SPAGHETTI SAUCE COMPETITION LEAVES SOLDIER FEELING MIGHTY SWEET

By Spc. Robert Kutruff

350th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

AR RAMADI, Iraq – On Feb. 14, Soldiers at Forward Operating Base Champion took part in a cooking competition to decide the best spaghetti sauce in Task Force “All American.”  The winner was to receive a Sony Playstation 2 but when the smoke cleared and the champion was announced, Spc. Andrew Ring, HHC 82nd Airborne Division, got a much bigger prize.  

Major General Charles Swannack, commanding general of the 82nd Airborne Division, surprised the contestants when he announced that the winner of the competition would be headed home on the first “bird” redeploying back to Fort Bragg, N.C.  This meant that Ring would be home almost a month sooner than expected.

Fourteen Soldiers signed up to try their sauce cooking abilities in the Kellog Brown and Root dining facility. 

One contestant, Spc. Juan Salas, 304th Civil Affairs Brigade, Philadelphia, Pa. commented on the contest’s effects around the post, “There’s been a lot of stress out here lately and something like this is great for morale, seeing other people and getting hints from each other.  We also got to know the kitchen staff better too,” said Salas. 

While hints may not have led Salas to the winner’s circle, they did give the winner’s sauce a little extra steam.  The winning sauce did not come from Ring’s cooking experience or from taking care of himself in college, nor did it come from an ancient family recipe handed down from generation to generation. Ring turned to the Internet for a winning spaghetti sauce.

Ring had talked with other soldiers trying to get tips and ideas when an Army cook that he knew, turned him to a recipe he found on the Internet.  Ring took his newfound recipe to the K.B.R. dining facility with an intent to just have fun with it.  Little did he know it would lead him home.

Once Ring made it into the kitchen and began work on his sauce, he decided to add his own extra zing to the recipe and added extra sugar, mushrooms and peppers. Ring was at the competition to just have a good time.  He really didn’t expect to win.  

“I was ecstatic, it was the first time since I’ve been here where I truly felt happy,” said Ring.

Second prize, a Panasonic CD player, went to Pfc. Steve Kamprowski a topographical analyst for the 175th Engineer Company.  Sgt. Christopher Hart from 82nd Airborne Finance took third, receiving a 35mm camera for his grandma’s sauce recipe.

This was the first time that many of the soldiers made spaghetti sauce from scratch and it was the first cook off  held at the base.  MG Swannack finished the event by announcing he would host a chili cook off in the near future.
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from left: Sgt. Jose Hernandez of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 82nd Airborne Division Artillery and Sgt. Damek Pantin of the 304th Civil Affairs Brigade put the finishing touches on Pantin's spaghetti sauce.  (U.S. Army photo by Spc Robert Kutruff)

