers is what they enjoy most about their job. Both
soldiers save thingsthat people send to them from home and enjoy
giving themto children in the villages.

See JOE, PageA4
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Lumber is strewn around the wreckage of the
derailed freight cars.

Runaway freight train derails
near Los Angeles

COMMERCE, Cdif.—A runaway freight
train carrying lumber through Southern Cali-
forniaderailed after being switchedto aside
track Friday in suburban Commerce, which
sent its cargo crashing into three homes and
left 13 peopleinjured, the LosAngelesFire
Department said.

At 12:01 p.m., 18 of the train’s 30 cars
went off thetracks. A Union Pacific spokes-
woman said the cars broke loose during a
switching operation and rolled 27 miles be-
fore railroad officials switched the cars to
side tracks to stop them from reaching
heavily populated downtown Los Angeles.

“There was no other option to stop the
train,” said Kathryn Blackwell, a spokes-
woman for the Union Pecific.

Railroad workers used a remote system
to switch the train to the siding, Blackwell
said. A siding is a length of railway track
used to store trains.

Blackwell said they knew that the ma-
neuver was “likely” to cause a derailment,
but it would have been more dangerous to
allow thetrain to continue moving into cen-
tral LosAngeles.

U.S. Embassy in Kenya closed
after threat

WASHINGTON — U.S. intelligence
agencies have uncovered information about
apossiblea-Qaidaterrorist plot onthe U.S.
Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya, prompting the
embassy to close, intelligence and diplomatic
sources said.

On Thursday, the Defense Intelligence

Agency issued areport to government agen-
cies and officialsin the East Africaregion,
warning of athreat to U.S. interestsin Kenya,
intelligence sources said.

The threat is deemed specific, credible
and continuing, and the United Statesis*“tak-
ing it very seriously,” officialssaid.

Intelligence indicates Saddam
may be in Iraq

WASHINGTON — Two U.S. intelli-
gence agencies have made an assessment
that deposed Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein
isaliveandinsidelrag, intelligence officials
told CNN.

The assessment — which officialsstress
is not proven fact — was based on recent
communicationsamong Saddam loyalists, as
well as interviews with individuas in cus-
tody, Iragis on the street and plausible ac-
counts of Saddam sightings, the officials
said.

They said they are very wary, however,
that some communications and information
could have been faked in order to lead the
United States astray.

TheWhite House said Friday it remains
unsure of the Iragi leader’s status and that
his whereabouts still are unknown.

“We don’t know whether he's dive or
dead,” deputy spokesman Scott McClellan
told reporters.

Powell urges Israelis, Palestin-
ians to move forward

JERICHO, West Bank — U.S. Secretary
of State Colin Powell on Friday called onls-
rael to transfer responsibility for Gaza's se-
curity to the Palestinian Authority and urged
Palestinian officialsto control radical 1amic
groups such as Hameas.

Powell pushed for these steps as he met
separately with Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon in Jerusalem and Palestinian Prime
Minister Mahmoud Abbasin Jericho to bol-
ster the U.S.-backed road map to peace.

Powell said talks|eading to atransfer of
security control in Gaza from Israel to the
Palestinian Authority would be a“ powerful
and important first step” toward stemming
the violence that killed dozens of peoplein

Israel, the West Bank and Gaza since the
Agaba summit two weeks ago in Jordan.

“In our conversation today, most of the
time was spent not on esoteric subjects but
practical aspectsof security: how to arrange
for the transfer of responsibility for Gaza,
the details of the transfer, what are the out-
standing issues that have to be dealt with
beforewe can go forward with thistransfer,”
Powell said.

Faris under surveillance before
approached about cooperating

WASHINGTON — Federal agentshad
al-Qaida operative Lyman Faris under sur-
veillance for “a time” before they ap-
proached him in March about cooperating
with the government, federal law enforce-
ment sources said.

One officia said agents had determined
that the Ohio-based truck driver was" agood
candidate to flip,” or turn against al-Qaida
and begin providing information to the
United States, though sources would not
explain what led them to that conclusion.

Faris represents the first public case in
which a suspected al-Qaida operative not
already in custody was approached by
agents seeking cooperation.

Once Faris agreed to cooperate, sources
said, hewasinstructed to fly from hishome
in Ohio to Virginia to turn himself in. The
pleadeal the government reached with Faris
was handled by the U.S. Attorney’s Office
for the Eastern District of Virginia, just out-
side Washington.

Dozens hurt in Chechen blast
MOSCOW — A truck bomb has ex-
ploded near a government building in
Chechnya's regional capital in a failed at-
tack that killed two suicide bombers and
wounded dozens of others, officials said.

