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AL ASAD, Iraq – “Most Iraqis are usually shocked when I speak to them in Arabic,” said Sergeant 1st Class William Summer, an Arabic linguist assigned to 66th Military Intelligence, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment.  “When I’m able to carry the conversation past normal greetings they are generally amazed.”


Summer is one of a select few American soldiers who speaks fluent Arabic.


According to Summer, he has enjoyed learning languages his entire life. He first spoke German then learned English, Arabic and finally, Albanian. 


“My father was a linguist in the Army and his father was a linguist too, so I guess it runs in the family,” he said.


Summer said that Arabic is a difficult language to learn because of its difficult word structure.


“The Arabic language has approximately 500 base words.  The hard part is learning what is known as the tri-lateral verbs.  Tri-lateral verbs are words that have multiple prefixes and suffixes,” said Summer.


Summer studied Arabic at the Defense Language Institute in Mateo, Calif., and at the University of New York, Albany. 


“My instructors stressed the importance of middle-eastern history and culture.  I couldn’t imagine then how much it helps me out today.”


Summer’s job requires him to recruit and hire Iraqis as linguists for the military.  These Iraqi translators work with the 3rd ACR at Rifles Academy.  Rifles Academy trains and recruits Iraqis to protect and police their local communities.


According to Summer, he spends most of his time working with sheiks to resolve civil military issues, review Arabic documentation and provide cultural advice to the Iraqi populace.


“It’s work that is very dynamic.  I enjoy working with the local populace, and the human element of translating is interesting.”


Summer noted that the dialect of local Iraqis is different than other middle-eastern countries.  One of the challenges linguists face is to translate the information directly.


“We don’t have room for error,” Summer noted.


When Summer speaks Arabic, his voice deepens.  His body language becomes more animated and his eyes widen.


Summer said he too noticed the changes.  He believes it’s his way to gain cultural awareness.


“It’s as if I put myself in their shoes,” said Summer.


Summer said he enjoys seeing tangible results for his work accomplishments and is glad he is doing his part during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
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   Sergeant 1st Class William Summer, an Arabic linguist assigned to 66th Military Intelligence, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment speaks to an Arabic translator.  Summer  is responsible for all Arabic translation for 3rd ACR.                             

