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CEASE Domestic Violence Information News

GENERAL

This CEASE (Combined Efforts to Assertively Stop and Eliminate) Domestic Violence Information News is an effort to keep Fort Bragg, Pope Air Force Base and surrounding civilian communities informed on domestic violence- related assistance, events, training, and other issues. Information News is distributed bi-monthly (first and mid-month) as a courtesy from the Department of Social Work, Womack Army Medical Center.

Domestic Violence Defined

The attempted use or threatened use of physical force, violence, deadly weapon, sexual assault, or the intentional destruction of property or behavior that has the intent or impact of placing a victim in fear of physical injury, or a pattern of behavior resulting in emotional/ psychological abuse, economic control, and/or interference with personal liberty that is directed toward the following: a 
current or former spouse; a person with whom the abuser shares a child in the common; a current or former intimate partner. There are several definitions of domestic violence but, the above was approved by the Department of Defense. (DOD Task Force on Domestic Violence, second annual report).

Civilian Orders of Protection and the Armed Forces Domestic Security Act (AFDSA)

On Fort Bragg, an order of protection issued by a civilian court is entitled to the same force and effect as it is entitled in the jurisdiction that issued the order.  This full enforcement on Fort Bragg, and all military installations is due to the recent passage of the Armed Forces Domestic Security Act.  Its passage gave both military and civilian personnel on military installations the full protection of domestic-related orders such as temporary, emergency, and permanent protective orders issued by civilian courts.  Prior to this enactment, because many military installations are considered exclusive Federal rather than state, jurisdictions, these orders were not legally enforceable on many posts.  Therefore, soldiers and civilians, while they were at work or home on the installation, were exposed to potential threats of harm and the stress of knowing that their abusers were not legally bound by protective orders. (Article written by CPT Leslie C. Rogall, Office of the Judge Advocate General, Womack Army Medical Center)

How Are Civilian Orders of Protection Enforced at Fort Bragg?
At Fort Bragg, unit commanders are intricately involved in the domestic violence prevention process.  Off-post local law enforcement agencies report to the Provost Marshal's Office information about military personnel involved in potential criminal conduct, including incidents of domestic violence.   In turn, unit commanders are notified whenever their soldiers are charged with domestic violence either on-post or in a surrounding town.  Once a commander receives such a report, that soldier will immediately be counseled if he or she is the suspected abuser. If a court order prohibits a soldier from residing with an aggrieved spouse or vice versa, the commander may order that soldier to reside in the barracks until the civilian jurisdiction makes a final jurisdiction on the status of the order of protection.  A commander also has the authority to issue a military protective order in the absence of a civilian order of protection.  If a soldier is the subject of an Emergency Protection Order, Fort Bragg policy is to order the soldier to reside in the barracks for a minimum of 72 hours (Article written by CPT Leslie C. Rogall, Office of the Judge Advocate General, Womack Army Medical Center).

Some Helpful Websites

Two of the most often asked questions by offenders and victims domestic violence seeking help are “What rights do I have”? “Where do I get help”? To assist, the Department of Social Work at Fork Bragg has provided the following websites to assist with some information flow. The following hyperlink websites are available for general information regarding related information on Domestic Violence. The Department of Social Work at Fort Bragg do not exercise any editorial control over the information you may find at these locations or endorse the sites nor guarantee accuracy of all information. They are: Defense Task Force on Domestic Violence; Benefits for Abused Family Members; Military Family Resource Center; Parents In Uniform; Domestic Violence In The Military; Victim and Witness Assistance Council; National Criminal Justice Reference Service and; Lifelines. Other sites that provided emergency shelter and other helpful information are: National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Miles Foundation, Family Violence Prevention Fund and North Carolina Victim Assistance Network.
Throughout the month of October, the Family Advocacy Program at Pope Air Force Base will be sponsoring an items drive.  Essential household items such as bed linen, dishes, and household items can be dropped off at key locations. Please contact Mike Lyndon at (910) 394-1818 for information.
On October 23, between 1100 – 1500 hours, the United States Army States Army Special Operations Command, in observance of Domestic Violence Prevention Month, will host Family Empowerment Day designed to enhance support for USASOC families and the greater Fort Bragg community. The event will be held at the Family Resource Center (Bldg 8-4807, Corner of Knox and Woodruff). There will be plenty of food, fun, and, information. Children are welcome. For information, telephone Barbara Summey Marshall or Teresa Dudley-McCall, at (910) 432-7481/9203.

On October 25, at 1600 hours, the Pope Air Force Base Family Advocacy Program will host a free Family Fun Hayride to cerebrate Domestic Violence Awareness Month at the Fort Bragg Riding Stables. Families are encouraged to participate in this fun-filled event. To make a reservation and more information, telephone Mike Lydon at (910) 394-1818.
On 27 October, between 0900-1200 hours, in observance of Domestic Violence Prevention Month, the Army Community Family Advocacy Program cordially invites you to a workshop for Providers at the Community Center Town Hall Corner of Knox & Randolph Street Guest speakers representing Care Center, Fayetteville Police Department, Cumberland County Court System and the Army Community Service Family Advocacy Program will participate. Please telephone the Family Advocacy Program as soon as possible for a reservation at 396-5521/4175.
General Information and Publication Requests

If you would like to place your domestic violence article and other related information in this newsletter, please contact me, LTC Shorts, Department of the Community Outreach Program for the Department of Social Work, (910) 907-7869, E-mail; Michael.Shorts@na.amedd.army.mil.  For Pope Air Force Base, contact Capt. Wilson, Family Advocacy Officer, at (910) 394-4700. All inquiries will be promptly answered.
