AFZA-CAS-RS
21 February 2002PRIVATE 

MEMORANDUM FOR

AREA SPORTS COORDINATORS (ASC)

ATHLETIC AND RECREATION (A&R) PERSONNEL

SUBJECT:  Fort Bragg Sports Program, 2002 Unit Level Intramural Softball League/Tournament

1.  Reference.  Army Regulation 215-2, 10 October 1990, Morale, Welfare, and Recreation Update #16.

2.  Purpose.  To provide policies and procedures to assist ASCs and A&R personnel with the implementation of the Fort Bragg 2002 Unit Level Intramural Softball League/Tournament.

3.  General.

    a.  2002 Unit Level Intramural Softball League/Tournament schedule:

        (1)  Unit level (detachment, company, troop, battery) intramural softball league play is from 29 April - 26 July.

        (2)  Unit level (detachment, company, troop, battery) intramural softball post tournament (double elimination) is from 30 July - 8 August.


b.  2002 Unit Level Intramural Softball League:

        (1)  Player eligibility.

        (a)  All active duty military personnel assigned or attached to units physically located at Fort Bragg are eligible to participate. All eligible personnel will participate with their assigned unit and must be so identified on the unit's Zero Balance Sheet.

        (b)  Female personnel will not be prevented from playing; however, they are encouraged to participate in the female program.

        (c)  If a protest results from the alleged use of an illegal player during league competition, and the protest is upheld, the offending team will forfeit the game in question.  If a protest is upheld on a second eligibility offense during league competition, the team will be eliminated from further softball competition in 2002.  If a protest results from the alleged use of an ineligible player during the post tournament, and the protest is upheld, the offending team will be eliminated from the tournament.

        (2)  Unit organization.  Units may merge prior to the start of league play with the following restrictions and directions.

        (a)  Total combined strength of the merged units will not exceed 300 members.
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        (b)  Mergers must be approved in writing by the commanders of the units involved.

        (c)  Merged units must be from the same league.

        (d)  Mergers must be approved in writing by the Intramural Sports Coordinator (ISC) prior to the start of league play.

        (3)  Units with assigned strength of over 300 members may field two teams.  This is not a requirement, but an alternative open to unit commanders to achieve more participation.  Unit commanders planning to field two teams must inform their respective ASC prior to the entry deadline of 15 April.

        (4)  Once a player starts with a team, he/she must remain with that team during all intramural softball competition.  This requirement is also applicable for those units which field two teams. Should a team fold, players may not join another team.

        (5)  Unit transfers within a brigade, group, or regiment.

        (a)  If the unit transfer occurs before 29 June 2002, the soldier will be required to participate with the gaining unit. 

        (b)  If the unit transfer occurs on or after 29 June, the soldier must participate with his/her previously assigned unit.

        (6)  In the event of a unit transfer between brigades, groups, or regiments, the soldier must participate with the gaining unit regardless of when the transfer occurs.

        (7)  Personnel who are assigned to units which will not be organizing a team in the 2002 Unit Level Intramural Softball League/Tournament, and are desirous of participating, will be allowed to play with another team provided that team is within the same league and/or brigade element.  They will also be required to furnish a letter of release from their commander as well as a letter of acceptance from the gaining unit’s commander. These letters must be filed with the respective ASC prior to participation.  The cut-off date for such action is 29 June 2002; requests submitted after this date will be disapproved.  Area Sports Coordinators will sign and date each letter and then provide a copy of those letters to team coaches while retaining the original letters on file. 

        (8)  Commanders desiring to enter a team into the program are encouraged to do so by notifying their respective ASC by the 15 April.
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        (9)  Teams will be grouped into leagues by the ISC.  Every effort will be made to maintain major subordinate command or brigade integrity within leagues, however, MSCs or brigades may be combined in order to better facilitate league play.

        (10) League competition will be round robin.

        (11) Policies and procedures for cancellation and rescheduling league and pre-post level tournament games will be established by the ASCs and MSC A&R personnel.  However, when a game is cancelled and/or rescheduled for any reason, the Officials Coordinator must be notified NLT 1400 on the date the change is to take place.  Units failing to notify their ASC of their unavailability to play prior to 1330 on the day of the scheduled game will be required to forfeit the game.

        (12)  Units forfeiting two games during league play will be dropped from further competition.

        (13)  Commanders desiring to enter a team in league competition must notify their respective ASC by 15 April.  Units failing to meet this deadline will be placed on a waiting list and will gain league entry only if and when another team should forfeit out of the competition.

        (14)  Protests will be resolved as stated in paragraph 3c(3).

    c.  2002 Unit Level Intramural Softball League/Tournament.

        (1)  Team rosters.

        (a)  In order to participate, personnel must be identified on a properly completed roster.  Noncompliance will result in forfeiture of the game.

        (b)  Team rosters, signed by the unit commander, must be submitted to the respective ASC prior to league participation.  Rosters must include the following:  name, rank, unit, SSN (last 

four), and team POC to include duty phone number and e-mail address.  If the team POC does not have an e-mail address, one should be included from another team member and/or the commander. Units which fail to submit a properly completed roster prior to league participation, will forfeit their initial game.  A second 

forfeit will result in expulsion from the league.  Team rosters

are not limited to 17 players, therefore, all potential players should be listed.  Rosters may be updated throughout the season.

