Fort Bragg North Carolina

Child and Youth services

Youth Sponsorship Program

Youth Helping Youth Transition from Here to There

Purpose

· To facilitate the timely integration of dependant youth into new surroundings when transitioning to a new military installation. 

· To fosters partnerships between installation Army Community Services  (ACS), Child and Youth Services (CYS) and other installation and community agencies involved in the delivery of relocation and transition services to children and youth.

Relocations are a large part of military life and have a big impact on children and youth of all ages.  Adults move because they receive military orders, or are looking for a more challenging job, job security or a different lifestyle.  Youth move for one reason and that’s because their parents decided to move.  

As with anything new, moving can be somewhat intimidating to some youth.  The sponsorship program allows youth to integrate into activities and the environment in a timely manner upon moving.  It is set up to help them get in touch with their peers through a smooth and unstressful transition.  

Oftentimes youth that are moving to a new installation want to ask questions and get to know someone before they arrive.

Youth Sponsorship benefits the incoming youth as well as those already on the installation.  It provides an opportunity for them to discuss and deal with the issues and frustrations that occur during frequent moves. Youth primarily influence the adaptation of their peers.  The sponsorship program helps them get in touch with each other.  This encompasses both youth who are arriving and departing a military installation.

The program allows youth to be introduced to Fort Bragg, other teens on the installation and surrounding communities.  It ensures that youth have a successful and less challenging move by easing the transition.  The sponsorship program will match youth with other youth that share similar interest.  They will assist with advance planning, but most importantly, they will make the youth feel at home.

The Youth Sponsorship Program allows youth to:

· Provide a support system for other youth.

· Help other youth cope or adjust to the move.

· Help other youth foster a feeling of control over their new environment.

· Help develop traditional or e-mail pen pals.

· Know what to expect upon arrival.

Youth Sponsors are available upon request.

Contact the Youth Education Support Services office at

432-1008 or email mackglen@bragg.army.mil