Emergency officials said at least 36
peoplewereinjuredin Friday’sblast that | eft
ahuge holein the street. Four were taken to
hospital.

“Thetruck wasdriving towardsthe com-
plex of government buildings, but exploded
beforeit got there,” Khamid Adayev, deputy
head of Chechnya's Interior Ministry, said.
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New CSM talks safety to troops

Story and photo by
Pfc. Christina Carde
11™ Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — As recon-
struction, renovations and improvements
continue to turn Bagram into a more garri-
son-like environment, troops may begin to
feel morerelaxed and put basic safety pro-
cedures on the “back burner.” According
to the new Combined Joint Task Force-180
command sergeant major, thisisthewrong
answer.

Command Sgt. Mgj. DennisCarey, CITF-
180 sergeant major, said that even though
his goal is to keep post safety policies
simple, itiscrucial tothetroops' safety that
these policiesarefollowed correctly so that
one careless accident doesn’t result in an
unnecessary tragedy.

“Anyone can basically stand at Four
Corners at any point during the day, and |

Command Sgt. Maj. Dennis Carey, Combined Joint Task Force-180 sergeant major, talksto one of
hismilitary police officersabout upcoming daily events. Carey said one of thethingshestressesthe
most issafety, and troops should take safety issues seriously.

guarantee they will observe asafety viola-
tion of some sort,” said Carey. “Vehicle,
weapon and other safety violations have
been happening too frequently and it’sim-
portant troops maintain a higher state of

situational awareness to keep accidents
from happening. Let’snot forget —the road
wetravel ondaily wasnamed after asoldier
who died as aresult of an accident.”

To help soldiersto better associate them-

selves with the safety areas that need the
most attention, Carey said there are three
safety issues that he stresses the most.

See NEW CSM, Page A6

Quiet professionals celebrate birthday

Story and photo by
Staff Sgt. Len Butler
CJSOTF-A Public Affairs

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — Celebrating past accomplishments
and an evolving future, members of the 3" Specials Forces Group
celebrated the 51% birthday of Special Forces at a small ceremony
here Thursday.

The ceremony featured a cake cutting, with 39 SFG’s ol dest
member, Sgt. 1% Class Carl W. Notter, 54, and its youngest member,
Staff Sgt. Levi T. Darnell, 24, doing the honorswith the* Yarborough
Knife,” the official-issue combat knife of Special Forces.

Darnell said in addition to the sense accomplishment of beingin
the elite ranks and fulfilling a purpose, it's also a way of paying
tribute to those who served before him.

“1 look at peoplelike Sgt. 1% Class Notter and all of the SF guys
who had been here before me, and it's my way of paying tribute to
them,” Darnell said. “| want to do justice to thosewho earned the SF

See BIRTHDAY, PageA4

Coalition Joint Special Operations Task Force's oldest and youngest sol-
dierscut the Special Forcesbirthday cakeduring a ceremony Thursday.
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Not all their missionsinvolveinteraction with villagers.
Sometimesthe combat support role of an military police of -
ficer involves direct engagements with the enemy.

Pavliska said she was on Quick Reaction Forcefor Fire
Base Shkin when they were called out because enemy were
moving into place to set up arocket attack.

When the QRF went to a location where they expected
to find the enemy because rocket attacks had been launched
there in the past, they made contact.

“They started firing on us,” said Pavliska. “You could
see all the flashes and frag (grenades) blowing up.”

During the contact two American soldiers were killed
and six American and one Afghan MilitiaForce soldier were
wounded.

Pavliskatalked more about the actions of her fellow sol-
diers than she did herself.

“l can't explain what it's like,” she said. “Everything
goes through your mind but at the same time you ... you
just doit.”

With the austere conditions of life on afire base and the
hazardsthey face performing their duties both soldiersagree
that they are where they want to be.

They don’t seem phased by the fact that there are few
women and are very proud to be part of the team.

“Everyone here joined for the same reason,” said
Pavliska. “Inalot of wayswereall the same.”

Right: A convoy of military police from the 82" Military Police
Company, 82" Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C., approach
an Afghan compound during aroutine presence patrol near Fire
Base Harriman, Orgun-E, Afghanistan.

BIRTHDAY, from PageA3

tab long before | did.”

OnJune 19, 1952, after several years of advocating the need for
an unconventional warfighting force within the Army, Col. Aaron
Bank, “the Father of Special Forces,” founded the 10" Special Forces
Group (Airborne) at Fort Bragg, N.C.

Bank was one of the original members of the Office of Strategic
Services, an unconventional World Wer 11 fighting force that para-
chuted deep behind enemy lines of the Nazi Third Reich. OSSmem-
bers linked up with local forces, trained and supplied them, then
fought a ongside them. Thisforce multiplier concept became atrade-
mark of the Special Forces.