        (d)  Teams are limited to 17 members, including coaches, to be available for any one game.  If a team has more than 17 members dressed for play, they will be told to remove extra players from the designated team area.  Failure to comply with this rule will result in automatic forfeiture of the game.
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        (e)  For all games, team members must have in their possession their military identification (ID) card in the event any question arises regarding player eligibility.  Inspection of military ID cards may be required at any time during the season. Players who fail to present their military ID card upon inspection will not be allowed to participate.

        (2)  Cancellation and rescheduling of Post Tournament games.

        (a)  Unit POCs are responsible for submitting any dates that their team will not be available to compete (due to a military contingency which does not exceed 24 hours in duration) to the ISC NLT 1200, 27 July.  For those units which comply with this deadline, every effort will be made to accommodate their military contingency when formulating the tournament schedule.  After the deadline, rescheduling flexibility will be extremely limited and will require concurrence from all teams affected by any proposed rescheduling.

        (b)  Post level tournament games, with the exception of semifinal and championship games, not played because of military contingencies lasting longer than 24 hours will result in an 

automatic forfeit.  To avoid a forfeit, a commander may substitute another team in cases where the original team will be unable to participate for periods lasting longer than 24 hours.

        (c)  For semifinal and championship games, every effort will be made to accommodate units which will be involved with a military contingency lasting longer than 24 hours.

        (3)  Protests.

        (a)  Misapplication of rules and player eligibility will be the only grounds for protests.  Protests involving a rule misapplication must be lodged before play is continued.  Judgment calls are final and not subject to protest.  

        (b)  During league play, any eligibility protests not resolved satisfactorily at the game site must be annotated in the official scorebook and submitted in writing to the appropriate ASC NLT 1000 the first duty day following the game.  The ASC will review these protests to determine whether or not further action is required.

        (c)  During post tournament play, eligibility protests must be brought to the attention of game officials and/or the site supervisor prior to the conclusion of the game in question and be annotated in the official scorebook.  At that time, game officials and/or the site supervisor will gather all pertinent data from the player or players in question (check ID card and confirm name, rank, and SSN).


4

AFZA-CAS-RS

SUBJECT:  Fort Bragg Sports Program, 2002 Unit Level Intramural Softball League/Tournament

        (d)  An Appellate Committee, selected by the ISC, will adjudicate any situations requiring due process.  The Appellate Committee will be comprised of program participants not directly involved with the circumstance in question.  Appellate Committee decisions will be considered final.

        (4)  General information.

        (a)  Schedule of 2002 Unit Level Intramural Softball Post Tournament Games will be published by the Sports Branch prior to the start of the tournament.

        (b)  A meeting with team coaches to distribute schedules and discuss other relevant matters will be conducted 29 July, 1100, Lee PFC, building 3-1602.

        (c)  A team not present at the scheduled league or post tournament game time will forfeit the game.

        (d)  League champions will automatically advance to the post tournament.  All other authorized post tournament slots will be determined by a single elimination tournament involving all teams which successfully completed league play with less than two forfeits.

        (e)  It is the responsibility of all units participating in the intramural sports program to provide their own medical support at all levels of play.

        (5)  Rules.  Current USSSA rules and the following amendments will govern all play.

        (a)  League games will have a 1-hour time limit; no inning will begin after 1-hour has elapsed from the start of the game.  There will be no time limit for post tournament semifinal and championship.

        (b)  The 10-run rule will be in effect for all games with the exception of the post tournament championship game.

        (c)  Teams will be allowed to start and/or finish a game with nine players.  Any team not having at least nine players at the start or conclusion of a game will forfeit.

        (1)  Should a team start a game with nine players, they will be allowed to add a tenth player (not an eleventh) to the batting order upon his/her arrival.  For teams which start a game with nine players, an automatic out will not be recorded for the tenth position in the batting order.
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        (2)  In the event of any injury or ejection which results in the batting order being depleted from eleven to ten/nine or ten to nine players, an automatic out will be recorded in the batting position of the player or players who have left the game.

        (d)  Line-ups are to be submitted to the official scorer NLT 10 minutes prior to game time.  The home team will be responsible for maintaining the official scorebook.  Failure to provide a scorekeeper will result in forfeiture of the game.

        (e)  During post tournament play, the home team will be determined by the toss of a coin.

        (f)  There will be no practice on game fields prior to the start of any game (post tournament or league).

        (g)  Consumption of alcoholic beverages or drugs by team members is prohibited before or during games.

        (h)  Any player or coach who is ejected from a league or post tournament game, will be suspended for one game; he will thus be ineligible to participate in the next game which his team plays.  Any player or coach who intentionally makes physical contact with an official or Sports Section representative, will be subject to immediate suspension for an indefinite period.  Such an occurrence will be investigated by this headquarters and facts pertaining to the incident will be forwarded to the Garrison Commander for review.

4.  Awards.  Sports Section will provide league and post tournament awards for first and second place teams.

5.  Point of contact is the undersigned at 396-1217.

                                STEVE JOHNSON

                                Intramural Sports Coordinator
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