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MEDIA RELEASE

XVIII Airborne Corps Public Affairs Office


Fort Bragg, NC 28310-5000


(910) 396-5600 / 2920


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





NOV. 1, 2004

MAJ. GEN. CHARLES H. SWANNACK JR. RETIRES, 

XVIII AIRBORNE CORPS WELCOMES 

MAJ. GEN. VIRGIL L. PACKETT II AS NEW DEPUTY COMMANDING GENERAL



 

FORT BRAGG, N.C. – XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg will bid farewell to Maj. Gen. Charles H. Swannack Jr., deputy commanding general, XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg, in a Monday, Nov. 8  10 a.m. ceremony at the Main Post Flagpole .

Maj. Gen. Virgil L. Packett II, the new deputy commanding general for XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg, will be welcomed at 4 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 9 in a Main Post Flagpole ceremony. 

In the event of inclement weather, both ceremonies will be held at Lee Physical Fitness Center on their respective dates.


Swannack served for the past 30-plus years in command and staff positions at every level from platoon to Department of the Army.  These include command of the 82nd Airborne Division from 2002-2004. During this time, he provided forces to Combined Joint Task Force-180 for combat operations in Afghanistan, and he personally led the Division during combat and civil-military operations in Iraq.


Swannack returned to Fort Bragg and assumed command of the All Americans after serving as the Commanding General of Multinational Division (North) and Task Force Eagle during Operation JOINT FORGE (SFOR 11) in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
--MORE--
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Prior general officer assignments included service as the Commanding General of the Joint Readiness Training Center and Fort Polk, where he was the senior trainer for all Light, Airborne, Air Assault, Ranger, and Special Forces units in the Army. 
He also deployed to Haiti for peacekeeping operations during Operation UPHOLD DEMOCRACY. Swannack also served in the Strategic Plans and Policy Directorate, J5, on the Joint Staff, where he was instrumental in developing and executing U.S. strategy and policy for Central America and the Caribbean. As a Battalion Commander, he deployed to Panama during Operation NIMROD DANCER and subsequently participated in combat operations during Operation JUST CAUSE.
Swannack is a graduate of CAPSTONE and the National War College. He holds a Masters of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology and is a Registered Professional Engineer in Virginia.
His decorations include the Legion of Merit (5OLC), Bronze Star Medal (1OLC), the Combat Infantryman Badge, Master Parachutist Badge and the Ranger Tab.
Packett’s most recent assignment was as Commander of Stabilization Force, Operation Joint Forge, in Bosnia-Herzegovina.  Other assignments include Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations, Regional Command South, Naples, Italy; Commander, Joint Task Force-Aguila, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), El Salvador; and Commander, Task Force 229th Aviation, Task Force Eagle, Operation Joint Guard in Tuzla, Bosnia.  He also served on the Joint Staff in Washington, D.C.; as Deputy Commander, V Corps, United States Army Europe; Operation Provide Comfort in Zaku, Iraq; III Corps and 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, Texas; and 7th Army, Germany.  
--MORE--
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Packett earned his bachelor’s degree in business from John F. Kennedy College and a master’s degree in Military Art and Science from the United States Army Command and General Staff College.  Other military schools include the Infantry Officer Advanced Course and School of Advanced Military Studies.  He was selected for a Senior Service College Fellowship at Harvard University.
His awards include the Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit with two oak leaf clusters, Bronze Star Medal, Defense Meritorious Service Medal with oak leaf cluster, Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters, Air Medal and the Joint Chiefs of Staff Identification Badge.
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Editor’s note:   Media wishing to cover either or both events must contact the XVIII Airborne Corps Public Affairs Office at (910) 396-5600 / 5620 by Friday, Nov. 5 by 4 p.m.  
For Maj. Gen. Swannack’s ceremony, media must meet at Stryker Golf Course, Monday, Nov. 8 not later than 9:15 a.m.
For Maj. Gen. Packett’s ceremony, media must meet at Stryker Golf Course, Tuesday, Nov. 9 not later than 3:15 p.m.
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