Although Special Forces draws its roots from the OSS and the
joint Canadian-American Devil’sBrigade 1% Special Service Force, it
has been widely accepted that Special Forcestracesitsroots nearly
200 yearsbefore.

Robert Rogerswasacolonid farmer who wasrecruited by the Brit-
ishin 1755 during the French and Indian Wer. By 1756 he crested Rogers
Rangers, and devel oped unconventional tacticsknown asRogers Rang-
ing Rules. Tactics that Rogers developed are till used today.

Unconventional warfare continued through American history,
fromthe* Swamp Fox” Marion Mosely and his South Carolinague-
rilla fighters against the British during the Revolutionary War to
John Singleton Mosby, a Confederate who led partisan raiders dur-
ing the Civil War.

Group Commander Col. Joseph D. Celeski said unconventional
warfareworks because of itsagility and flexibility.

“They (SF soldiers) can adapt in fluid and changing situations
— all withintheintent of overall U.S. objectives,” hesaid. “They act
decentralized, with broad parameters and guidance, and think un-
conventionally to solve a problem, and that brings tremendous ca-
pability to the battlefield.”

Inlight of successesin Afghanistan and most recently Iraqg, the
American public, and more importantly, young Americans, have
become more awarethat special operationsforcesplay akey rolein
overall military success.

Moreover, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has called for
additional special operations troops. With the Army’s recent push
to recruit high school and college students straight into Special
Forces, attention will remain at theforefront of the organization that
hastypically avoided publicity.



Don’t look at progress with Western eyes

Just my Opinion

Spc. Jim Wagner
109" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

A couple hundred yards outside the
perimeter, loudspeakers blasting Afghan
music permeate the night air. Faintly, the
sounds of laughter and shouting come
from the compound housing the local Af-
ghan MilitiaForcethere.

For the past three hours I've been
stretched out on my cot, tossing and turn-
ing and trying to sleep despite the noise.
It'snow 1 a.m. inthemorning and my first
thought is, ‘man, in the States they’d be
getting avisit from the policefor partying
likethis’

Then, upon reflection, playing loud
music — any music for that matter —
would have resulted in alot more than a
$100 fine two years ago in Afghanistan
under the Taliban regime. In fact, aticket
would be ablessing in acountry that only
two years ago ruled with an iron fist.

Laying there | considered how my
“Western” eyes looked at everything go-
ing on in the country right now, most es-
pecially the progress of coalition forcesto
bring peace and stability to aregion that
in many ways cameto astop decades ago.

It's easy to look around and say Af-
ghanistan today is exactly the same as it
was 100 or even 500 years ago, a living
breathing time capsule in the middle of

June 21, 2003 < Freedom Watch < Page A5
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technological and social advances
throughout the rest of the world.

Most Afghan cities don’'t have de-
cent plumbing, electricity or adequate
housing; most women still walk about
town in full abaya and won’'t speak or
look at anyone but their husband or im-
mediate family and wouldn’t even think
twice about baring their faces or any part
of their body, despite the lifting of that
ban by the central government. Despite
their own standing army for thefirst time
sincethe 1960s, in many remote areasre-
gional commanders still rule over their
particular tribe or region.

Progress doesn’t seem to have come
to the country, despite the time and ef-
fort coalition forces have put into stabi-
lizing theregion so far. But that measure
of progressis seen through the eyes of a
Westerner, and doesn’'t necessarily ap-
ply here.

Exactly one hundred years ago, the
Wright brothers conducted their first air-
planeflight. It would beanother 17 years
beforethefirst commercia radio goeslive,
24 yearsbeforethefirst television and 36
years beforethefirst digital computer.

| can remember likeit was yesterday
when | first saw cable TV and it'swhop-
ping 36 channels; my parents remember
when they saw thefirst color TV broad-
cast; my grandparents remember thefirst

— SeeCOMMENTARY, PageA6

STREET TALK

“It's pretty good for the

better than it was when |
was here a year ago — two

Spc. Heather Pfleuger

What do you think of the chow
here?

“Better than T-rats, better
than MREs.”

Spc. William Horn
705" EOD
Fort Polk, La.

most part.”

Sgt. Barbara Cwiok
D Co. 3 Bn. 229t
Aviation Reg.

Fort Bragg, N.C.

“It's better than
Kandahar.”

Sgt. Francis Collins
2-505 PIR

Fort Bragg, N.C.

“The chow is ten times

thumbs up to (Kellogg),
Brown and Root.”

