BORDER REGISTRATION
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AL QA’IM, Iraq – Hundreds of local citizens gathered Dec. 7 to be the first-ever recruits in this western Iraqi town for the recently established Iraqi Border Patrol.  The new recruits received a $10 signing bonus from the US military and began border police training the following day.


“At the end of the day, we ended up filling approximately 200 slots for the Iraqi Border Patrol,” said Maj. Paul Phillips, a civil affairs officer, 432nd Civil Affairs Battalion.  “Eventually the number of recruits will double, and then triple.  This is an excellent example of Iraqization – Iraqis securing Iraq- to help make their country safer and secure.”


The purpose of the Iraqi Border Patrol is to fortify Iraq’s borders with Syria, Jordan and Saudi Arabia.  The Army’s 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, from Fort Carson, Colo., is responsible for the security of approximately 800 miles of Iraq’s borders.  


“Third ACR wants to train the citizens of this area to secure Iraq’s borders themselves,” said Cpt. Steve Smith, 1st Squadron, 3rd ACR.



Sitting behind an Army field desk located in the barren parking lot of an enormous, semi-functioning phosphate plant, Phillips and his soldiers watched as Iraqis lined up for registration.  The Iraqis, most of whom were wearing middle-eastern turbans on their heads and sweatshirts with American sports logos sewn on their sleeves, patiently waited to register into the U.S.-trained organization.


Phillips said that after registration, the recruits were transported by bus to an undisclosed location to begin the 10-day training seminar.

According to Smith, the Iraqi Border Patrol recruits will receive excellent training.

“I’ve got about 80 of my 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment soldiers ready to train these new Iraqi recruits,” said Smith.  

Smith said the Iraqi Border Patrol recruits will learn how to conduct individual and vehicle searches, defend a perimeter, fire weapons and study the laws of land warfare.

Many of the recruits will soon help to patrol the Syrian-Iraq border.

Smith believes that having Iraqis securing Iraq’s border will ultimately make the borders stronger.

“When people start seeing Iraqi faces securing Iraq’s borders it will strengthen the border’s integrity,” said Smith.

Smith noted that the Iraqi soldiers in the Iraqi Civil Defense Corps [ICDC] are the best recruiters for the Iraqi Border Patrol.

“People in this area have great respect for what the ICDC is doing. When the ICDC soldiers endorsed the Iraqi Border Patrol, it became very popular amongst the locals,” said Smith. 

“The beginning of the Iraqi Border Patrol is a good thing for this area, the U.S. military and all of Iraq,” said Raja Nawaf Fahran, the mayor of Al Qa’im.  “Iraq is helping Iraq.  I am very proud of the citizens who signed up here today.”

Fahran indicated that the Iraqi Border Patrol will also help create jobs for the people in the area.  

“Since the war, our economy has slowed down, but this program will pick it back up,” said Fahran.
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AL QA'IM, Iraq- Staff Sgt. Mario Franco and Maj. Paul Phillips, both assigned to 432nd Civil Affairs Battalion, sign up  Iraqi citizens for the recently established Iraqi Border Patrol.  The Iraqi Border Patrol will secure nearly 800 miles of Iraq's borders.  Iraqi Border Patrol training began December 8th.

