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AL ASAD, Iraq- The third class of the Iraqi Civil Defense Corps graduated from training at the Navea Training Center, Iraq, Nov. 11.


The class of about 170 Iraqis will be tasked with defending much of Iraq’s infrastructure facilities, such as power plants and pipelines.


The week-long training course requires the Corpsmen to complete physical training each day and train on a variety of skills including first aid, guard duty, recognizing and responding to improvised explosive devices, search techniques and detention of personnel, said 1st Sgt. Jack Cooper, the noncommissioned officer in charge of the training center.


The ICDC graduates are looking forward to their mission that lies ahead of them.


“I joined the ICDC to give security to our country, our cities and our families, by ourselves and for ourselves,” said Mohamed Fala’ah, a guard.


Fala’ah also expressed that other Iraqis were confident in the new civil defense corps.


“My family is very proud that I am in the ICDC. With this training, I can do good things for my community,” Fala’ah said.


Although the course was only a week long, the U.S. soldiers who trained the ICDC feel that they are ready to help Coalition forces.


“The majority of Iraqis learn well and the ones that didn’t were helped along by 

-more-

the ones who were quick,” said Staff Sgt. Michael Deatherage, of Sweet Springs Mo., a drill instructor at the Navea Training Center with 2nd Battalion, 5th Field Artillery Regiment.

“Our goal is to train three battalions worth of ICDC,” said Cooper.


Once those forces have gained experience while working with U.S. soldiers now providing security for Iraq’s infrastructure, the ICDC will be ready to operate independently and be effective, explained Cooper.


U.S. troops hope that the ICDC will one day be able to function free of Coalition support and provide security for Iraq.
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