177" MP Det., 10"
Mountain Div.
Fort Drum, N.Y.
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NEW CSM, from PageA3

“Vehicle safety isabig concern of mine
and of other senior commissioned and non-
commissioned officers,” said Carey. “ Over
the past three weeks | have observed nu-
merous safety violations in vehicles such
as no seatbelts, speeding and not wearing
a helmet or wearing it improperly. Troops
need to obey the speed limitsand if they’re
not running, stay on the sidewalk.”

“Another violation which can lead to
an accident is weapon safety negligence,”
Carey added. “Becausethere are so few ac-
cidents, troops are starting to become com-
placent when draping their weapons across
their back or swinging them around. The
selector switch can become easily moved
this way resulting in an accidental dis-
charge. Also if a soldier carries a (Squad
Automatic Weapon) he must be sure to
keep the rounds out of the weapon in the
bandolier.”

Another issue Carey addressed is
troops being sensitive to the cultural dif-
ferences for the theatre they arein.

“We have alot of local nationals who
work on this post daily and certain things
like soldiers with no shirts on or cut-offs
T-shirts can be offensive to them,” said
Carey.

“Troops need to understand that we are
in a country with different religious and
cultural traditions and we don’'t want to
unintentionally offend anyone,” he ex-
plained.

Since there haven't been many acci-
dentsdueto safety violations|lately, troops

may start to think they can never happen.
Carey said thisis not the case.

“In the past few weeks we have had
several accidental dischargesand afew ve-
hicle accidentsin the Combined Joint Op-
erationsArea,” said Carey.

“Thankfully, no one was seriously in-
jured but that was due to nothing morethan
luck. Accidents do happen and they can
be fatal,” he said.

To help remedy some of the frequent
safety violations, Carey said certain mea-
sures have been taken.

“1 just had ameeting with all of theU.S.
and coalition senior NCOs on Bagram to
talk to them about safety issues and have
them stressthe importanceto their troops,”
said Carey.

“We have also changed the speed lim-
its around the entire perimeter to no more
than 25 kph to try to keep drivers at a de-
cent speed. Thereistoo much activity go-
ing on hereto take any chances,” he added.

Even though Carey understands the
reason troops may neglect certain safety
policies, al it takesis one second for some-
oneto have“alifealtering experience.”

“After being deployed for six months
or more, troops begin to get lax and not
care about simple things such as seatbelts
or speed limits,” said Carey. “However, it
is one of the worst things in the world to
explainto afamily that after six monthsin
combat zone the reason for their soldier’s
death was due to a careless accident that
could have been avoided. It's one of the
biggest tragedies that can befall atroopin
the service of their country. Be safe.”

COMMENTARY, from PageA5 —

TV; my great-grandparents remember a
timebeforeboth TV and radio.

More than one-third of the past 100
years in Afghanistan has been spent in
constant warfare. When it wasn't civil war,
it was the Russian invasion and occupa
tion, or the Taiban rule that drove off or
murdered most of the intellectual elitein
the country. 1t's no wonder they are be-
hind the curvewhentheir progressismea
sured against Western standards of today.

Progress is taking shape in Afghani-
stan — incrementally, but it's coming.
According to many expertstrue progress
will take at |east a couple of generations;
or about the generational difference be-
tween my grandparent’s ‘talking picture
box’ inthelivingroomtomy MTV.

Outside, the AMF compound has
grown quiet and the music has stopped.
It's reassuring to know | and al the sol-
diers, airmen, Marines and sailors here
have played a part in making sure
progress hasn’t also stopped.

DHL, from PageA1

food for the kids, but it’s such a great
feeling of satisfaction when you give
something,” said Robert Merrick,
Afghanistan’s DHL operations man-
ager.

“I was shocked to see the poverty.
I’'m from the (United Kingdom) and as
most, | took what | had for granted. (On)
thefirst trip from Bagram to Kabul | was
holding back tears,” said Crook.

Crook said he always sees parts of
MRE’s lying around and thought he
should do something about it.

“Some kids wave you down if they
want food or water and you stop,” said
Merrick.

Some children are scared and run
away when they see the SUV approach
them, while others free load and take ad-
vantage in as much as they can, said
Merrick.

Merrick said if everything works out,
he plansto donate more than MREs and
also have drop-boxes where people can
donate anything for the Afghans.

“It'sin the very early stages ... but |
think it will work out. There are so many
troops here,” said Merrick.

“People ask me, ‘You drive down to
Kabul everyday?' It is just the percep-
tion of the Bagram road.

“A lot of peopledriveit with thewin-
dows up and their heads down. But we've
been doing this for six months. We stop
for kids and never had any trouble,” said
Merrick.

Thevery grateful children’sfacesare
what keep the colleagues wanting to help,
said Crook.

