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REBUILDING

AR RAMADI, Iraq - With the restoration of freedom to the Iraqi people, restoration of vital resources was also needed after more than 30 years of attrition under the old regime.  Schools, hospitals, electricity, water and sewage systems had fallen into a state of disrepair.


The job of re-establishing these fundamental systems and much more was given to the 307th Engineer Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division. Working with reserve units from 122nd Engineer Battalion from Batesburg-Leesville, South Carolina, the long, slow road to recovery has begun for the Iraqi people.


According to 1st Lt. Christopher M. Rauch, with civilian military operations for the 122nd, the engineers work with local ministers to receive work projects.  They evaluate the project then go out and survey the job.  After the assessment, the job is prioritized and then the engineers try to get the funding needed to do the work.


"We hope to spend a million dollars a week," Rauch said.  That hasn't happened yet but we are getting there.


The funds for rebuilding come from the commander's discretionary fund, the coalition provisional authority and seized funds.


Every other week the engineers meet with the local council to discuss allocation of funds and to discuss projects, both ongoing and upcoming.


Nearly 30 million dollars has been requested for almost 700 jobs in every region of the Al Anbar province.  More than 5 million has been paid out for close to 200 ongoing projects.  


Once the funding for a project has been granted the work falls to local contractors.  The contractors bid on the project and hire people from the community to do the work thereby reducing unemployment.  


Education and water are the highest priority jobs.  More than 1,000 schools in the area have to be assessed.  So far more than 200 have been reviewed and 50 are up for repairs.


Water here is in short supply but 60 percent of the supply infrastructure has been restored and a plan to bring in additional water from neighboring Turkey is being reviewed.


Also in the works for the Al Anbar region are upgrades to damns, health clinics, railroads stations and with the rainy season not far off sewage systems are being completed.


All across the region the engineers are working to improve the quality of life for the people of Iraq.  Schools are being repaired and upgraded so children can continue their education.  Electricity and water supplies are getting much needed improvement and jobs are being created all thanks to the work of the engineers.