“In this country, it is very easy to
make others happy. The smallest gesture
makes such adifference. I’'m not the only
person to give out water.

“DHL is not the only company to do
so either. It'ssimpleand if it’s delivered
straight to the person in need.” said
Crook.

He said the Red Cross already agreed
to collect unwanted meals.

To donate unwanted MRE’s or any-
thing else, take them to the DHL ware-
house here.
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82" instructors help Jumpmasters refresh skills

Capt. Jeremy Riegel, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1% Brigade, Fort Bragg, N.C.,
checksthe static lineon a parachute during thejumpmaster refresher coursehere.

Story and photo by
Staff Sgt. Christina Bhatti
11" Public Affairs Detachment

... Sand up. Hook up. Shuffle to the door.
My knees got weak and | fell to the floor.
Jumpmaster picked meupwith easeand threw
my kneesinto the breeze. ..

BAGRAM, Afghanistan— Thereismore
to being ajumpmaster than “throwing” apara-
trooper out of a plane. There is giving them
the courage to make that crucia step into the
air 800 feet abovethe ground, and also ensur-
ing their equipment is safe and they have a
safejump.

It takes intense training and sustainment.
To beajumpmaster, asoldier must not only be
on jump status, but also a noncommissioned
officer with at least 12 jumps and then they
must pass a pre test to get into the school.
They then attend a15-day courseto learnwhat
it takes.

Instructorsfromthe82™AirborneDivision
Advanced Airborne School, Fort Bragg, N.C.
arehereto givejumpmastersarefresher course

to brush up on logt skills before they return to
Fort Bragg within the next couple of months.

Theteamwill beheregpproximately amonth
and teach seven jumpmeaster refresher courses
and give 10 jumpmaster school pre tests
throughout the theater.

“It will give them a head start when they
get back,” said Saff Sgt. Matthew Sluss-Tiller,
ingtructor, AAS. “The class hereisaday-long
course, where astherefresher on Fort Bragg is
three. By doing therefresher here, they will be
able to get back and jump right in with their
duties.”

All of thejumpmastersarecertified, but have
not pulled aduty in 180 daysand must gothrough
the refresher. During the day, they brush up on
commands ingde an aircraft and the sequence
of the jJumpmeaster personnel ingpection, which
istheingpection of the jumpers parachute, re-
serve and other combat equipment.

There are many steps involved before a
paratrooper will exit a perfectly good aircraft
andit al startswith thejumpmaster.

“Sequence is extremely important,” said
Saff Sgt. Rick Yates, instructor, AAS. “We

sresstheimportance of doing everythingina
certain order. And speed isnot afactor. It'sall
about safety”

Yates has more than 70 jumps under his
belt and said he enjoys jumping and the chal-
lengeof being ajumpmaster.

For 1% Sgt. Christopher Andrade, 519" Mili-
tary Intelligence Battaion, Fort Bragg, N.C.,
being ajumpmaster is one of the most impor-
tant jobs a paratrooper can have.

“Asaleader, itisimportant tomakesureal
of the soldiers are safe and have enough con-
fidence to do what they need to do. As a
jumpmeaster, itismy job to ensure dl of those
things,” he said.

“It'salsoimportant that thejumpmaster is
confident in what they are doing. They never
want to give the impression of being unsure
about anything. It will have anegative impact
onasoldier.”

Andrade has been on jump status since
1993 and ajumpmaster since 1995. The day-
long course here is the third time he has at-
tended a refresher.

“Itisextremely important to stay ontop of
theseskills” Andradesaid. “ Onemistake could
befatal.”

Riegel performs a step in the jumpmaster per-
sonnel inspection under thewatchful eye of Staff
Sgt. Matthew Sluss-Tiller, instructor, Advanced
Airborne School, Fort bragg, N.C., during the
jumpmaster refresher coursehere.
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Jam Mas-
ter Jay

%J probe looking
friend Randy Allen

at DJ’s longtime
NEW YORK —Aninves
tigator onthe Jam
Master Jay case
said Thursday
that police are
now looking into
whether the DJ/
producer’s long-
timefriend Randy
Allen,ak.a MDR
of the group Rusty Waters, wasinvolved in
themurder.

Innuendo about Allen and his sister
Lydia's possible involvement was aired in
publiclast month when the hip-hop legend’s
mother was interviewed by the New York
Daily News. She said she was upset because
shehad not heard from Allen since her son’s
dlaying and because Allen had not be coop-
erating with the police.

“That hurtsme morethan wordswill ever
say,” shetold the paper. “All of theseyears,
Jason [Mizell, (Jay’srea name)] and Randy
have been friends. We were al as close as
closecan be, and | haven’t seen Randy since
my Jason waskilled. You' re hisfriend for 20
years and you don’'t want to talk to the po-
lice about what happened? You don’t come
to my house after he died? You want to say
you don’t know anything?’

Jam Master Jay.

Beyonce, Magic Johnson turn
out For Jay-Z’'s 40/40 opening

MTV — Like he says in “Excuse Me
Miss,” Jay-Z's club opening on Wednesday
was only for the“grown and sexy” asballas
from Hollywood, the musicindustry and pro-
fessional sports came out to support Jigga
in hislatest endeavor.

Jay officially opened his sports bar,

dubbed the 40/40 Club, in New York and
made it a prerequisite that all those who at-
tended — Beyoncé, Magic Johnson,
Michael Rapaport, the Dallas Mavericks
Nick Van Exel and Michael Finley, New Jer-
sey Nets' all-star point guard Jason Kidd,
Lil’ Kim and members of Roc-A-Fella
Records, among them — comewearing their
finest.

“I"'mreal excitedand I’mjust hereto show
support for my man Jay-Z,” said thisyear’s
probable NBA first draft pick, LeBron James,
on the red carpet.

“It's incredible, I’'m happy to be here,
happy to enjoy thiswith Jay,” Los Angeles
Clippers Lamar Odom said minutes|ater.

“1’ve partied with Jay, I’ ve thrown some
partieswith him, | know it'sgoing to be hot,”
Magic said before hewalked in. “Heknows
how to do it, he knows how to please the
people, heknowswhat to haveinside, it (will
be) classy. (I' m expecting) the ultimate party.
Beautiful women, good men, all coming to-
gether and having good clean fun.”

Good Charlotte begs fans to
‘Hold On’

IRVINE, Calif. — Good Charlotte are
still deciding whether to put out afourth
single from The Young and the Hopel ess,
but if so, the band has selected “Hold
Oon.”

“It’'s my favorite song on the record,”
Benji Madden said backstage at
Saturday’s KROQ Weenie Roast. “1 think
it's sort of an anti-

be the best bet.”

Benji, brother Joel and therest of the band
are hesitant to overstretch their breakthrough
album, but the guys will be touring through
theyear, which sort of callsfor afollow-up to
“Girlsand Boys,” which wasreleased inthe
spring. An itinerary has not yet been an-
nounced for Good Charlotte’ sheadlining fall
tour, which they’ I launch after spending the
summer in Europe and Japan.

Quick news on Kid Rock, White
Stripes, R. Kelly

M TV — Kid Rock wasamong thosewho
performed for the troops Wednesday night
at Camp Dohain Kuwait as part of the kick-
off show of the USO’s Project Salute 2003,
thefirst large-scale entertainment tour inthe
Persian Gulf since Operation Iragi Freedom
began. A second show is scheduled for |ater
thisweek at an undisclosed location. Others
onboard for thetour include Bubba Sparxxx,
Nappy Roots and Wayne Newton, athletes
Ervin Johnson and Duce Staley and actress
AlyssaMilano. ...

The White Stripes have chosen “The
Hardest Button to Button” as the second
single from their fourth album, Elephant. A
video for the track will be shot next month,
but the band has not yet decided on adirec-
tor. ...

R. Kdly will bestaking hisclaimto great-
nessthisfall whenhereleasesTheR.inR&B,
acollection of hisgreatest hits and remixes
of some of his biggest singles.

suicide song. It's
about coping with
life, and wefeel like
if wewereto put out
another single, we
would want to put
out a song that
would actually
maybe help people.
So that’d probably

tice.

June29to facilitaterenovations.

Dragon DFAC closure
TheDragon Dining Facility will beclosed Monday -

ners.

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

MWR'sDragon Pdl-
ace is closed for reno-
vations until further no-

MWR will host a
Barbecue 0730Z today
behind the basketball
clamshell at Four Cor-




Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from ESPN.com)

Gordon, Earnhardt Jr., and Nextel are part of thefuture.

NASCAR Nextel Cup Series begins in '04

NEW YORK — From Tobacco Road to Times Square,
NASCAR has become so popul ar that atelecommunications giant
is plunking down $700 million to sponsor stock car racing’s pre-
mier series.

Nextel will replace Winston in January as the name on the se-
riesthat regularly draws six-figure crowds and high television rat-
ings.

Nextel will pay $40 million ayear in rightsfeesand will spend
another $30 million ayear promoting the series, an industry source
close to the negotiations told The Associated Press on Thursday
on condition of anonymity.

R.J. Reynolds Tobacco, through itsWinston brand, spent about
$45 million ayear and has sponsored the seriesfor 32 years.

Nextel “will be ableto promote our drivers, teamsand tracksin
every area,” NASCAR chairman Bill France Jr. said during anews
conferencein Times Square, with Jeff Gordon’s No. 24 car sitting
outside. “ Thisdefinitely will benefit every member of the NASCAR
community.”

RJR, citing marketing restrictions and an uncertain business
climate in the tobacco industry, said in February it wanted out of
the contract. A half-dozen companies made bids, but NASCAR
vice president George Pyne said Nextel offered what the racing
organization was seeking.

“Nextel has the highest profit margin in their category and
they arerecognized asNo. 1 in Americain the telecommunications
industry,” Pyne said. “This is a strategic decision to go into the
telecommunications area.”

Indeed, RJR cannot advertise Winston, itstop cigarette brand,
on radio or television and is forbidden to market to people under
18. Nextel already iswell-entrenched in that area.

“They market to children and families, a market that is un-
tapped,” Pyne said. “ Thisis a category for us where the opportu-
nitiesarelimitless.”
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Jourdain fast on rainy track

PORTLAND, Ore. — CART seriesleader Michel Jourdain Jr.
took the provisional pole on awet Friday at Portland International
Raceway.

Jourdain won the pole last week in Monterey, Calif., but it was
taken away because his car was underweight. Thistime, hekept his
point and is guaranteed a front-row start Sunday in the Gl. Joe's
200.

Jourdain’s lap at 119.339 mph gave him 90 points, seven more
than Bruno Junqueira. If Jourdain remains the fastest after final
qualifying Saturday, he will have his second pole of the year and
first sinceApril 13in Long Beach, Calif. - on another road course.

“Welearned some other thingsin Lagunalast weekend for these
tires,” Jourdain said. “ L ast weekend, when they took the pole posi-
tion away from us, | said, ‘ Things happen for areason. Maybe we
didn’t need to win that race to not get overconfident.””

Rookie Ryan Hunter-Reay was second-fastest at 119.289, but
his speed was disallowed because his car was underweight. His
teammate, 1996 series champion Jmmy Vasser, was moved up to
second off alap at 119.267.

Marlin’s laps haven’t translated to wins

ESPN — Here's your weekly
that'sracin’ definition reminder:

Sterling Marlin hasled morelaps
over thelast two racesthan any other
driver. He has no trophy to show for
it.

Although Marlin’smost-laps-led
performances at Pocono and Michi-
gan the last two weekends earned
him apair of sixth-placefinishes, the
Tennesseanisn't frustrated. After all,
he knows the deal.

That'sracin’.

On top of which, he knows
there'splenty of racing left inthe sea-
son, and he's determined to prevail in the long run. Last season
Marlin got off to atorrid start and led the points standings for more
than 20 weeks. He was injured late in the year, though, and was
forced to sit out the final portion of the season.

Thisyear, hegot off to ahorrid start, finishing 29" in the Daytona
500 and sitting in 24 in the points standings after five races. He
knew that after five raceslast season he had already won twice. But
then, as now, he was able to put things in perspective.

See SPORTS, Page B4

SerlingMarlin led 102 of the
200 lapslast week at the Sirius
400.
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SPORTS, from Page B3

“We started out strong and ended up bad last
year; thisyear it might be the opposite,” he said.

And, indeed, it might. Marlin’s consecutive sixth-
place finishes have him ninth in the points standings.
He's trying to emphasize that point to his team, as
well asone other point: Sorry.

“We could have easily won both races,” Marlin
said last Sunday about Pocono and Michigan. “This
Dodge should have won today. | just messed up, and
that’sreally al that | can say about it.”

Junqueira strong as Papis returns
PORTLAND, Ore.—Asthe Champ Carsmaketheir
annua stop at Portland International Raceway thisweek-
end, Bruno Junqueirafindshimsdlf inafamiliar position
— second in the point standings— but in some unusua
circumstances: winless and without a pole position.

Considering the 26-year-old Brazilian was runner-up
to Crigtiano da Mattain the 2002 CART championship
and theonly consistent challenger to hisgood friend and
countryman, it seemed likely “ Junky” would rulein 2003.

Especialy since he took over da Matta's seat at
Newman-Haas Racing and CART’s depth had been de-
pleted with several big team defectionsto the Indy Rac-
ing League.

But, heading into theeighth race of thisseason, Bruno
has amassed 83 points on the strength of two seconds, a
pair of thirds, afourth and afifth.

“Yeah, it'skind of strange,” said Junqueira, whotrails
Michel Jourdain Jr. by six pointsfollowing hisrunner-up
effort at Laguna Secalast Sunday. “ Everybody thought |
would be winning alot of polesand races. | think in at
least half of theraces sofar I ve been fast enoughtowin
but it didn’t happen.”

Finding right formula for U.S.

ESPN — Bernie Ecclestone hasgrand ideasfor mak-
ing hisFormulaOneracing seriesasuccessintheUnited
States: He wantsa TV deal on amajor network, a suc-
cessful Americandriver that fanscanfollow, and onerace
ayear through the streets of Manhattan.

Short of that, Ecclestone knows making F1 aforce
outside of Europewill dwaysbeachallenge.

With just two races ayear in North America— last
week’s Canadian Grand Prix in Montrea and the U.S.
Grand Prix inIndiangpolisin September — and afiel d full
of foreigndrivers, theinterestin Americafor FormulaOne
isseverely lagging.

“Weneed moreracesinAmerica. I'ddo 10 ayear if |
could,” Ecclestone said in an interview at last week's
Canadian Grand Prix. “But itisnever going to happen. So
we need to try some other thingsto catch the attention.”

Solution from Friday’ s She Songs

Crossword in the Freedom Watch
(Courtesy of QUIZL AND.com)
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By Mark Baker

Pvt. Murphy’s Law
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Kandahar chapel hours

Sunday

+ 0500Z — Roman Catholic mass
% 0630Z — Protestant worship

% 0830Z — Latter-Day Saints
worship

% 1130Z — Roman Catholic mass
% 1430Z — Gospel service

0,

0,

®,

®,

Monday
«» 1130Z — Rosary and prayers
«» 1430Z — Gospel choir practice

Tuesday

+ 1130Z — Orthodox/Catholic Bible
study

< 1430Z — Protestant Bible study

Wednesday

«» 1130Z — Roman Catholic mass

< 1430Z — Protestant mid-week
service

Thursday
«» 1430Z — Gospel Bible study

Friday
+» 0830Z — Islamic Jumaa’ h prayer
+» 1130Z — Orthodox Christian hymn

Bagram chapel hours

Sunday

+ 0500Z — Roman Catholic mass

% 0630Z — Protestant worship

«» 0830Z — Latter-Day Saints worship

% 1400Z — Gospe sarvice

Monday

% 0700Z — Rosary and prayers

Tueday

% 0700Z — Rosary and prayers

+ 1430Z — Protestant Bible study
Wednesday

+ 0700Z — Roman Catholic mass

+ 1430Z — Protestant mid-week service
Thursday

% 0700Z — Rosary and prayers

% 1430Z — Gospd Bible study

Friday

% 0700Z — Rosary and prayers

% 0830Z — Idamic Jumaa h prayer

% 1130Z — Orthodox Chrigtian hymn service
% 1430Z — Jewish prayer

Saturday

++0530Z — Seventh-Day Adventist worship
+» 1130Z — Orthodox Chrigtian DivineL iturgy
% 1430Z — Gospd Chair practice

% 1500Z — Rosary and prayers

K2 chapel hours

Sunday

D

e

e

g

++0300Z- Liturgica Service
++0400,0730,1130Z-Generd Protestant Service
++0530Z-Roman Catholic Mass
++1230Z-L atter Day Saints
Monday

++0230Z-Devations and Prayer
++1230Z-Catholic Mass
Tueday

++1230Z-Catholic Mass
+1400Z-Biblestudy
Wedneday
++0230Z-Devations and Prayer
++1230Z-Catholic Mass
++1400Z-Midweek Praise Service
Thursday

++1230Z-Catholic Mass
Friday

++1400Z-Jewish Service
++0230Z-Devations and Prayer
++1230Z-Catholic Mass
++1400Z-Biblestudy

Saturday

++0400Z-Jewish Service
++1230Z-Catholic Mass

service Sunday
«» 1430Z — Jewish prayer +» 1100Z — Christian service
CICMOTF % 1430Z — U.S. Embassy ser-
Saturday vice
“ 0530Z — Seventh-Day Adventist chapel <% 1900Z — Christian service
worship Wednesday
+ 1130Z — Orthodox Christian Divine % 1900Z — Bible study
Liturgy hours g 4™ Thur sdays
«» 1430Z — Gospel Choir practice ++ 1900Z — Roman Catholic mass
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KMTC chapel hours

Sunday

«» 0430Z — Protestant Service
< 0530Z — Roman Catholic
Mass/Eucharist

+ 0630Z — Latter Day Saints
«» 1630Z — Protestant Service

Wednesday
«» 1430Z — Bible Study

Friday
% 1530Z — Thank God It's
Friday fellowship and singing

All eventsarehedin FOB195
Chapd/ConferenceRoomarea.




